Special Anniversary Issue 


Original Goals 

1. To serve as a nonprofit 
enterprise. 

2. To remain nonpartisan in 
politics. 

3. To remain neutral in re¬ 
ligious matters. 

4. To print news accurately 
and regularly. 
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Original Goal 


s 


5. To make its pages an 
open forum for civic affairs. 

6. To develop a staff of vol¬ 
unteer writers. 

7. To create a “Good Neigh¬ 
bor" spirit, promote friend¬ 
ship, advance the common 
good, and develop a “Green - 
belt philosophy" of life. 

— November 24, 1937 


50 Years of Continuous Publication 

Staff Runs a Full-Scale Business 
New Volunteers are Always Needed 


A SAMPLING FROM THE EDITORIAL PAGE 

Introducing Ourselves 

Beginning with this issue, the Greenbelt News Review will ac¬ 
quire several hundred new readers, as distribution of the paper starts 
at the new University Square apartments. It is to these new readers 
that we address ourselves here. 

We do not know whether you realized, when you chose to live 
here in Greenbelt, that there was something special about this town. 
Oh, don't ask us to define it — it's a mutual identity, a cooperative 
spirit, an elusive elan, and it floats around, adding zing to council 
meetings, creating and sustaining countless projects and associations 
(as well as those tempests-in-a-teapot for which Greenbelt is known) 
giving us all the feeling of sharing the life of a community, to which 
we belong. 

Whether you bargained for all this when you came, or were mere¬ 
ly weighing commuting times against rents and access to schools, we 
welcome you now as new residents of our \nwn Perhaps you have 
already discovered our tranquil lake with its parkland setting, and 
other features unique to this city. We now invite you to discover 
something no less characteristic — The Greenbelt Vews Review, 

For the past 30 years, our paper has been reporting facts and 
events and serving as both sounding board and bulletin board to the 
Greenbelt community. Run by a crew of volunteers, it is proud of 
not having missed an issue. It will be your weekly guide to the com¬ 
munity and to what is happening in it. 

Here is your first copy. Enjoy it. (October 20, 1967) 

(This editorial appeared October 26, 1967 welcoming the new resi¬ 
dents of University Square apartments. Many other new residents 
have joined our community during the past 20 years, most in the 
eastern portion: Greenbriar, Glen Oaks, Windsor Green, Glen Ora, 
Hunting Ridge, Greenwood Village, and now Greenbrook and, in the 
core of the city, Northridge and Farm Gate, 

The editorial seems as current now as it was in 1967. We have 
only one thought to add: the Sews Review is always looking for 
more volunteers!) 
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VOLUME 1, NUMBER 1 

This is how the first page of the first issue of the Greenbelt Cooper¬ 
ator looked. The first issue appeared on November 24, 1937 and con¬ 
sisted of 16 letter-sized mimeographed pages of local news and editor¬ 
ial content. 


by Sandra Barnes 

The News Review masthead lists over 50 persons who 
comprise the newspaper staff. There are four basic types of 
jobs on the News Review—writing and editing, advertising 
or business, production and circulation. Many staffers per¬ 
form a multiplicity of jobs. Most stores are written by staff 
reporters or contributors from the community, or they 
reach the desk of the News Review when a business or in¬ 
stitution issues a press release. 

All written content is edited city. 


for substance, style and gram¬ 
mar—with an alertness to screen 
out anything that might be li¬ 
belous or in questionable taste. 
Letters to the editor sometimes 
must be cut for space or other 
reasons; and most press re¬ 
leases require a rewrite to get 
them down to their essentials. 
Finally, an appropriate headline 
of just the right length must be 
written for each article. 

The business side of the News 
Review involves the acceptance 
and solicitation of advertising, 
collection of debts, payment of 
bills, and maintenance of exten¬ 
sive records on business trans¬ 
actions and personnel. The 
amount of advertising on any 
given week usually determines 
the size of the paper. Although 
some readers may recall when 
the News Review had only two 
pages, the standard size today 
is 12 and may be as large as 24 
pages. 

The production of the newspa¬ 
per involves the physical layout 
of ads and stories on a page 
(called “make up"); proofread¬ 
ing from long strips of newsprint 
(called “galleys") for spelling, 
punctuation and other errors; 
and the actual typesetting, page 
composition and presses by the 
print shop. 

The circulation covers the de¬ 
livery of each paper to the homes 
of Greenbelt residents by a 
cadre of young persons as well 
as by homeowner associations. 
Bundles of papers also go to the 
shopping malls and some large 
office buildings. Weekly circula¬ 
tion is now 9800 copies and with 
the development of Greenbelt 
will go over 10,000. 

Board of Directors 

The News Review is governed 
by a five-member Board of Di¬ 
rectors elected each fall. A mem¬ 
bership meeting for all the staff 
is held in a member's home. 
Board members are elected by 
the members for one-year terms; 
however, some people have 
served for many years. The 
board, which is the policy-mak¬ 
ing arm, is also responsible for 
creating and approving editorials 
conveying -he paper's opinions 
on matters of concern to the 


The present board consists of 
president Bill Rowland, vice- 
president Mavis Fletcher, secre¬ 
tary Virginia Beauchamp, treas¬ 
urer Diane Oberg and Barbara 
Likowski. The editor, Mary Lou 
Williamson, is an ex-officio mem¬ 
ber of the Board, as are Elaine 
Skolnik, president emeritus, and 
Mary Halford, business manager. 

Rowland has been a member 
of the News Review staff for 
seven years, A retired govern¬ 
ment employee, he initially cov¬ 
ered city council meetings for 
three years, He then gave up 
reporting and now confines his 
activities primarily to coordinat¬ 
ing board activities and to the 
Tuesday-night copy-editing shift. 
During this time most of the 
copy is read by the editors, head¬ 
lines are written, and decisions 
are ironed out on controversial 
letters-to-the-editor, or on edi¬ 
torials. Bill also is the “fix it" 
person. Mechanical ability is not 
a prerequisite for the president, 
but being able to fix a collapsing 
chair or table at a critical mo¬ 
ment does help morale. Bill as¬ 
sumed the presidency in 1986 
when Elaine Skolnik stepped 
down. 

Mavis Fletcher also joined the 
staff after a career in govern¬ 
ment. She has been with the 
paper six and a half years. As 


Anniversary 

Edition 

This special edition of the 
News Review is a retrospec¬ 
tive of 50 years of publication. 
Since November 1962 the 
News Review has produced 
anniversary editions every five 
years, copies of which are still 
available at the office. 

Staff members Sandra 
Barnes, Virginia Beauchamp, 
Janet James, Dorothy Lauber, 
Barbara Likowski, Vic Nich¬ 
olson, Diane Oberg, Pat Scul¬ 
ly, Gail Shaw and Mary Lou 
Williamson prepared this is¬ 
sue. 

Elaine Skolnik. Mavis Flet¬ 
cher, Pat Reynolds and Kathy 
Gough obtained the advertis¬ 
ing. 


a writer. Mavis regularly covers 
the Thursday night board meet¬ 
ings of Greenbelt Homes. Inc. 
and occasionally covers city coun¬ 
cil hearings and public meetings. 
A special interest has been crime 
in Greenbelt and she frequently 
covers the ‘police beat," having 
assembled the popular “Police 
Blotter" for her first five years 
on the paper. 

Virginia Beauchamp is a for¬ 
mer News Review editor who ex¬ 
changed that job with Dorothy 
Sucher when Virginia moved 
away for a two-year bitch in 
Africa. With the paper for 30 
years, Virginia digs into her 
memory bank to retrieve details 
on past events. She writes occa-, 
sional news stories and editor¬ 
ials. but concentrates on editing. 
An associate professor of Eng¬ 
lish at the University of Mary¬ 
land and a published author. 
Virginia is the staff's last word 
on points of grammar. 

Diane Oberg. a statistician 
with the Census Bureau, has 
been with the paper seven years. 
She works Tuesday nights, 
makes up the paper on Wednes¬ 
days at least once a month, reg¬ 
ularly covers city council meet¬ 
ings and writes on other sub¬ 
jects. Having started at the ad¬ 
vertising desk, she is the ver¬ 
satile “troubleshooter" on the 
See WHOS WHO pg. 10 

We Celebrate Our 
50th Anniversary 

With this special issue, the 
News Review celebrates 50 years 
of continuous publication as a 
volunteer newspaper. The staff 
for this issue has culled the 
pages of 50 years of stories to 
bring the reader what we con¬ 
sider to be the best of what we 
have printed. Therefore, contain¬ 
ed in these 28 pages are the 
editorials of which we are most 
proud; features on our staff and 
other interesting people; letters 
to the editor that stirred a storm 
of controversy, sounded a re¬ 
current theme or appeared to us 
to be too hurous to omit 

But mostly this issue is about 
us—our goofs, our successes, our 
constant attempts to increase 
our staff, change our name, raise 
funds to keep us afloat. In the 
end, it has not been the basic 
news story which is our staple 
that we have selected to remem¬ 
ber this issue—but rather those 
universal themes that have with¬ 
stood the test of time—that seem 
as true and humorous today as 
the day on which they first ap¬ 
peared in print. 
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Greenbelt* s newspaper was published without a name from July 
29, to September 16, 1954 while the staff and community wrestled with 
choosing a new name. 

On Changing Our Name 

by Harry M. Zubkoff 

The publication of this issue marks an important change in the 
history of this newspaper—and in the history of this community. 
For some sixteen years the “Cooperator” has been an institution in 
Greenbelt, not only on the scene but a vital part of the scene. Every 
organization in town, every church, every group, every club, every 
history of this newspaper—and in the history of this community, 
regularly scheduled activity, has, at one time or another had some¬ 
thing to do with this paper, if not in direct participation, then by 
reading accounts of its doings in our pages. Legions of residents and 
ex-residents have at one time or another served on our volunteer staff. 
The publication of this issue, therefore, without the “Cooperator” 
bannerhead, signals the end of an era. 

For an interim period we will publish the paper without a name, 
meanwhile conducting a public opinion poll on suggestions for a new 
name. Eventually, we hope, we will arrive at a decision—one which 
will take the sentiments of our readers into account. 

Naturally, there are questions as to why we wanted to change 
the name in the first place. The reasons are difficult to put into 
words. When the paper was first organized, in 1937, we assumed it 
sounded like the ideal name to those who originally adopted it. It 
may very well have been, because in the beginning the paper was 
closely associated with, and in fact subsidized by the co-op store 
This, of course, is no longer true and has not been true for many 
years, but the idea still seems to persist that the paper is the house 
organ for the co-op. Although we repeatedly asserted our status as an 
independent newspaper, we believe that a change in name will be 
a more positive means of affirming the fact of our independence. 

In addition, there are a number of “Cooperators” published 
throughout the country, at least one of which is circulated in Green¬ 
belt—and this has added an element of confusion to some of our 
newer residents. It is true, of course, that the paper is published 
by the Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing Association, Inc., and that, 
in fact, we are a cooperative organization. But this means only that 
we are a newspaper—which is published as a cooperative venture. . . . 

The truth is, a newspaper is a public service, and we are try¬ 
ing to perform this service as best we can. We believe that a change 
in name will make it possible to render a greater service to our com¬ 
munity by increasing our readership acceptance, and we are asking 
our readers for their opinions. We are counting on them to express 
their opinions, not only at the polls, but also in letters to the editor. 

In any event, we are embarked upon an experiment which we 
believe will have beneficial results. We await your reaction. 

—July 29, 1954 

Mary Granofsky - - 
A Decade of Service 

by Sandra Barnes 

Some ten years ago a woman wandered down a short flight of 
stairs to the basement headquarters of the Greenbelt News Review. 
Timidly she approached the editor. She didn't like to write and she 
couldn't type — but she.could spell. Did the News Review have any 
need of such a person? 

As often happens, the editor and his assistants were busy hand¬ 
ling one crisis involving city council and another involving GHI and 
another involving controversial letters-to-the-editor. It was a typical 
Tuesday night and no one talked much to the new person or showed 
her anything to do so she wandered out again. 

It was six months before she returned. A call had gone out 
urging anyone with an interest in community service to come to the 
News Review and the woman was spurred to come back. The people 
were again frenzied and desperate for help — another Tuesday night. 
This time, however, the editor taught her how to count letters for 
headlines and Mary Granofsky (formerly Smith) carved her niche 
in the News Review, For the next nine years she taught everyone 
who came to work on the paper how to count letters for headlines. 

A little over a year later Mary became assistant editor. “Every¬ 
one else was having babies,” she said. By this time also she was 
doing the makeup on Wednesday nights and often went down to the 
print shop on Thursday mornings to read the page proofs. 

In 19(57 Mary became editor. It was a position she did not wel¬ 
come hut one she held for 5 1/ 2 years, until the fall of 1972 when she 
again assumed the smaller responsibilties of the assistant editor. 
Mary moved to New Carrollton in 1973. one of the few ways to leave 
the News Review staff. — Sept, 6, 1973 

Fritz Schrom Will Put Greenbelt 
On the Air Map of the Future 


From the beginning there have been differing 
opinions about the paper's name. However, it took 
almost seventeen years before the Greenbelt Coop- 
rator was renamed the Greenbelt News Review. 


May I register my disapproval 
of the name “Cooperator”. 

Although I realize that news¬ 
papers sometimes have such 
names, and that cooperation is 
the stressed ideal for Greenbelt, 
still I believe Cooperator is an 
ill-advised name for any news¬ 
paper and particularly for ours. 

For there is a tendency to as¬ 
sociate Greenbelt with regimen¬ 
tation and paternalism. The pub¬ 
lic thinks of its people as flood¬ 
ed with rules and regulations and 
goody-goody propaganda. 

Naming our newspaper “Co- 
operator” augments that idea. 
The title sounds preachy; sy¬ 
rupy. , 

As a suggestion I nominate 
an alternative; “The Greenbelt 
Town Crier”. 

—December 13. 1937 


The Editors of the Cooperator 
do appreciate such suggestions 
as the above, but would prefer 
to hear from a large number of 
readers who may have their own 
ideas about what name this 
newspaper should bear. Now for 
“crying out loud” let's find out 
whether the name COOPERA¬ 
TOR suits you or not—put your 
suggestion on a postcard, 

* * * 

. . . “Town Crier”, the name 
offered to replace the one now 
used seems to me to belong to 
an era that is dead and buried. 
“Town Crier” conjures up in my 
mind pictures of powdered wigs 
and knee-breeches — outmoded 
symbols of an outmoded age. 

Greenbelt has been pronounced 
the town of the future. Certain¬ 
ly it is the last word in modern¬ 
ity. Somehow electric ranges, 
casement windows, and under¬ 
passes do not mix with the term 
“Town Crier”. 

“Cooperator” is a very proper 
name for our newspaper since 
the term describes that feature 
which is most unique and sig¬ 
nificant in Greenbelt—the Coop¬ 
eratives. . . . 

—December 20. 1937 

* -¥ * 

May 1, too, register my disap¬ 
proval of the name “Cooperator” 
for our Greenbelt newspaper. 

The Greenbelt “Town Crier” 
has been suggested as a fitting 
name . . . but isn’t that a bit 
“too loud?” 

May I suggest the “Greenbelt 
News.” 

(Editor’s note: We feel that 
“The Cooperator” expresses the 
cooperative aim of this commun¬ 
ity. However, more letters from 
our readers will determine 
whether or not this name is fit¬ 
ting.) 

—January 5, 1938 

+ * * 

The editors of the Cooperator 
have received letters suggesting 
that the name of the paper be 
changed. 

The writers state that they had 
no voice in the selection of the 
name and since the paper be¬ 


longs to the entire community, 
they have a right, in asking that 
the name be changed. Without 
minimizing in the least the va¬ 
lidity of this argument, the edi¬ 
tors of the Cooperator feel that 
they should not entertain any 
suggestions regarding a change 
in the name of the paper until 
after a majority of the citizens 
of Greenbelt have moved in. 

—January 12, 1938 
* ¥ * 

Cooperator Members 
Discuss Name Change 

The Greenbelt Cooperative 
Publishing Association Board of 
Directors met at the Cooperator 
office last Tuesday evening. . . . 

Also on the agenda is a pro¬ 
posal to change the name of the 
Cooperator to one recommended 
by the Board. The Board will 
offer the names Greenbelt Ob¬ 
server, Greenbelt Spectator, and 
Greenbelt Review as choices. The 
idea of changing the name of the 
Cooperator nas been considered 
for many years, but the Asso¬ 
ciation’s membership had never 
selected a suitable alternative. 

—July 8 . 1951 


POLL 

For Change of 
Name of Newspaper 

Greenbelt Cooperative 
Publishing Assoelation 
Please check your choice of 
name, or write in your own 
suggestion on the last space. 
Greenbelt Bulletin 
Greenbelt Chronicle 
Greenbelt Citizen 
Greenbelt Cooperator 
Greenbelt Current News 
Greenbelt Gazette 
Greenbelter 
Greenbelt Neighbor 
Greenbelt News Review 
Greenbelt Observer 
Greenbelt Review 
Greenbelt Scene 
Greenbelt Spectator 
Greenbelt Spokesman 
Greenbelt Town Talk 
Other 
Address 

Voter's Signature 


Paper Is Renamed 
“News Review” 

After 17 continuous years of 
publication under the name of 
the Greenbelt Cooperator, Green- 
belt's weekly newspaper will ap¬ 
pear with a new name as of next 
week's issue. The name, which 
will appear in a new type form, 
is the Greenbelt News Review, 

The name was formally select¬ 
ed by the board of directors of 
the Greenbelt Cooperative Pub¬ 
listing Association following an 
indication of preference for the 
name by a majority of staff 
members at the annual member¬ 
ship meeting Monday, September 
13. 

A previous public opinion poll 
conducted by the newspaper had 
resulted in a disappointing turn¬ 
out, in whicn less than one hun¬ 
dred ballots were cast. About 
one-third of the votes preferred 
to retain the name of the Co- 
operator. while the remaining 
two-thirds of the votes were 
scattered among a variety of 
names. 

A majority of the board of 
directors felt these results indi¬ 
cated a large majority preferred 
some name other than the Co- 
operator and therefore reaf¬ 
firmed a previous decision to 
change the name. The new name 
was originally suggested by 
Harry Zubkoff, editor of the 
newspaper. . . . 

—September lb, 1954 


Name Change 

Although three members of the 
outgoing board voted for chang¬ 
ing the name of the Cooperator 
to the News Review, I believe 
their reasoning for such a 
change was erroneous. In the 
public poll taken on the name 
change, of 96 votes cast, 30 fa¬ 
vored retaining the Cooperator, 
The remaining votes were dis¬ 
tributed over the long list of 
names with the next highest re¬ 
ceiving only seven. The three 
board members interpreted the 
poll to indicate that 30 wanted 
the name Cooperator, and 67 
wanted the name changed. 


By the same reasoning, over 
80 did not want News Review! 

—September 23, 1954 


GREENBELT FEDERAL CREDIT UNION 

Serving its members since 1937 

Membership Eligibility Includes: 

Work or Live in Greenbelt. 

Services Include: * 

Share Savings Account 
Certificates of Deposit 
Share Draft Checking Account 
Individual Retirement Account 
Electronic Funds Transfer 
Direct Deposit 

Loans For Any Worthwhile Purpose 
And More, 

Each Account insured to $100,000 
by National Credit Union Administration 
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Preview Savings in a 

Spectacular 

$100 Million 



Delightful single family homes next to a 40 acre park, with 
the special differences you expect from the Maryland Building 
Industry's Professional of the Year! 18x18 foot island kitchens, 
2-person tub in master bathrooms, sunken family rooms with 
cathedral ceilings, 2-story foyers, garages. And more! Now 
previewing from $199,000. In Greenbrook, a prestigious new 
community at the B-W Parkway and the Beltway in the City 
of Greenbelt. 

To visit Liberty at Greenbrook: From the Capital Beltway take 
the Baltimore-Washington Pkwy. (toward Baltimore) to Greenbelt 
Rd. exit. Left onto Greenbelt Rd. to Hanover Pkwy. Rigid on 
Hanover Pkwy to Greenbrook Dr., left to Northshore sales office. 
Phone (301) 345-015 i. 


MbrJciY 

AT GREENBROOK 



Michael T. Rose 
Associates, Inc., 
Builder 

(3011 953-3110 


CHARTERED 

( 301 ) 953 ; 1680 
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Dog Poll 


Salt Lake City, Utah 

Can you please tell me the 
names of any other places be¬ 
sides Greenoelt which forbids the 
owning of dogs? 

(Their barking drives me al¬ 
most crazy here), 

Tertius Chandler. 

Ed. note: This letter was sent 
to the “Greenbelt Chamber of 
Commerce.” and forwarded by 
the post office to the Greenbelt 
Library, which sent it to the Co- 
operator.) 

—May 27, 1954 

This concerns the dog issue. 

It is too bad to see a commun¬ 
ity so divided over a matter 
which is, after all. not so vital 
as many others. We are aware 
of the principle involved and of 
the need to uphold it; but we 
have been wondering whether a 
device, used sometimes when 
new zoning regulations must be 
applied to old areas, might not 
be a sound Oasis for compromise 
and a return to friendly rela¬ 
tions all around. 

In legal language it is called 
the '‘non-conforming use.” The 
old use is allowed to go on for 
a specified time, usually the rea¬ 
sonably expected life of the 
property, at the end of which 
time the new principle is ap¬ 
plied. 

Why couldn't the pets be al¬ 
lowed under suitable restriction 
to stay with their owners for 
their lifetimes if the owners in 
return would agree not to ac¬ 
quire any new ones. 

—October 31, 1957 

How much more must the com¬ 
munity endure before action is 
taken to protect its citizens from 
irresponsible pet owners? Ear¬ 
lier pleas to Council and city 
management regarding dangers 
posed by free-running dogs and 
excreta from dogs and cats 
seemed to have been made in 
vain. Lack of funds appears to 
be the excuse for not having ef¬ 
fective animal control surveil¬ 
lance. However, can a price be 
set on the fear that strikes a 
child or aduit when bitten by a 
dog; or on the anxiety exper¬ 
ienced when a large strange dog 
bounds towards an elderly per¬ 
son; or on the concern about 
bacterial or viral contamination 
when animal wastes are found 
on walks, in flower beds, or 
vegetable gardens ? 

-July 21. 1983 


All Pooped Out 

Editor's Note: We are up to 
our ears in doggy letters. Here 
are excerpts from several—but 
please, no more! 

—Once again Spring has come 
to Greenbelt. Yet as in the past 
the walkers and strollers have 
to play hopscitch over and around 
the dog piles. 

When are the animal wardens 
going to do their jobs? The path 
of Gardenway to the garden 
plots, the ball park at 7 and 9 
Courts of Southway, and the open 
field at Lastner Lane should be 
limed. 

These areas are not doggy 
potty areas. Come on, citizens, 
just how much do we have to 
take ? 

— The county law concerning 
animal control states that “No 
person owning ... a dog or cat 
. . . shall allow or permit excre¬ 
ment of such animal to remain 
on public property. . . .” The 
city regulations state the same. 

Complaints have been written 
over and over in these columns, 
it’s time these laws were en¬ 
forced. It's time these people 
were fined. 

— I would like to remind the 
residents of Charlestowne Village 
who walk their dogs behind the 
7700 building that the officially 
designated dog-w r alk area is back 
near the tree line, not next to 
the sidewalk and not at the 
side of the building. 

—I recently had a revealing 
conversation with an inconsider¬ 
ate dog owner. I was sitting on 
the lawn 10 feet from the main 
entrance of the library. A gen¬ 
tleman with two dogs on leashes 
walked up. stopped, and watched 
as one of his dogs soiled the 
lawn six feet from where I sat. 
He then began to walk away. 

I told him it was rude to leave 
dog soil on the ground. He re¬ 
plied he wasn't the kind to clean 
up after his dog. I said he ought 
to be ashamed* that I had to 
worry about every step I and my 
children took because of people 
like him. He walked away, say¬ 
ing, “Lady, you’ve got your 
opinion and I’ve got mine.” I 
called, “There's a law against 
it.” His response was. “Maybe 
so.” —April 16, 1987 

Found: Small black kitten; 
Qwner please call at 43-Ridge 
Rd. (Mr. Braden, please do not 
read.) —December 21, 1939 


City Attach Problem Of Dogs on Two Fronts 


In response to many requests 
by ecologically minded citizens 
the Greenbelt Public Works De¬ 
partment has instituted a new 
service. In addition to collecting 
glass and old newspapers, the 
city is starting a project for re¬ 
cycling dog manure: the annual 
yield is conservatively estimated 
at several nundred tons, which 
can replace expensive commer¬ 
cial fertilizer in landscaping and 
beautification projects. Residents 
should bring their dogs drop¬ 
pings to the Public Works build¬ 
ing on weekdays during work¬ 
ing hours in securely closed 
glass containers (which will be 
recycled separately) or plastic 
bags: no shopping bags or pa¬ 
per containers, please! 


In the meantime, the chief of 
the Greenbelt Police Force de¬ 
clared today “War on Poop,” as 
he presented each of his 17 pa¬ 
trolmen with brass-handled* in¬ 
dividually engraved pooper 
scoopers. These patrolmen have 
as their sole responsibility over 
a 24-hour period, beginning to¬ 
day, picking up dog and cat 
droppings and incarcerating any 
offending animal within the city 
limits of Greenbelt. 

Pet owners may recover their 
animals only on written promise 
of purchasing their own brass- 
handled, individually engraved 
scoop which the police will be 
selling at the bargain price of 
$19.95. 

April Fools—1976 


Assignment Beavers • . . 


Dog Poll: The town council 
meeting, February 28 considered 
a subject for which Greenbelt 
has become renown—Dogs—to be 
or not to be. 

The council asked for a report 
from a citizen, who voluntarily 
took a poll in Greenbelt on the 
question. 

The results of the poll were: 
Question: Are you in favor of 
pets (particularly dogs) in 
Greenbelt? 

Homes called on: 263 
No one at home: 28 
Answer “No”: 325 (Husband and 
Wife) 

Answer “Yes”: S3 (Husband and 
Wife) 

Non-committal: 23 
A motion was adopted to send 
a letter to FSA (Farm Security 
Administration) giving the poll 
results as representative of 
Greenbelt opinion, and requesting 
that they enforce lease provis¬ 
ions. If when Greenbelt is fully 
populated, the FSA wishes to 
withdraw lease provisions, the 
Council will again consider a 
referendum. 

—March 9, 1938 

The LongView 

By A1 Long 

One day last week I felt some¬ 
thing growling at my ankles. I 
looked down and sure enough 
there was my town terrier, Russ 
Greenbaum—someone had appar¬ 
ently fed him some raw meat and 
let him loose again. 

It’s true Russ covered the 
GVHC board meetings as a Re¬ 
porter, and the sly dog wrote 
about how late the meetings ran, 
even when we adjourned quite 
early. Also. I argued long and 
loud at the board meetings, 
mostly about the undeveloped 
land. How right I was is pretty 
well proven by the fact that 
all we have is four empty houses 
and a gas station. Talk about 
selling your heritage for a mess 
of pottage, How long, oh how 
long, will the undeveloped land 
stay undeveloped at the expense 
of us taxpayers, 

So much for Russ Greenbaum 
—Old Russ had better crawl 
back in his dog house, or I'll get 
his wife to write another letter 
to the editor. 

I have a sneaking suspicion 
that Editor Harry Zubkoff would 
like to fire up a little feud¬ 
ing. . . . —December 12. 1957 


What was it? An otter? A 
muskrat? I looked at its ears 
and dark fur. Was it . . . 

Just then, the creature spook¬ 
ed, and dove to the safety of the 
dark water. As he did- an un¬ 
mistakable paddle-shaped tail 
rose up and smacked the water’s 
surface. 

A beaver! In Greenbelt Lake? 
What was it doing here? And 
how did it manage to survive the 
travails of Kenilworth Avenue, 
the Beltway, or- gasp- Crescent 
Road, to find a home in our 
humble pond? And doesn’t the 
dummy know that we already 
have a dam? 

I spoke to Greenbelt’s Animal 
Warden Martha Fenn. who is 
keeping a close eye on the situ¬ 
ation. 

“They've been there since the 
fall of '86. when they built a dam 
near the peninsula,” she said. 
“When they do that, that means 
that they are going to be there 
for the season,” She said that 
a storm blew the dam to bits 
earlier this year. 

There has been some concern 
from the residents near the lake 
about possible problems with the 
beavers. “People have been ask¬ 
ed weird questions about how 
beavers sharpen their teeth. They 
worry about beavers cutting 
down all the trees around the 
lake,” said Fenn. But even 
though the beavers have cut 
down a few trees, she says the 
worries are unfounded. 

“This seems to h n 


wise beaver,” explained Fenn. 
“It probably came down from the 
Agricultural Research Center. 
Sometimes he gets rowdy in the 
middle of the lake and shows off, 
swimming around and slapping 
his tail, like he wants everybody 
to see him.” 

A long time ago. 1 was speak¬ 
ing to a biologist at the Univer¬ 
sity of Maryland, and he told me 
bow he attracted beavers with 
a recording of running water. 
Apparently, they thought that it 
was a break in their dam. and 
covered the speaker with mud 
and sticks. 

My assignment from the News 
Review editor was to get a pic¬ 
ture of the critter, but even with 
my longest telephoto, the head 
was just a black blob. Then, I 
got an idea. 

I took my cassette recorder 
down to the spillway, and got a 
good recording of gurgling wa¬ 
ter. Then, I took it to the north 
shore near the peninsula. I 
played the recording and, after 
a while, there he was. swimming 
in the middle of the lake. 

Would he swim toward me. so 
I could get a good shot? I sat 
on the shore, waiting, going 
through an entire set of batter¬ 
ies, wondering if my cassette 
recorder would end up covered 
with brown gook from the lake's 
bottom, placed there by a fran¬ 
tic flat tail. But he just stayed 
in the middle of the lake. Pm 
afraid my beaver attracier didn't 
wo^b worth drnv 
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Greenbelt, Shorts andCongress 

The Greenbelt News Review , has long been convinced that the 
city ordinance forbidding the wearing of shorts, along with certain 
other specified garments, in the shopping center is just plain ridic¬ 
ulous. Now a recent ruling by both houses of Congress points up how 
silly the Greenbelt ordinance is. These august and dignified bodies 
have ruled that it is permissible for visitors in the galleries to wear 
shorts. According to the news item, the House of Representatives 
was at first doubtful about permitting this but then it discovered 
that the Senate had quietly permitted the wearing of shorts for 
weeks without detracting from the dignity of its proceedings. 

We don’t want to be trite and say what’s good enough for 
Congress is good enough for Greenbelt. However, we feel that if 
the eyes of our country’s leaders are not offended by the sight of 
adults wearing shorts in the midst of their profound deliberations 
on the laws of the land, then certainly Greenbelt residents should 
not recoil in shocked horror at men and women attired in shorts 
while shopping at the Center. 

This newspaper has never advocated the entire repeal of the 
ordinance, which also forbids the wearing of kimonos, bathing suits, 
bathrobes, and housecoats. ... — August 4, 1955 

Shorts Aftermath 

We note with interest that the shorts campaigners have not yet 
accepted defeat at the hands of the city council but have countered 
with a strategic maneuver. They have made themselves wrap-a¬ 
round skirts which barely cover their shorts and wear them as a 
cover for the offending garments when they shop at the Center. 
Since their shorts in this case are mere undergarments, they are 
conforming to the letter, if not the spirit, of the law. 

The girls evidently hope that this fad will catch on as a means 
of pointing out that the prohibition against shorts is pointless. 
Meanwhile, they enjoy the coolness of shorts without breaking the 
law. It is possible, of course, that the city council might strike back 
by banning skirts of a specific length, and it would give the police 
the interesting, although perhaps embarrassing job of measuring 
skirts of doubtful length. 

If the city council persists in assuming that the issue is now 
dead, then they obviously failed to realize that they are dealing with 
a band of determined women. They may dicsover there is quite a 
bit of truth in that old warning about a “woman scorned”. 

July 22, 1954 



"As soon as they establish a tax rate I’ll find out whether I 


Shorts Ordinance 
Branded Unfair 

An appeal to rescind the 
“shorts” ordinance was made 
last Monday night by Mrs. Glenn 
Burrows at the city council meet¬ 
ing. Permitting shorts to be worn 
by Greenbelt citizens everywhere 
in the community except in the 
business center is unfair, Mrs. 
Burrows stated, and an “abroga¬ 
tion of personal freedom.” 

Mayor Frank Lastner com¬ 
mented that the ordinance had 
been in effect for many years 
and was often a subject of con¬ 
troversy. He declared that a 
referendum may be needed to 
settle the problem at this time. 

Councilman Ben Goldfaden 
called it a difficult problem, and 
stated, “I can see the lady’s point 
of view.” However, he felt the 
matter needed looking into. He 
feared that “men would get into 
the act” and start wearing 
shorts and bathing suits at the 
shopping center and it would dis¬ 
tract from the appearance of 
the community. . . . 

—June 17, 1954 

Police Arrest 10, 
Issue 35 Warnings 

Ten arrests and 35 warnings 
were issued locally during the 
month of July, it was reported 
by Director of Public Safety 
George Panagoulis at last Thurs¬ 
day’s Town Council meeting. 

Of the arrests, two were for 
disorderly conduct; one for park¬ 
ing; two for stop sign viola¬ 
tions; four for speeding; and 
one for having no registration 
card. Warnings included 24 of a 
traffic nature, 10 for wearing 
shorts in the center, and one for 
leaving an auto motor running, 
—August 21. 1942 


Council Tables Vote 
On Shorts Ordinance 

Shorts are still forbidden at 
the Center business area, as the 
city council refused to take ac¬ 
tion on the controversial ordi¬ 
nance at the city council meet¬ 
ing last Monday night. Mrs. 
Glenn Burrows, speaking for the 
opponents to the shorts ordi¬ 
nance, cited a poll taken last 
week by the Cooperator which 
resulted in 327 against the shorts 
prohibition and 269 in favor of 
the status quo; a majority of 
58. Mrs. Burrows stated that the 
Greenbelt Citizens Association 
and the board of Greenbelt Con¬ 
sumer Services had also en¬ 
dorsed removing the ban on 
shorts, 

—July 15, 1954 


No one seems to know what 
happened to the shorts ordinance. 
Perhaps it was left behind one 
of the times the city laws were 
codified. At any rate the News 
Review can’t take any credit for 
its disappearance. 


Shorts Poll Final 

Counting last-minute, mailed- 
in ballots, the final tally of bal¬ 
lots in the Cooperator’s poll on 
the issue of permitting the 
wearing of shorts in the shop¬ 
ping center showed 340 in favor 
of shorts and 275 opposed. This 
gave a majority of 55 votes to 
those who wish the city ordi¬ 
nance to be changed. 

The total vote of 605 Green¬ 
belt residents consisted mostly 
of the voting that was conduct¬ 
ed at the center on Friday night. 
July 9, and all day Saturday, July 
10. Mail ballots were counted up 
through Tuesday, July 13. The 
actual number of ballots was 
less since many husbands and 
wives voted on the same ballot. 

—July 15, 1954 


A complaint was made about 
girls wearing shorts in the drug 
store. The complainant hung up 
the phone before identifying him¬ 
self. The girls were gone when 
the police arrived. 

—June 16. 1949 
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Museum Opposition 
Museum Supporters . . . 



The Hilton consists of a single slim tower for guest rooms 
resting on a broad base. The material used is predomin¬ 
antly precast concrete so as to harmonize and be compatible 
with the adjoining office buildings in the Capital Office Park. 

— December 26, 1985 


When the idea of a museum 
for Greenbelt was expressed, we 
expected the usual Greenbelt- 
type debate—lively and useful. 
We thought that people might 
disagree on what the collection 
should be, how the museum 
should be organized, where it 
should be located or who would 
operate it. We did not anticipate 
a debate on whether or not there 
should be a museum. 

Sandy and Ray Smith 
* * * 

. . . GHI has a long and inter¬ 
esting history and this history 

is of interest to many people 

both inside and outside of Green¬ 
belt. 

These homes are unique and 
using one to house the original 
furniture is a very suitable way 
to welcome visitors. 

—October 30, 1986 
* * * 

The recent debate regarding a 
site for the proposed Greenbelt 
Museum is one that threatens to 
compromise not only the success, 
but the integrity of this fine 
project. To suggest setting aside 
a room in the North End School 
(even temporarily) for use as a 
museum space would reduce the 
concept of an historically and 
architecturally accurate museum 
site to one of “simple exhibition” 
of a representative sampling of 
furniture, books, and historical 
artifacts. . . , First and foremost, 
the Museum must have a per¬ 
manent home. To forego an op¬ 
portunity to house the Museum 
in its proper and rightful his¬ 
torical context would be a dis¬ 
service to the town and future 
Museum visitors. 

—April: 10, 1986 


A recent letter in the News 
Review stated that support for a 
Greenbelt museum was not men¬ 
tioned in the bond issue refer¬ 
endum. 

I was a fairly new resident of 
the city at the time of the bond 
issue referendum, so I was very 
interested in it. There was a 
brochure entitled “Looking to the 
Future” which was distributed to 
all residents. This brochure was 
about the bond issue referendum 
and what the money was to be 
used for. . . . The museum sec¬ 
tion read: 

City Museum 

, . . Greenbelt will celebrate its 
50th anniversary in 1987. A citi¬ 
zen committee already is plan¬ 
ning for this event. One of the 
committee’s objectives is to es¬ 
tablish a small museum to pre¬ 
serve memorabilia relating to the 
history of the city and its estab¬ 
lishment by the Federal Govern¬ 
ment as a model planned com¬ 
munity. A proposal being con¬ 
sidered is the purchase of a 
GHI duplex, with one unit being 
restored to the way a typical 
home looked when first occupied, 
and the other unit being used for 
displays and office space. 

“While the bond issue proposal 
authorizes funds to be expended 
for acquiring a museum building, 
other sources of funding for this 
project will be sought as well.” 

—April 3, 1986 
* * * 

Recently a letter appeared in 
the News Review suggesting that 
the proposed Greenbelt Museum 
be located in the North End 
School. ... In the opinion of 
the Museum Committee this 
would not be a desirable loca¬ 
tion for the museum and we 
have never considered it a ser¬ 
ious candidate. 

The creation of a Greenbelt 


museum has been discussed for 
fifteen year3, and the approach 
of the Fiftieth Anniversary has 
provided a surge of enthusiasm 
that, together with much hard 
work on the part of many volun¬ 
teers, has brought us within 
sight of achieving our goal . , . 

The Museum Committee came 
up with the following criteria 
to be used in selecting a site for 
the museum: 

I. Close to the Roosevelt Cen¬ 
ter. 

. 2. On or visible from Crescent 
Road or (less desirable* South¬ 
way. 

3. A structure built when 
Greenbelt was founded, prefera¬ 
bly a GHI house. 

4. Good security, dampproof 
with dehumidifiers, fire resistant. 

5. Proximity to other original 
Greenbelt structures and fea¬ 
tures, e.g. underpass, walkways, 
playground, apartments. 

6. Acceptable parking 

7. Ease of obtaining 

8. Capital outlay 

9. Maintenance costs 

10. Minimal renovations need¬ 
ed. 

II. Control over appearance of 
exterior and garden. . . . 

It seems only yesterday that 
members of the Museum Com¬ 
mittee almost despaired of ever 
finding an obtainable house in a 
prime location. Now one is avail¬ 
able—let’s not lose it! 

—March 13, 1986 

FOGM has almost 200 mem¬ 
bers. I wanted to get a feel 
which percent of the citizenry 
this represents, and have tried 
two approaches: 

—Greenbelt has 8,643 “dwell¬ 
ing units.” Assuming that each 
unit houses one family, and that 
each FOGM member belongs to 
a different family, then fewer 
than 2.3% of Greenbelt families 
actively want a Museum. 

—One might argue that just 
living in Greenbelt is not suffi¬ 
cient reason to be listened to. 
One should at least have voted. 
Those non-voting persons will 
have to accept what the others 
decide! O.K.: 1880 votes were 

cast during the last election. 
Assuming that every FOGM 
member is eligible to vote and 
did so, then about 10 *4% of the 
voters actively support a Mu¬ 
seum. The other 8914% is either 
indifferent or actively opposed. 

Somewhere I get the feeling 
that the way to “get things 
done” is not to represent the 
majority, but to get three mem¬ 
bers of Council to “see things 
your way. • . •” 

September 11, 1986 


For attention of all Greenbelt 
Taxpayers. Have you any idea 
what the Friends of the Green¬ 
belt Museum (FOGM) are pro¬ 
posing that we taxpayers and 
members of GHI shoulder so 
that their ego mad scheme to 
establish a museum may be 
realized ? 

The city is to use our taxes 
to fund not only the purchase of 
a GHI home, but to pay the 
monthly charges on same . . . 
maintain the exterior and 
grounds, have windows cleaned 
at least twice a year . . ■ main¬ 
tain an account to pay bills the 
museum may incur. Also perform 
services for FOGM—-that is, ac¬ 
counting. contracting and pur¬ 
chasing . . . Do you as taxpay¬ 
ers really want to foot such 
a bill? 

October 2, 1986 


Correction 

The News Review regrets 
an inadvertent magnification 
of the height of the proposed 
Greenbelt Hilton Hotel de¬ 
scribed on page 7 of the June 
4 issue. 

The 13 story tower of the 
hotel may reach a height of 
175 feet, but not 715 feet, as 
stated. At 715 feet, each of 
the 13 stories would be 52 
feet high. 

— June 11, 1981 


SOSvsGCC 

To the Editor: 

Although separated 1 by a thou¬ 
sand miles and forty-four years, 
I am concerned that the co-op 
food store and pharmacy con¬ 
ceived as hope for a better fu¬ 
ture, and that so many hundreds 
of us worked to create may 
perish from the town. You who 
have stayed and still live there, 
please put your minds and wills 
together to find the methods that 
will make our dreams survive. 

As I see the situation, volun¬ 
teer consumer members working 
cooperatively with essential em¬ 
ployees could lower operating 
costs and have fun doing it. Put 
on your creative bonnets. There 
can be much less dependence on 
highly paid management. 

I am enclosing a Wedge Com¬ 
munity Co-op Handbook describ¬ 
ing operating procedures that 
have worked successfully here. 

Eleanor Roosevelt, Rex Tug- 
well. Edward Filene, Sherrod 
East, Rob Volckhausen joined 
many others in creating the or¬ 
ganization that has survived this 
long and will lead the way for 
our stores to continue to serve 
its members. 

Robert E. Jacobsen 
Minneapolis 

(First resident manager under 
the Co-op Organizing Commit¬ 
tee) 

Editor’s Note: We have passed 
along the Wedge Community 
Co-op Handbook to GHI’s Ad 
Hoc Community Committee to 
preserve Greenbelt’s Co-op. 

—February 2, 1984 

I write to argue in support of 
persuading the Greenbelt Co-op 
board to keep our supermarket 
open for six months while its 
future re-incarnation is being 
worked out. 

There is a story about a not- 
too-bright farmer who raised 
apples. He figured it cost him 
$4 per dozen to raise them. When 
he took them to market, he sold 
them for 30 cents each. Soon he 
discovered that he was losing 
money. He thought it over a lot, 
and finally the solution came to 
him. What he needed was a big¬ 
ger truck! 

i seriously doubt that what 
old Greenbelt needs on the pre¬ 
mises of the supermarket is 
more of the same. . . . 

We Need More Time. 

—March 1, 1984 

Where’s the Beef?? GCI is 
still waiting to see the 1,004 
signed petitions. Last week’s 
front page article (with no by¬ 
line under the caption “SOS 
Hands GCf 1004 Signatures”) 
stated these petitions were pre¬ 
sented to the Board, but the only 
petitions “handed” to the Board 
were blank forms. SOS has told 
GCI, the News Review and The 
Journal that they exist but has 
yet to produce them. . . , 

Let’s cast aside the “Big Bun” 
offers and concentrate on the 
beef! 

-—March 22, 1984 


Yes, we sought so-called “fan¬ 
fare.” . . . We felt that without 
making use of the media, a citi¬ 
zens group stood little chance 
against a conglomerate with $11 
million in assets and over $50 
million in sales last year. . . . 
On March 12 ... a delegation 
from SOS presented before the 
Board 1C04 signed petitions and 
informed them that more were 
anticipated. . . . Rather than 
leaving the original petitions 
with them that evening, we ex¬ 
plained that we would photocopy 
. . . them and return a complete 
copy to GCI later in the month. 
The Board acknowledged our 
petitions and gave no suggestion 
that our plan to provide them 
with a later copy presented any 
concern. . . . These were delivered 
to GCI on March 26. 

—March 29, 1984 
This is a critical time when 
all of us must pull together. We 
may disagree on the best or 
most feasible option but we all 
should be able to agree on “sav¬ 
ing our services.” We can sup¬ 
port the SOS petition drive and 
support the new Greenbelt Con¬ 
sumer Cooperative too. The 
“Beef” in Greenbelt has always 
been its unity and community 
spirit. Unfortunately, the miss¬ 
ing ingredient this time is uni¬ 
fied community leadership. 

—March 29, 1984 


Once again, let’s concentrate 
on the beef!! 

—April 5, 1984 

Let’s stop this nonsense and 
these unwarranted attacks on the 
SOS Citizens Committee. Citi¬ 
zens certainly have a right to 
participate in more than one way 
to preserve the services that 
the co-op provides in Greenbelt 
without being criticized in letters 
to the News Review. 

I joined the new Greenbelt 
co-op organization and the SOS 
committee, and weeks ago wrote 
a letter to the News Review 
urging other citizens to partici¬ 
pate in the efforts of both of 
these organizations 

In view of our common goal, 
it certainly makes good sense to 
respect everyone’s efforts. 

—April 19, 1984 
Let’s have done with disparag¬ 
ing the efforts of anyone. Let's 
show that we all understand 
what “cooperative” means. We 
need everyone’s support and good 
wishes. Let’s earn them. 

—April 19, 1984 
We must have about 400 more 
people show their commitment to 
the venture by subscribing at 
least $10. The handwriting is on 
the wall, and all of us who find 
the store convenient at its pres¬ 
ent location should read it, be¬ 
cause it says “Help!” 

—April 19, 1984 


Grand Opening Tonight! Grand Opening Tonight! Grand Opening Tonight! 

“Swi 



Photo by Yar Mahan 

We operate under the usual cooperative system, even to the extent of patron* 
age refunds. Save your empty beer bottles, return them at the end of the 
year, and get your refund. Any similarity between this and any existing 
Co-op is strictly eoopcidental. 

Opening Night Special: Two-quart souvenir hip flask to all the gentlemen 

REMEMBER! THE MAN WHO WANTS TO GET AHEAD GETS IT AT 

San 

{For those you prefer their beer in cans—we have the biggest can in town!) 
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The Board of Directors 
of 

Greenbeit Homes, Inc. 


Congratulates 



the 

Greenbeit News Review 

for 50 years 

of Community Involvement 
through Volunteerism 

in producing a continuous flow of news to the Greenbeit community. 
The GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 
has played a major role in fostering the civic activism that is so 
prevalent throughout Greenbeit and is to be commended for rallying 
support for worthy causes when problems and issues have arisen. 

Greenbeit Homes, Inc. 
is proud to have been associated with the 
Greenbeit News Review 


for over 35 years and grateful to its staff who have dedicated their 
time to keep us informed. We trust that the Greenbeit News Review 
will continue its successes over the next 50 years. 
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On July 18 , 1966 the Greenbelt News Review was hit 
with a $2,000,000 libel suit initiated by a local real estate 
developer , Charles S. Bresler% who ivas a member of the i 
State legislature and also a candidate for the post of 
Maryland State Comptroller at the time . The suit's main 
charge was that the newspaper had published defamatory 
remarks made against Bresler by citizens at public ses¬ 
sions of the Greenbelt city c&uncil in October , 1965 . The 
remarks were directed to a proposal of Bresler*s that had 
sought city support for rezoning for apartments a large 
tract of land (parcels 1 and 2) he and his associates 
owned in exchange for selling to the city another tract 
(parcel 15), favored by the city for a senior high school 
site . A Prince Georges county jury in January , 1968 found 
the remarks libelous and a $17,500 judgment awarded 
Bresler was later affirmed by the Maryland Court of Ap¬ 
peals in May . 1969 . 

The case was successfully appealed to the U . S . Su¬ 
preme Court which unanimously reversed and vacated the 
judgment in May, 1970 . The nation's highest court ruled 
that the News Review was “performing its wholly legiti¬ 
mate function as a community newspaper when it pub¬ 
lished full reports of these public debates in its news col¬ 
umns.” 

The articles on this page are taken from the News 
Review files and depict the major events in the libel suit. 

Chas. Bresler Files $2,000,000 
Suit Against News Review 


suit asking $2,000,000 in damages has been filed by 
Charles Bresler, local developer, against the Greenbelt News 
Review and its president, Alfred M. Skolnik. The suit quoted 
excerpts from three news stories, two headlines, three let¬ 
ters to the editor, and two editorials over a 9-month period 
as being printed “without reasonable justification or ex¬ 
cuse/' 


The quoted material for the 
most part dealt with Bresler’s 
transactions and negotiations 
with the city council and county 
school board regarding his land 
holdings. 

The suit, filed by Bresler's at¬ 
torney Abraham Chasanow, on 
July 18, in the Prince Georges 
Circuit Court charges the news¬ 
paper with publishing material 
that exposed Bresler to “public 
sco-rn, hatred, contempt, disgrace 
and ridicule” and degraded him 
“in the esteem or opinion of the 
residents of the City of Greenbelt 
and the State of Maryland and 
elsewhere.” 

The suit further said that the 


material was published for the 
purpose of imputing to Bresler 
“the commission of the crime of 
blackmail” and ‘Vorrupt and dis¬ 
honest motives in his dealings 
with City, County and State of¬ 
ficials and others.” 

The suit claims that such ac¬ 
tion injured Bresler in his busi¬ 
ness reputation and occupation 
and in his financial credit and 
transactions. 

The News Review has engaged 
David Reich of the District and 
Maryland -bar and the firm of 
Roy all, Koegel, and Rogers of 
New York and Washington, D,C. 
to defend the action. 

—July 28, 1966 


News Review Drive Over $1400; 
Delivery Service to be Expanded 

Developer Charles Bresler won his libel suit against the 
Greenbelt News Review, instituted in July 1966, when an 
Upper Marlboro jury found the newspaper and its president, 
Alfred Skolnik, guilty of libel, and ordered $17,500 damages 
to be paid to the plaintiff. A glum group of Greenbelters 
witnessed the closing moments of the trial which has grip¬ 
ped the community's interest during the past week. 


After 5 days of testimony and 
arguments before Circuit Judge 
Robert B, Mathias, the trial end¬ 
ed on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
January 9. The jury deliberated 
for about three hours before 
reaching its verdict. Finding for 
the plaintiff, it awarded Charles 
Bresler a total of $17,500— 
$5,000 in compensatory dam¬ 
ages and $12,500 in punitive 
damages. The defendant Alfred 
Skolnik heard the verdict calm¬ 
ly, but News Review partisans 
in the audience of the hushed 
courtroom were visibly shocked. 
The newspaper corporation was 
a co-defendant in the two mil¬ 
lion dollar lawsuit. 

Counsel for the plaintiff. Ab¬ 
raham Chasanow, had based his 
case mainly on the charge that 
Skolnik and the newspaper had 
spearheaded a community-wide 
effort to discredit Bresler in 
Greenbelt, and that they had 
knowingly and with malice pub¬ 
lished false information about 
the plaintiff in a deliberate at¬ 
tempt to damage his reputation. 


Roger A. Clark and David Reich, 
counsels for the defense, had 
argued that the statements about 
Bresler published by the News 
Review represented fair comment 
about his public dealings as a 
land developer in Greenbelt. Fur¬ 
thermore, they argued that 
Bresler was a public figure, and 
newspaper comments about him 
were within the Constitutional 
guarantee of freedom of the 
press. 

According to Chasanow*, there 
existed a strong connection be¬ 
tween Skolnik and the News 
Review, the Citizens for a 
Planned Greenbelt (CFPG) and 
Greenbelt Homes, Inc., as well 
as members of the City Council 
and others. 

Two years ago, it Was assert¬ 
ed, CFPG organized a fund¬ 
raising drive to finance legal 
actions; the money was later 
used in a lawsuit, in which a 
number of Greenbelt residents 
are suing for damages and in 
which Bresler and Chasanow are 
defendants. 


Anatomy of a 

U.S. Supreme Court Reverses 
News Review Libel Judgment 


In a unanimous 8-0 decision, the U. S. Supreme Court 
on Monday May 18, reversed the $17,500 libel judgment 
against the Greenbelt News Review awarded to local devel¬ 
oper Charles S. Bresler as the result of a Prince Georges 
Circuit Court jury verdict in January, 1968. The verdict had 
been upheld by the Maryland Court of Appeals in May, 1969. 


The main issue in the case 
involved the publication by the 
News Review* of remarks made 
by citizens at two city council 
meetings in October, 1965 which 
characterized as “blackmail” a 
proposal of the developer that 
sought city support for rezoning. 

Bresler’s attorney, Abraham 
Chasanow, maintained that the 
articles imputed to Bresler “the 
commission of the crime of 
blackmail” and were published 
because the paper bore hostility 
toward Bresler. 

In the decision rendered by 
Justice Potter Stewart, the court 
held “that as a matter of con¬ 
stitutional law, the word “black¬ 
mail” in these circumstances was 
not slander When spoken, and not 
libel when reported in the Green- 
belt News Review” The court 
referred to the fact that Bres¬ 
ler’s negotiations with the city 
were a subject of substantial 
concern to all who lived in the 
community and had evoked sub¬ 
stantial controversy and heated 
debates. 

Publishing Reports Legitimate 

Justice Stewart agreed with 
the argument put forward by the 
newspaper’s attorney, Roger A. 
Clark, that the newspaper was 
“performing its wholly legiti¬ 
mate function as a community 


Moreover, he said, in reporting 
on two City Council meetings, 
the News Review had quoted 
citizens who had, in effect, char¬ 
acterized Bresler’s proposals to 
Council as “blackmail.” By im¬ 
puting this serious crime to the 
plaintiff, Chasanow charged, the 
newspaper had damaged his re¬ 
putation. Clark, on the other 
hand, did not argue that the 
charge of blackmail was true, 
but attempted to make clear that 
the term “blackmail”, as used 
in the context of the articles in 
question, did not imply any crim¬ 
inal charge. 

Clark noted there was wide 
community concern about Bres¬ 
ler’s activities in connection with 
land development in Greenbelt. 
Expressions of this concern at 
city council meetings, he said, 
were faithfully reported in the 
paper. 

Chasanow's summation, in ad¬ 
dition to listing the charges, also 
included his view of the News 
Review’s financial resources. In 
case the jury was worried about 
the paper’s ability to pay dam¬ 
ages, he declared, it -should note 
that the News Review was 
richer than the metropolitan pa¬ 
pers (the Washington Post and 
the Washington Star) since it 
was able to give the paper away 
free to 4,000 residents of the 
community each week. Based on 
a price of ten cents a copy, he 
reckoned, the 200.000 copies giv¬ 
en away each year added up to 
about $20,000 given away by the 
paper each year. 

—January II, 1968 


newspaper when it published full 
reports of these public debates 
in its nows columns.” To hold 
otherwise, the high court said, 
“would subvert the most funda¬ 
mental meaning of a free press.” 

With respect to the word 
“blackmail,” Stewart said, “it 
was simply impossible to believe” 
that the articles could be read 
as charging Bresler with a 
crime. “Even the most careless 
reader,” the Justice continued, 
“must have perceived that the 
word was no more than rhe¬ 
torical hyperbole, a vigorous 
epithet used by those who con¬ 
sidered Bresler’s negotiating po¬ 
sition extremely unreasonable.” 


Stewart noted that the articles 
published in the News Review 
were accurate, full, and truth¬ 
ful reports of what had been said 
at the public hearings before the 
city council. 

Instructiona to Jury 
In reversing the judgment the 
court held that the instructions 
to the jury constituted an “error 
of constitutional magnitude.” To 
define “malice,” as the trial judge 
did, to include “spite, hostility, or 
deliberate intention to harm” 
Justice Stewart said, was con¬ 
trary to the New York Times 
rule. 

The New York Times rule pre¬ 
cludes recovery in libel suns by 
public officials and public figures 
except where they can prove 
that a false and defamatory 
statement was made with know¬ 
ledge that it was false or with 
reckless disregard of whether 
it was false or not 

—May 21, 1976 


Md. Court of Appeals Sustains 
Judgment in News Review Libel Suit 

A unanimous Maryland Court of Appeals on Friday, 
May 2, affirmed the $17,500 libel judgment awarded local 
developer Charles S. Bresler against the Greenbelt News Re¬ 
view in a Januai^ 1968 Prince Georges Circuit Court jury 
verdict. 


The appellant News Review 
had argued that the word “black¬ 
mail” was an expression of 
opinion used in a non-criminal, 
colloquial sense to mean the ex¬ 
ercise of pressure, but Judge 
Wilson K. Barnes, who wrote 
the opinion for the five-man 
Court of Appeals, said that the 
intended meaning was for the 
jury to determine, “The charg¬ 
ing of Mr. Bresler with having 
committed blackmail could be 
found by the jury (as it was) 
that he was charged with the 
commission of a crime,” he 
said. 

Judge Barnes rejected the 
appellant’s argument that the 
“blackmail” articles were con¬ 
stitutionally protected because 
they were accurate reports of 
what was said during official 
public meetings of the Greenbelt 
city council regarding a public 
proposal of great interest to the 


community. The court ruled that 
the Federal constitutional pro¬ 
tection provided by the New 
York Times rule did not apply 
since there was “credible evi¬ 
dence” from which the jury could 
find that the newspaper pub¬ 
lished the articles with actual 
knowledge of the falsity of the 
charge of the commission of the 
crime of blackmail 
The court concluded that 
“there were sufficient facta to 
indicate to the jury an affirma¬ 
tive hostility, a personal animus 
against Bresler and a desire on 
the part of the publishers of the 
News Review to injure his repu¬ 
tation and standing in the 
Greenbelt area through the use 
of false charges,” The Court of 
Appeals also found no prejudi¬ 
cial error in the rulings and 
charge of the trial court. 

—May 6, 1969 


Escrow Fund Beinf Collected 
To Back News Review Appeal 

About 130 persons, attending a public meeting (hastily called 
by the Greenbelt Freedom of the (Press Committee on Friday, Jan¬ 
uary 12, at the Greenbelt Municipal Building, voted unanimously to 
support the News Review in appealing its libel verdict. They also 
voted to set up an escrow fund made up of voluntary contributions, 
tc serve as security for the $17,500 judgment against the News Review 
while the case is under appeal. 


In case -the appeal is success¬ 
ful all money contributed to the 
escrow fund, it was announced, 
would be returned with interest. 
In urging citizens to contribute 
to the escrow fund, the Commit¬ 
tee said, “Seldom in our lifetimes 
are we privileged to make a di¬ 
rect contribution to protect one 
of our bask freedoms — freedom 
of the press. This is not just the 
News Review’s right to report 
the news, but your right to be 


kept fully informed on what ia 
going on in the community.” 

The meeting ended with the 
setting up of a committee to or¬ 
ganise the fund raising, especial¬ 
ly the collection of the required 
$17,500 into the escrow fund, 
within the 30 days allowed for 
the filing of an appeal 
At the meeting itself, close to 
$12,000 was pledged for the es¬ 
crow fund. 

—January 18,1968 
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Libel Suit 

Wedded to the News Review: 
Alfred and Elaine Skolnik 

Editor's Note: For the staff of the News Review , the 
last live years were dominated by the libel suit, which 
absorbed all the energies we had to spare . By far the great¬ 
est share of the burden was borne by our Board President, 
Al Skolnik, and his wife Elaine. Since the character of 
their leadership was so important to us during this period, 
we felt that this special issue was the natural place to ack¬ 
nowledge it with a story about these two remarkable 
people . 

This suggestion was not well received by the Skolniks 9 
who have always disliked personal publicity. The Board 
nevertheless decided to override their objections because 
of our feeling that such a story was appropriate at this 
time; even more , that it would be a distortion to omit it. 

Somo people have religion. The Skclniks have the 
News Review . 

Crammed into their cheerful, spotless GHI house is a 
complete back file, in multiple, of the News Review. This 
is Alfred Skolnik’s answer to the high cost of fire insur¬ 
ance; the News Review cannot afford to insure its office. 
Skolnick is archive-minded. When they drop the Bomb 
he will expire fretting that the files of the newspaper 
were in the target zone. 


Community Gives Support 

The impact of the libel suit was not limited to the 
News Review. The community itself was outraged, for it 
saiv a threat not only to the newspaper's freedom to report 
the activities of a public figure , but also to the public's 
right to know , to be kept informed of a public controversy 
that was being generated by his activities . Within a week , 
a Greenbelt Freedom of the Press Committee was organ¬ 
ized, chaired by Charles F. Schwan and Albert K. Herling, 
to raise money for the newspaper's defense . When the 
News Review lost in the lower court , the Freedom Commit¬ 
tee launched a successful drive to collect $20,000 to cover 
the judgment while the case was appealed to the higher 
court. Altogether, the community contributed over 
$30,000 and it was this evidence of community support 
that sustained the newspaper during the h-year legal 
struggle. 

F/g/if For Freedom 


Even Elaine Skolnik rebels 
against keeping 5,000 old news¬ 
papers under the tea towels, but 
it doesn’t help. Her husband, a 
man utterly without small talk, 
is a debater of massive obstinacy 
on the subjects that interest him. 
His knowledge of Greenbelt’s 
history is encyclopedic and his 
memory phenomenal. Al is a 
walking morgue (newspaper 
morgue, that is). 

Conservative Crusader 

No one could be more unlike 
the popular idea of a crusading 
journalist than Skolnik. “Al is 
a deeply conservative liberal,” 
says one of the newspaper’s 40 
former editors. “He always starts 
by saying: ‘It’s too strong. Can’t 
we tone it down?” Skolnik de¬ 
plores controversy, loves compro¬ 
mise. and lecoils from sensa¬ 
tionalism of any kind. He is nev¬ 
er happier than when lack of 
space compels the editor to omit 
the police news. Imperceptibly, 
idealism and stubbornness en¬ 
meshed him in the four year con¬ 
flict that was the libel suit. 

Al Skolnik became the unsalar¬ 
ied president of the Greenbelt 
Cooperative Publishing Co., pub¬ 
lishers of the News Review, in 
1959 and has been reelected 
every year. A native of New Jer¬ 
sey who has lived in Greenbelt 
for 20 years, he is chief of a 
research branch in the Social 
Security Administration and 
holds a Ph.D., in political science. 

A neighbor persuaded the Skol- 
niks to join the staff of the News 
Review in 1955 and for a few 
years Skolnik covered meetings 
as a reporter. His wife began 
to write the column, “Our Neigh¬ 
bors,” which is still a popular 
feature. 

Early Hardships 

When Skolnik became presi¬ 
dent in 1959, the News Review 
was on the brink of the grave. 
Advertisers had quit, the morale 
of the shrinking staff was low, 
and the paper’s indebtedness to 
the printer was growing greater 
every week. The Skolniks tried a 
door-to-door fund drive, followed 
by a second in 1960; they also 
solicited ads. To their relief, 
these campaigns were success¬ 
ful enough to make additional 
fund drives unnecessary (until 
the lawsuit came along). 

The News Review gradually 
took over their lives, until now 
Elaine Skolnik says: “I don’t 


think I could ever give it up.” 

Nor could her husband. “Al 
would do anything for the News 
Review.” she says, “If the kids 
wanted him to take them some¬ 
place . . . well, maybe, iiut ne’d 
travel miles to pick up the 
Pepco ad for the paper when it 
doesn’t come in time.” 

Al believes strongly in freedom 
of the press. “What people often 
forget/’ he says, “is that freedom 
of the press means not just the 
newspaper’s right to publish 
without harassment or intimida¬ 
tion, but also the citizen’s right 
to express his views.” 

That is why he stresses so 
much the role of the newspaper 
in providing a forum for the 
exchange of views. “We have a 
liberal policy on printing letters 
to the editor. We feel this is 
very necessary. As reporters, we 
can strive to avoid errors, but we 
are only human. If any person 
feels that he is not given a fair 
shake in the newspaper’s col¬ 
umns or feels that the issues 
have not been presented fairly, 
we urge him to use the Letters 
to the Editor column.” 

Zoning and Gossip 

As for Elaine Skolnik, she is 
attractive and very feminine; 
few can resist her warmth and 
friendliness. Underneath a fluffy 
manner she is shrewd, skeptical 
and tireless in research. She has 
developed into an expert on the 
local zoning and sewage morass 
and an able reporter. “It’s funny 
how you can think something’s 
so boring until you get into it,” 
she comments. The style of her 

Some of the domestic reper¬ 
cussions of the lawsuit pained 
her. “I was always racing around 
to Marlboro or Washington— 
wherever work had to be done 
for our lawyers. Consequently, 
the children, who were used to 
having me at home, had a lot 
of adjusting to do, and I had 
a lot of guilt feelings. As for 
my mother?” she said. “Her re¬ 
action was unprintable. She 
thought I was fading away,” 
(Elaine’s weight hovers around 
102 pounds and she lost ten 
pounds during the lawsuit.) 

Taking a Stand 

When Elame was a coed study¬ 
ing occupational therapy at New 
York University, the last thing 
she imagined she’d ever find her¬ 
self doing was newspaper work. 
“I never liked controversy and 


COMMITTEE IS FORMED 
TO SOLICIT FUNDS FOR 
NEWS REVIEW LAW SUIT 

A Greenbelt Freedom of the 
Press Committee has been form¬ 
ed as a result of the $2,000,000 
libel suit filed by land developer 
Charles S. Bresler against the 
Greenbelt News Review and its 
president, Alfred M. Skolnik. The 
Committee will solicit and collect 
funds inside and outside of 
Greenibelt to assist the defend¬ 
ants in meeting legal and other 
expenses incurred in connection 
with the suit. 

The Committee is asking that 
contributions be mailed or depos¬ 
ited to the Committee's account 
at Twin Pines Savings and Loan 
Association, 105 Centerway. 

The Committee will also con¬ 
duct a door-to-door campaign for 
funds. 

—August 4, 1966 

Press Escrow Fund 
Available for Refunds 

The Greenbelt Freedom of the 
Press Committee disbanded of¬ 
ficially last week with the an¬ 
nouncement that the $20,000 col¬ 
lected in the Freedom of the 
Press Escow Fund in connection 
with the News Review libel case 
is now available for refund to 
contributors with interest. Con. 
tact should be made directly 
with Twin Pines Savings and 
Loan Association, custodian of 
the funds. 

Charles F. Schwan and Albert 
K. Herling, co-chairmen of the 
Freedom of the Press Commit¬ 
tee, joined the News Review staff 
in expressing their deep appre¬ 
ciation to the community for the 
support given the principle of 
freedom of the press. 

They also wished to acknow¬ 
ledge that debt owed to the 
newspaper’s attorney, Roger A. 
Clark of the firm of Royall, Koe- 
geL, and Wells, who successfully 
carried the case from the trial 
court to the U.S. Supreme Court 
on a volunteer basis. 

—August 27, 1970 


when there was an argument, 
I'd run in the other direction,” 
she said. “I stili don’t like to 
argue, but the News Review has 
taught me you have to take a 
stand. It's given more substance 
to life. 

“I love Greenbelt. You either 
like it or you don’t. Some people 
find the entrance depressing, the 
clotheslines and frame homes un¬ 
sightly, I never felt that way. 
They’re part of the scene along 
with the trees, the parkland, and 
the wonderful recreational facili¬ 
ties a kid can walk to in safety. 

“Greenbelt is a way of life— 
that’s why I’m interested in zon¬ 
ing and the environment. Years 
ago there were few to defend 
the public. Fortunately, this is 
no longer the case — there are 
many now to carry the ‘Green¬ 
belt will never give up’ banner. 

I remember when, in the mid- 
196Q’s, we’d come home from 
Marlboro bloodied. Outside of 
Greenbelt we were known as 
nuts—oddballs. 

“If you were defending the 
public interest, you were crazy. 
The pendulum has been swinging 
the other way, perhaps not fast 
enough, but enough so that we 
no longer feel we’re always on 
the losing end.” 

—November 1972 


Have you ever thought of what 
it would be like to open your 
front door Thursday nights and 
find no News Review resting on 
the step ? True, this happens 
once in a while when the news¬ 
boy is sick or makes a mistake, 
but then you can always pick up 
an extra copy at Twin Pines. 

But if the News Review were 
to cease publishing, and the door¬ 
step were empty every Thursday 
night, think of the vacuum that 
would exist. How would we know 
of actions City Council took, of 
decisions made by the GHI board, 
of cluib meetings to be held, of 
swimming lessons registration — 
of a million and one things that 
make up the unique fabric of our 
lives in Greenbelt? 

Let us not wait to see what 
our city would be like without 
our precious newspaper, which 
incidently is free. Give gener¬ 
ously to the News Review Legal 
Defense Fund (or Freedom of the 
Press Drive as it is a’so known) 
when the collector comes to your 
door. The News Review fights 
for your freedom to know — let 
us fight for its freedom to live. 

—June 29, 1967 


Gala Dance is Planned 
For N-R Appeal Fund 

A gala dance affair to raise 
funds for the appeal of the $17,- 
500 libel judgment against the 
Greenbelt News Review was ap¬ 
proved at last Friday's Freedom 
of the Press rally in Center 
School. According to plans an¬ 
nounced by subcommittee chair¬ 
man Edwin Ross, the dance will 
be held at the Greenbelt Armory 
on Saturday evening, May 11, 

The dance is one of many ac¬ 
tivities the subcommittee in con¬ 
sidering to raise the estimated 
$10,000 needed to cover the cost 
of carrying an appeal to the 
higher courts. 

About 100 persons attending 
the Friday meeting also voted 
unanimously to advise the news¬ 
paper to file an appeal. 

—February 1, [968 


As Others Viewed It 

“The U. S. Supreme Court, reaffirming its commitment to free 
. an ma ^ or issues, unanimously overturned yesterda 
the $17,500 libel judgment , . —Washington Post, May 19, 197 

“Newspapers won clearance from the Supreme Court today to re 
port in full controversial public meetings even if Vigorous epithetj 
are used against a public figure , . . The high court said the Firs 
Amendment protects news articles even if hot words are used agains 
an individual” -The Evening Star, May 18, 197 

“The (Supreme Court) decision assured the press and broadcaster 
they cannot be held for libel for reporting free-swinging debat 
on public issues ... The decision went on to say that the Firs 
Amendment strictly limits the scope of libel judgments so that th 
press may freely report issues of community concern without finan 
cial worry.” 

Montgomery County’s Charles Bresler has become an unwitting 
principal in a Freedom of Information case which will be hailed V 
many as another long step forward in the continuing fight to main 
tain the right of citizens to freely speak out.” 

—Prince Georges Sentinel, May 21, 1971 

“The Supreme Court broadened the constitutional defenses a 
newsmen against libel suits today by ruling that the press cannot b< 
held liable for reporting exaggerated charges leveled against publi 
figures when it is clear that the accusations are "political hyperbole. 
The ruling was another in a series of decisions by the Court in recen 
years to bolster the news media’s First Amendment protections . 
Today’s decision placed a constitutional restriction on the traditiona 
legal assumption that a person falsely accused of a crime may recov 
er damages for defamation even without proof that he has sufferet 
monetary loss because of the libel The opinion concluded that whei 
charges that technically amount to an accusation of crime are mad« 
during heated public debate the charges cannot constitutionally be th< 
basis of a libel or slander judgment if it is clear that there was n< 
intention to accuse anyone of criminal conduct.” 

—New York Times, May 19, 197( 

The United States Supreme Court, in a significant ruling that ex 
tends the concept of a free press, has held that newspapers cannol 
be held guilty of libel for accurately reporting heated debate among 
public figures on public issue . . . The High Court’s elaboration of the 
First Amendment does not give the press license to slander, smear oi 
libel. It strengthens the right to report accurately what people are 
saying in a pub’de debate without fear of being hounded by (those) 
who think they can silence the press by threat of legal action,” 

—Madison Wise., Capital Times, May 20, 1970 





Who’s Who in theNewsReview 


(Continued from page one) 
staff, who can write, edit, put 
the paper together, work the “ad 
desk/' and help with business 
records of the paper as required. 

With the News Review for 16 
years. Barbara Likowski has an 
eagle eye for errors and an al¬ 
most photographic memory for 
what has arrived in the stacks 
of mail received by the paper 
each week. Her total recall and 
attention to detail on Tuesday 
nights contribute greatly to the 
paper's accuracy and complete¬ 
ness. She covers occasional city 
council meetings, does the make¬ 
up on many Wednesday nights 
and often reads page-proofs at 
the print shop on Thursdays. An¬ 
other extremely versatile staffer, 
she can and does fill in for al¬ 
most any staff job which needs 
doing. 

At the Heart of the Paper 

Editor for 15 years. Mary Lou 
Williamson does some of every¬ 
thing. She solicits advertising 
throughout the week, edits copy 
on Tuesday nights, does make-up 
herself or assists with it every 
Wednesday night and goes to the 
print shop to give the paper its 
final review on Thursdays. She 
is the one person who knows all 
jobs and can do any of them 
while dealing with dozens of 
callers and constant staff ques¬ 
tions in her relaxed and calm 
manner. 

From her 17th floor Bethesda 
apartment Elaine Skolnik is the 
Katherine Graham of the News 
Review. She cut her teeth on the 
paper by writing the chatty 
“Our Neighoors” column for al¬ 
most 20 years. Gradually she be¬ 
came the guru of sewage dis¬ 
posal plants, development zon¬ 
ing. roads, and numerous other 
critical public issues. With tele¬ 
phone in hand, she is a relentless 
factual researcher. Elaine now 
specializes in residential land 
development and progress of 
the Metro subway. Elaine rarely 
attends meetings but she hobnobs 
with politicians, developers and 
their attorneys at social func¬ 
tions in Greenbelt and never 
hesitates to follow up with tough 
questions for her stories. 

Elaine assumed the presidency 
of the News Review when her 
late husband. Alfred Skolnik, 
died in 1977. She stepped down 
from that position in 1986 to be 


able to devote more time to her 
grandchildren and other pet pro¬ 
jects. 

Elaine, in her present job as 
news editor, assigns stories, 
trains jorunalism interns and 
new reporters, calls errant ad¬ 
vertisers who are late in paying 
bills, is usually on hand Tues¬ 
day nights, and checks in by 
phone every Wednesday night 
(even when she is on vacation) 
to help decide what goes into the 
paper and what doesn't. Despite 
her attempt to reduce her role, 
Elaine continues to exert a 
strong influence on all aspects 
of the paper. 

This reporter is a community 
specialist with Prince Georges 
County government. I have been 
with the News Review for 21 
years and consider myself most¬ 
ly a writer, preferring feature 
writing to news. Over the years, 
I have interviewed a lot of 
“Greenbelt's Greats,” as well as 
written a number of obituaries on 
the same. I also do make-up on 
Wednesday nights as well as 
work on special issues like this 
one. 

News Review as a Business 

Few people understand that 
though the News Review is 
a volunteer organization which 
started in someone's living room 
back in 1937, it nevertheless is 
a business. Business manager 
Mary Halford, a Certified Public 
Accountant, works hard to make 
sure that the business desk runs 
smoothly and that the board is 
supplied with timely financial in¬ 
formation. One of her greatest 
accomplishments in the two years 
she has been with the paper 
is the development of a full- 
fledged business staff. That staff 
consists of Lee Hool. Lucille Ja¬ 
coby. Clarice Ollershaw and 
Connie Davis. Among them, they 
tally up the advertising inches 
each week, send out bills, main¬ 
tain the records, and fill out the 
tax forms. 

Advertising, that life-blood of 
any newspaper, is managed on 
Tuesday nights by the ad staff, 
Joanne Tucker, Adrianne Plater, 
and Louise Kramer. Joanne has 
fielded ad calls and solicited ads 
from forgetful advertisers for 
the last 12 years. It is her job 
laU on Tuesday night, to total 
up the inches of advertising and 
tell Mary Lou how big the paper 


can be that week. Most readers 
don't think about it, but that's 
the deciding factor each week— 
the number of inches of adver¬ 
tising determines the number of 
pages that can be paid for. The 
make-up staff chooses from the 
news copy and fits it to the pa¬ 
per's size. 

A large, unfilled gap exists on 
the advertising staff at present. 
Until his death a few weeks ago, 
Jake Jacoby acted as the entire 
ad staff on Monday evenings. He 
and his work are sorely missed. 

Proofreading 

Proofreading can make a paper 
shine or become an object of 
ridicule. Fortunately, the News 
Review has a core of superior 
proofreaders, who work Wednes¬ 
day nights. These include Lekh 
and Suzanne Batra, Nancy Bir- 
ner. Jan Brenner, Dorothy Daly, 
Peggy Hool, Janet James, Bon¬ 
nie Jenkins, Elizabeth Maffay. 
Mary Moien, Denise and Gary 
Peck, Walter Penney, Ruth Pow¬ 
ell, Pat Scully, Pearl Siegel, 
Sandra Smith, Jean Turkiewicz, 
Dorothy Lauber, Ottilie Van 
Allen. Peter Van Allen, Marlene 
Vikor, and Virginia Zanner. Sev¬ 
eral of these people have been 
on the News Review staff for 
over 10 years. Some, like Mary 
Moien and Sandra Smith, are 
also reporters who write feature 
articles and cover occasional 
meetings. 

Tuesday nighters, those folks 
who come out—rain or shine, 
blizzard or hail storm—to the 
paper’s long-time home in the 
orange-colored basement office of 
15 Parkway to type stories, edit 
and write headlines include copy 
readers Jane Jaworski, Betsy 
Likowski, Martha Kaufman, and 
Dorrie Bates. Betsy also writes 
on some zoning and environmen¬ 
tal matters and Dorrie does fea¬ 
ture stories. Martha writes the 
popular “Our Neighbors” column 
and looks after subscriptions. 

Jack Brickman, who compiles 
the “Police Blotter," knows that 
business from the inside. He is 
a retired D.C. police precinct 
captain. 

Judy Goldstein has written the 
Greenbelt Grab-Bag for years. 
She holds the record for longe¬ 
vity in column writing, and her 
gentle humor has tickled the 
funny bone of two generations 
of Green be Iters. 

Sid Kastner. Eileen Peterson, 
Leta Mach, and Steve Galanis 
(a journalism intern from the 


University of Maryland) round 
out the “stable of reporters,” as 
A1 Skolnik used to call them. 
Leta has also been a Thursday 
morning proofreader on occasion. 
We are currently without Thurs¬ 
day morning regular. Art Donn, 
whose new job and hours com¬ 
pete, Ruth Kastner and Betsy 
Likowski are now page-proofing 
on alternate Thursdays, 

Putting It All Together 

The Wednesday night make¬ 
up job—when the News Review 
stories are cut up, headlines 
pasted on, and all that fits on 
the pages is placed in its spot 
alongside the ads—is performed 
in rotation by Diane Oberg, Bar¬ 
bara and Betsy Likowski, Mary 
Lou Williamson, this reporter 
and James Coleman (now on 
sabbatical because of a job con¬ 
flict). 

Circulation — delivering the 
paper on time (well, by Fri¬ 
day evening, anyway)—is the 
job of Mike Jones, who from the 
depths of his taxicab drops 
stacks of newspapers on the 
doorsteps of the carriers within 
the core of Greenbelt. Outside 
the core of the city, the news- 
pers are picked up by representa- 
tives of Springhill Lake. W ; "H- 


sor Green, Greertbriar, Green¬ 
wood Village and Hunting Ridge, 
to be delivered to those areas. 
Approximately 30 boys and girls, 
ages 8 to 18, deliver the News 
Review weekly. Often this is 
their very first paying job. And 
some of them graduate to be¬ 
come full staffers—Allan Stem, 
who delivered the paper in Lake¬ 
side for years is now a Tuesday 
nighter. typing copy. Close to 
1,000 papers are distributed by 
Joan Neumann to the area's 
shopping centers, grocery stores 
and business parks. 

The News Review has been 
printed by Allen Printing in 
Hyattsville for almost 50 years. 
This family-owned business— 
three generations working to¬ 
gether, is an integral part of 
the News Review operation with 
its ancient linotype machines 
and hand-set headlines. New- 
fangled computers have yet to 
catch up with the Allens who 
know more about Greenbelt than 
most Greenbelters. 

It takes a lot of people—and 
a fair amount of dedication and 
hard work—to put out a news¬ 
paper every week, with never a 
week missed, for 50 years, that's 
Qfmp issues? Is it any wonder 
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Ok’f/ .Secret 

FRESH SEAFOOD 

Specializing in Continental Cuisine 


LIVE MAINE LOBSTER 1H LBS. W/CRABMEAT 
FRESH SWORD FISH W/SHRIMP & HERBS 
FRESH TUNA FISH BAR B-Q 

FRESH NORWAY SALMON W/SHRIMP AU PERNOD 
FRESH WHOLE BABY SALMON W/CRABMEAT 

□ 

are taking the best and freshest of local raw material—mainly 
Seafood—and turning out some superlative dishes.” 

Pastas here—nicely chewy and beautifully sauced—would 
credit any northern Italian restaurant." 

the remarkably low prices make this one cf the best dining-out 
values around town.” 

Richman on Restaurants—Washington Post 

a 

Choice Dinners Your Favorite Cocktails fTi 

5810 Greenbelt Rd., Greenbelt, Md. 20770 
(301) 345-6101 

Monday-Friday 
Lunch: 11:30-2:30 Saturday Sunday 

Dinner: 5:00-10:30 Dinner: 4:30-10:30 Dinner: 4:30-9:30 



Greenbelt Lions Club 

CHARTERED DECEMBER, 1951 

A SINCERE TRIBUTE FROM THE 1987/88 
OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE GREENBELT LIONS CLUB 

Congratulations Greenbelt News Review 

For 50 Years of Continuous Journalistic Excellence 



Lee Birchard 
Barry Blech man 
Dennis Boles 
Duane “Bo” Bowman 
Kenneth Buker 
Michael B. Burchick 
Theodore Coffey 
Charles M. Cormack, Jr. 
James R. Craze 
Henry Fisher 


MEMBERS 


James Fletcher 
Franklin Ford 
Thomas Freeman 
Myron Greeze 
Dan Hamlin 
William Hand 
Emory Harman 
Bernard Hessler 
Tom Hieber 
Rowland Hoke 


Harry Irving 
Joe Isaacs 
Agni Jandhyala 
Buford Kennedy 
Don Kern 
Tom Lehn 
Don Love 
Jack Maffay 
Joe Marquis 
Charles Mills 


Jose Morales 
Jerry Shafer 
Wayne Spong 
Anthony Sowa 
Ernest Varda 
Otto Voight 
Kevin Wheatly 
Larry White 
Joe Wilkinson 
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Can Manage 
Without ' 


Regardless of 
flow well you’re 
Pf managing right 
L, now, a Cellular One 
car phone will only 
make your job easier. 
In fact, Cellular One 
is so confident in the 
business power of 
their car phones, 
they’ll give you one. 
Risk-free. 

Simply use the car 
phone for sixty days and 
H discover how far it takes 
you. The only costs to you are 
the airtime you use, a small 

monthly service charge, and a low one-time activation fee. 

If, after 60 days, you’re not convinced that a Uniden® Cellular One 
car phone is the most indispensable business tool you have ever used, 
return it for your refundable $250 deposit. 

But once you recognize the opportunities your car phone provides, 
you’ll want to keep it. And, at $745 (plus your deposit} or $29.95 per 
month, you’ll feel its a small price to pay. Take advantage of this offer now 
because it ends November 30,1987. Credit approval is required. Cal! 
Cellular One at 220-3650 



1987 yitehington/Batfemofe Cellar Telephone Company 







As We See Our Hole 


Our First Birthday 

On November 24, 1937 the first issue of the COOPERATOR ap¬ 
peared. This, then, is our birthday edition. . . . 

The COOPERATOR has grown with the town. How much we 
think we have improved — that might be immodest for us to say. 
Newspapers, as well as human beings, not infrequently think better 
of themselves than others think of them. 

Our weaknesses have been largely the result of inexperience. 
How to do the job in our case was generally learned while doing it. 
And there is this to remember — that the staff of our paper, all earn 
their living elsewhere; midnight oil burned in the Cooperator Office 
has meant no salary for anyone concerned, other than 4 or 5 cents an 
hour on a few occasions. 

Summing up for the past year we can say: 

That we never missed an issue. 

That we tried to be truthful. 

That we generally put out the best paper we could. 

And that we wrote as we thought fit. 

To past staffs, to those many citizens who worked hard and 
without fanfare for the existence of a COOPERATOR, our thanks. 

To Greenbelt our pledge that we will try to merit its continuing 
loyalty and confidence. 

— November 23, 1938 

How We Do It 

Last week we received a letter from a new resident in 
one of the defense homes asking us when the boy was going 
to collect for the paper. Neighbor, the boy doesn’t collect 
for the Cooperator. It’s free to you. one of the few free 
things in a world of soaring prices and increased taxes. 

But you pay for your town paper indirectly through 
every advertisement published. In a year we average just 
about enough advertising revenue to cover the printing bill 
and other costs of publication. The staff is made up your 
neighbors who contribute their time, from two to ten hours 
a week. This last year a small surplus was divided among 
the staff members—the first monetary reward since the 
paper was started more than four years ago. 

(February 6, 1942) 

Wont Somebody Come? 

A guest editorial by Harry Zubkoff 

A few years ago a popular slogan captured everyone’s imagina¬ 
tion : “What if they threw a war and nobody came?” In a more 
modest way, the same thing could be said about a newspaper: what 
if they tried to put out a newspaper and nobody came? More speci¬ 
fically, what if we tried to put out the Greenbelt News Review and 
nobody came? Think about it for a minute. 

If nobody came, there would be no News Review. If there were 
no News Review , we think this would not be the community that it is. 
Oh, the city would still be here—but the community, the sense of be¬ 
longing, the sense of identity, the esprit, the very essence of Green- 
belt—all that would no longer exist. Sociologists and urban plan¬ 
ners all agree that the community newspaper is the vital force link¬ 
ing the various segments of a disparate urban environment into a 
cohesive social entity. 

So it is with Greenbelt. People tell us that the single most uni¬ 
fying element around which our community has coalesced is the 
Greenbelt Nevjs Review. Whether you love it or hate it, whether 
you believe it does a superb job, an adequate job or a miserable job, 
is immaterial. Whatever you think of it, it is the indispensable in¬ 
gredient of the democratic personality known as Greenbelt. 

Yet, today, the paper exists on a very fragile foundation. It is 
published each week by the efforts of a handful of public spirited 
citizens who cannot be expected to continue to perform forever. 
Unless more of our residents come forward to join in this common 
effort, there is a clear and present danger that the paper may not 
last much longer. Of all the things that could happen to our com¬ 
munity, the demise of the News Review would be, we think, the 
most tragic and the most traumatic. 

It is not so much a question of money as it is a question of 
people. Without an infusion of new blood, we cannot continue to 
function much longer. We need people, desperately, to perform all 
the sundry tasks associated with the publication of a newspaper— 
willing to devote one evening per week or a few daytime hours to 
this public service and who would be willing, over a period of time 
as they gain experience, gradually to assume a substantial share of 
the responsibility for this vitally important function. The pay is 
only nominal but the rewards in terms of self-satisfaction are im¬ 
measurable. 

So, how about it, friends? If you want to become a part of an 
essential community effort, stop in at our office any Tuesday even¬ 
ing at 15 Parkway in the basement, or call 441-2662 or 474-6060. 

— May 29, 1980 


A Self Appraisal 

We have heard some criticism recently that the News Review 
has been devoting an undue proportion of its column to the affairs 
of Greenbelt Homes, Inc. We appreciate comments of this nature, 
if for no other reason than that they provide us with evidence that 
people are reading the newspaper. But, more significantly, they 
make us sit back and reflect on the role of a community newspaper 
and to write editorials like this which attempt to explain our posi¬ 
tion. 


Historically, we have felt an obligation to cover on a regular 
basis through our own staff reporters the activities of two major 
organizations in the city — Greenbelt city council (and city govern¬ 
ment) and Greenbelt Homes, Inc. 

The necessity and desirability of detailed reporting of city coun¬ 
cil and government activities are self-evident. As for GHI, up until 
the late 1950’s, the residents of GHI comprised over 80 percent of 
the city’s population. Even though this proporion is now down to 
about one-third, we still feel an obligation to report GHI activities 
in detail. 

The affairs of this housing cooperative are of special interest 
to its 1,600 families because it as a self-governing organization with 
many elements of sovereignty that are not too dissimilar from those 
of city council. This aspect of GHI, as exemplified by its bi-weekly 
board meetings and annual elections which require an informed 
membership, is a unique contrast to what is found, say, in the oper¬ 
ation of apartment complexes. In our judgment, board and mem¬ 
bership actions of GHI warrant regular staff coverage. . . . 

— June 25, 1970 

We had high expectations !, .. then Reality Set In 

Staff An nounces HUP, Help . 


News Review Expands 

News Review staff members 
voted to expand their basement 
offices into the city sewer sys¬ 
tem Monday night. Annexation 
by the paper of Greenbelt’s low¬ 
er depths is an example of the 
“No Rise” concept of low den¬ 
sity (low and dense) zoning cur¬ 
rently popular with city plan¬ 
ners. An ecstatic staff member 
stated: “The possibilities of un¬ 
derground communication are 
endless. Now we can dig up all 
the dirt in town.” Plans are afoot 
to enlarge the “Sour Neighbors” 
column. 

Recruitment problems, which 
have plagued the News Review 
recently, will probably be eased 
by the new policies. Although 
an occasional visitor to the of¬ 
fices, wishing to place a classi¬ 
fied ad, is never seen again, staff 
members vehemently denied re¬ 
ports that such persons were 
shanghaied into typing Little 
League baseball scores. 

—April Fool, 1965 


We're Moving 

The News Review will move 
its quarters this week from 
the basement of 15 Parkway 
to the 16th floor of the Mary¬ 
land Trade Center, 

— April Fool Issue, 1982 


Membership Terms 
For 'Cooperator’ 

Membership qualifications for 
the Greenbelt Cooperator staff 
were set up at a staff meeting 
held ‘last Friday evening in the 
Cooperator office and methods of 
accepting or rejecting applica¬ 
tions for membership in the 
Greenbelt Cooperative Publishing 
Association were discussed. 

The following qualifications 
were agreed upon as necessary 
for membership: 

1. They shall be Greenbelt resi¬ 
dents. 2. They shall be mem¬ 
bers of at least one cooperative. 
3. They shall be either exper¬ 
ienced in journalism or allied 
trades or willing to learn. 4. All 
applicants who were not mem¬ 
bers previously to incorporation 
shall serve a six-month proba¬ 
tionary period. 5. All member¬ 
ships shall expirh at the end of 
six months, unless the Board of 
Directors decides to retain them. 


It seems as though we never finish sending out an SOS for the 
preservation of the paper. Every time we feel that we have a well 
balanced staff and things are going O.K., something happens and we 
awake to the fact that we no longer have that staff. Just a few of us 
are putting out the paper each week. Changing working hours, de¬ 
centralization, voluntary and involuntary movings have all taken 
their toll. Today we find ourselves at the end of our rope and must 
again appeal to you for aid. 

We need you, and we do mean you, if this paper is to continue. 
We don’t care if you never saw the inside of a newspaper office be- 
fore ‘ - — — March 26, 194 2 

Examination Time 

Rumors have been going around Greenbelt this past week to 
the effect that the Cooperator is in difficulty. This is to assure our 
readers that the rumors are perfectly true. 

However, we do not feel that this is the time to appeal to our 
friends and neighbors for support — not in a financial sense, anyhow, 
We do, nevertheless, want the community’s help in an important 
crisis. 

The Cooperator is going through a period of self-examination. 
We have agreed to sit down with ourselves and determine whether 
the course we have followed in past weeks is a proper one. We 
want, and will welcome, the opinions of Greenbelt Citizens to help 
us in this determination. ... _ May 17, 1951 

For Love and Money 


6. Unless an average of two 
hours’ work per week is given, 
the membership shall not be re¬ 
newed at the end of six months, 

7. Control of membership shall 
lie with the Board of Directors, 

_—February 6. 1942 


Prospects of continuing our community newspaper have bright¬ 
ened considerably. We have been assured by several major organiza¬ 
tions in the city that we will receive increased advertising. Their 
response to our plight has been a warm and gratifying experience 
to the staff of this newspaper and has renewed our faith in the 
worthiness of our task . . . 

_ — January 20, 1955 


Help Wanted by the News Review 


HELP WANTED: Individual 
with good writing skills needed 
to cover community activities, 
meetings, human interest stories, 
etc., for the News Review. Choose 
your own beat. Hours vary de¬ 
pending on assignment. Benefits: 
Pride from increased awareness 
of community endeavors. 


WANTED: Individuals with a 
fine eye for detale and take 
pride in accuracy. Lots of open¬ 
ings for proofreader at the News 
Review! Two hours, once a 
month. Wed. nites. You must be 
able to correcttthis ad. Benefits: 
Satisfaction that comes from 
catching others’ mistakes! . . . 

WANTED: Make-up Editor and 
Assistants — 3 to 4 hours. Wed. 
nite. once a month, at the News 
Review. You just may be cut 
out for this job! 


READ THIS NOW: 

Does you sometimes find yourself irritated when newspaper head¬ 
lines are misleading or do you often correct poor grammar in 
newspaper articles or are you bothered when someone writes on 
and on and on and doesn’t know when to end a sentence with a 
period because if you are such a person you could serve as an 
editor/headline writer for the Greenbelt News Review , that is if 
you have good grammar and puctuation skills and if you can spare 
the time to read and edit stories to be published by the paper — 
this is your chance to get involved and try your hand at editing 
and a good place to start would be with this want ad and just 
think of the fun and satisfaction that could be gained from becom¬ 
ing part of the News Review Editorial Staff! 

— Friends of the Greenbelt News Review 


HELP WANTED: Advertising 
Clerks needed at the News Re¬ 
view to list and review ads for 
current week and keep records, 
2 hrs weekly (Tues, nights). . , . 

WANTED; Manager to oversee 
sales staff. Some commission in¬ 
volved, 2 to 4 hours weekly. . . . 


SALES PERSONS: Sales per¬ 
sons needed, must have own 
transportation, training provid 
ed. Call now. Commission. . . . 
HELP WANTED: Individual to 

work with classified section of 
the Greenbelt News Review 1 hr 
Monday afternoon or night. . 
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The Unthinkable 

The News Review has not failed to publish even one of its week¬ 
ly issues in the more than 44 years of its existence. But yesterday 
morning we were hit by one of life's unthinkables, and in the first 
panic it seemed we might have nothing / absolutely nothing — to 
print this week. 

The ritual is that every Tuesday evening all the copy for that 
week's issue is “put to bed" ready for printing. Wednesday morn¬ 
ing a community volunteer takes the entire bundle, in a brown vinyl 
briefcase, to the printshop in Hyattsville. Our conscientious courier 
for the past year has been a young man who makes the trip on motor¬ 
cycle, Yesterday morning he set out as usual, with full briefcase 
strapped on behind him — and then, the unthinkable happened. 

Southbound on Kenilworth Avenue, in rush-hour traffic, the 
briefcase fell off. By the time our courier could get turned around, 
the briefcase, and its contents, had disappeared. Despite a day of 
searches along Kenilworth's shoulders, phone calls to area police jur¬ 
isdictions and schools, and radio appeals for return of the lost mater¬ 
ial, by late last night the briefcase and its contents were still missing. 

All day yesterday the few available members of our volunteer 
staff worked hurriedly to reconstruct as much as possible of the mis¬ 
sing material, and our printer worked late to set the copy and ads. 
The result is not the paper we had planned. Perhaps the most that 
can be said is that we haven't let the News Review's record of 
continuous publication be brok.en. 

We apologize to any of our contributors, our advertisers, or our 
readers who are inconvenienced in any way as a result of . . . the 
unthinkable! — March 25, 1982 

Don’t Kick a Dead Horse 

This newspaper reminds us of Sarah Barnhardt, the great ac¬ 
tress who made about a dozen “farewell" tours before she finally 
decided to throw in the towel. 

The News Review has been on its death-bed for so long that 
the springs are beginning to creak slightly . . . 

The News-Review (nee The Cooperator) was a pretty good paper 
in its day. There was a large and energetic staff and they took pride 
in turning out a complete and fair-minded newspaper. But the paper 
has been dying for a long time. It started to die the very day 
someone on the staff started to slant the news, color the news, favor 
one organization, ridicule another, give one side, ignore the other. 
The staff gave lip service to the traditional standards of fair play 
in journalism, but what came out was petty bickering, spiteful digs 
amateurish prejudice, intentional omissions, and bias between the 
lines. 

The staff killed this paper, more so than the people of Greenbelt. 
It killed it a little by destroying its reputation when it changed the 
name of the paper after a ridiculously unfair poll in which the orig¬ 
inal name received ten times as many votes as any other name. But, 
by some unexplained and tortured logic, it was explained that “more 
people wanted a different name" and it was changed. 

It killed it a little with the impractical and ill-fated subscription 
plan, under which three-quarters of Greenbelt lost sight of the paper, 
and, consequently, lost interest in it. It killed it a little by antag¬ 
onizing the largest commercial organization in town, the same organ¬ 
ization that the News Review has been asking for financial aid in 
recent weeks. It killed it, little by little, with an almost methodical 
sureness for the lethal tactics, one afer another, that chopped the 
paper down, as if by some horrible rehearsal. 

So the paper keeps on dying, issue after issue. The crepe is 
hung, the hearse is ready, but nobody cares. 

Stop kicking the dead horse. 

— February 3, 1955 

Wanted: Transfusion 
(. Printer’s Ink ) 

When you're still sleepy at three in the afternoon because of lack 
of help kept you up till three that morning putting out a newspaper, 
and you hear someone in tho food store say, “You can’t work on the 
COOPERATOR unless you're one of the “inner circle"; when an 
already overworked reporter has to take over the work of publicity 
director for an organization in order to get news from the outfit, 
then hears that “you can't get a story in the COOPERATOR"; it's 
then that you almost — but never quite, thank heavens — feel that 
the whole thing just isn’t worth it. 

Please, all of you who think we'd rather work until three a.m, 
than have you help us get through at a reasonable hour, or who 
think you have to have had years of experience in order to qualify 
as a COOPERATOR worker — forget it! 

If you're interested in what goes on in this town, want to help 
tell others about, and are willing to devote a few hours a week to 
that end — get in touch with any of our staff members, whose names 
are listed above on the masthead. 

We need reporters and “dirty workers". Everyone knows what 
a reporter is: he's the guy that works and slaves for five reasons — 
what, where, when, why, and who — only have it all tom apart by 
the copy reader, who is the guy that goes through life with a lemon 
peel in his mouth, a pair of 24 inch scissors in his left hand and a 
55 millimeter soft lead pencil in his right. His single purpose in 
life is to make reporters wonder “what's the use.” 

Then we have the headline writer, who thinks of how many 
words can fit in 2 lines of twenty four characters each so that they 
will have nothing at all to do with the story. 

Maybe more than anything else, we need typists. Actually, that's 
the only job that requires any prior experience. 

Drop around to our office in the basement of 8 Parkway. We'll 
be glad to see you. — June 24, 1948 

Editor's Note: We're now at 15 Parkway and we will still be glad 
to see you. 





The News Reveiw editorial staff at work on a Tuesday night. From left: Diane Oberg, Betsy Likowski, 
Virginia Beauchamp. Mary Lou Williamson, Bill Rowland, and Sid Kastner. — October 1985 

On Becoming Editor 

“I didn't know the first thing 
about running a paper," said 
former News Review editor Har¬ 
ry Zubkoff. “I'd been dropping 
in at the News Review for a 
couple of months when the editor 
resigned, and somehow I found 
myself in charge. Probably, be¬ 
cause everyone else knew better. 

Well, the first Tuesday night I 
came down to the office I dis¬ 
covered that nobody—but nobody 
— had showed up. Naturally, 
this made me feel a little in¬ 
secure, so I telephoned the ex- 
editor. She said. “Gee, I wish I 
could help you but, ha ha. I'm 
going out," 

“So I worked till 3 a.m. Wed¬ 
nesday night again I worked 
tili 3 a.m. Thursday the paper 
came out. Great! Thursday night 
I got a call from the printer that 
started off like this: “Well, Zub¬ 
koff, I understand you're the new 
editor. Congratulations! When 
are you going to pay the thou¬ 
sand dollars you owe me?" 

“But things moved fast in the 
next few days. For instance, the 
telephone compajny removed our 
phone because iwe were three 
months behind iti our bill. Also, 
all the desks bnd typewriters 
were moved out of the office be- 
because PH A (the government 
agency then running Greenbelt), 
who had loaned them to us, need¬ 
ed them back." 

But Harry Zubkoff survived 
these crises, and so did the pa¬ 
per. He served as Editor-in-Chief 
for a total of seven years. Russ 
Greenbaum, the present editor, 
once remarked reminiscently, 

“I'll never forget the look on 
Harry's face when he discovered 
I was actually willing to take 
the thing off his hands. He seem¬ 
ed stunned—-he couldn’t believe 
it was real." 

(The Name is Familiar, by 
Dorothy Sucher) 

—December 7, 1950 


Ottilie Van Allen and Peggy Hool read galley proofs for errors down 
at the office on Wednesday night while the paper is being made up. 

— July 1985 


Board president Elaine Skolnik checks facts with copy editor Sandra 
Barnes on a typical Tuesday night* — July 1985 


June Drive Seeks Volunteers, 
Funds to Aid News Review 


The v “Friends of the Greenbelt 
News Review" announced in the 
May 30 issue of the News Review 
that they would conduct a search 
for volunteers and funds for the 
48 year-old newspaper through¬ 
out the month of June. “The 
News Review must continue pub¬ 
lishing/' insisted David Lane, 
president of the newly-formed 
steering committee, , , . 

Last March the Board of Di¬ 
rectors of the News Review called 
on the city's homeowners and ten¬ 


ant associations for help. “Our 
staff is so busy publishing the 
newspaper each week that we 
cannot address the problems of 
finding volunteers and raising 
money. If Greenbelters are to 
continue to know what goes on 
in their city, the News Review— 
we—desperately need your help." 
Elaine Skolnik, president of the 
board told the 25 representatives 
present from all parts of the 
city. . . . 

—May 3C, 1985 
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Update on Fund Drive 

The Friends of the Green¬ 
belt News Review report that 
to date the fund drive has col¬ 
lected $12,832 from 611 don¬ 
ors, and has received 82 vol¬ 
unteers. 
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Greenbelt Team Had Smashing Good Time! 


by Sandra Barnes 

Euphoria overcame the 
Greenbelt team following 
their presentation at the All- 
America Cities competition 
on Saturday, November 16, 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. A month 
of intense preparation cul¬ 
minated in a ten-minute ap¬ 
pearance before the All-Am¬ 
erica Cities jury to describe 
the citizen efforts that had 
resulted in significant com¬ 
munity-wide achievements. 
The competition is sponsored 
by The National Municipal 
League and USA Today. Ten 
cities will be selected to re¬ 
ceive the award of All-Amer¬ 
ica City with winners to be 
announced in the spring. 

“It rained during the entire 
weekend until Greenbelt made its 
presentation and then the sun 
came out,” said an elated Micki 
Weidenfeld. 

Basking in the glow of their 
performance, the presentation 
team—Tom Renahan, Joe Timer. 
Mayor Weidenfeld. Jerry Gough 
and Mary Lou Williamson—re¬ 
called their countless hours of 
practice over the past week to 
stay within the ten-minute time 
limit, to correlate their slides 
with their words, to introduce 
movements to gain the attention 
of the jury. 


turned from the slide presenta¬ 
tion to the speaker. 

“Gil set the tone with the 
T-shirt,” Jerry Gough comment¬ 
ed. “You can’t take away that 
personal touch.” 

“How many mayors in America 
would hold up a T-shirt” at such 
a solemn occasion, exclaimed 
Renahan. 

Weidenfeld also set the theme 
of the presentation, “A Tradi¬ 
tion of Citizen Action,” when he 
reminisced that one year the 
council had to declare a mora¬ 
torium on attending meetings so 
that “citizens could spend time 
with their families.” 

“When I read that in the ap¬ 
plication, I thought you were 
kidding,” commented jury chair¬ 
man William Quinn, former gov¬ 
ernor of Hawaii, “It’s true,” 
Weidenfeld asserted. 

Relishing that moment later 
on. Weidenfeld exclaimed. “It 
was a very friendly interrup¬ 
tion.” 

Although many citizen action 
projects were briefly cited in the 
city’s application to become an 
All America City, three projects 
comprised the heart of the ap¬ 
plication. There were the Green¬ 
belt News Review Volunteer and 
Fund Drive, the repurchase of the 
Co-op Supermarket, and the an¬ 
nexation of Hunting Ridge Con¬ 
dominiums. 

Mary Lou William, News Re¬ 
view editor, recalled the citizen 


News Review on the ability of 
Co-op?” one judge asked, “By 
making sure that the story was 
always on the front page, we 
kept the issue before the citi¬ 
zens. We felt it was an important 
issue for the community and it 
needed resolution.” 

Timer and Renahan recounted 
their campaigns of forming the 
Co-op and annexing Hunting 
Ridge. Jerry Gough summed up 
the presentation by touching on 
many of the citizen action ac¬ 
tivities, including the 50th An¬ 
niversary Committee and the an¬ 
nual Greenbelt Labor Day Fes¬ 
tival. 

Highlight 

The highlight of the presen¬ 
tation occurred when one of the 
judges asked if a committee had 
been formed to work on the pre¬ 
sentation. 

“Absolutely,” Gough replied. 
“In fact we call ourselves 'Mary 
Lou and the Four Rhythm 
Boys,’ ” he joked, bringing laugh¬ 
ter from jury and audience alike. 

A beaming City Manager Jim 
Giese also breathed a sigh of 
relief when the presentation was 
over. “It’s nice to know you’re 
not committed to this project for 
the rest of your life,” he said, 
recalling what had been a hectic 
month for all involved. 


NEWS REVIEW EDITORS 1937 - 1987 


Louis Bessemer 
William R, Poole 
Walter R. Volckhausen 
Howard C. Custer 
Aaron Chinitz 

(George A. Warner - coeditor 
Donald H. Cooper 
Lillian Schwartz 
Dorothea Ford 
Francis Fosnight 
Donald H, Cooper 
Waldo Mott 
Don O’Reilly 
Anne Hull 
Eleanor Ritchie 
Ralph G. Miller 
Edith Nicholas 
Anne Hull 
Sally Meredith 
Edward Meredith 
Isadore J. Parker 
Sally Meredith 
Harry M. Zubkoff 
Janice Solet 
Ralph G, Miller 
Bernard Krug 
Harry M. Zubkoff 
Russell S, Greenbaum 
Harry M. Zubkoff 
Isadore J. Parker 
Harry M. Zubkoff 
Russell S. Greenbaum 
Virginia Beauchamp 
Russell S. Greenbaum 
Dorothy Sucher 
Mary Lou Williamson 
Dorothy Sucher 
Mary Lou Williamson 
Mary Smith Granofsky 
Mary Lou Williamson 


November 1937 - December 1937 
January 1938 - February 1938 
March 1938 - June 1938 
July 1938 - August 1938 
September 1938 - August 1939 
February 1939 - June 1939) 
September 1939 - May 1940 
May 1940 - August 1940 
August 1940 - November 1940 
November 1940 - June 1942 
June 1942 - February 1943 
June 1943 - November 1943 
November 1943 - September 1944 
September 1944 - July 1945 
July 1945 - April 1946 
May 1946 - October 1946 
October 1946 - February 1947 
February 1947 - September 1947 
September 1947 - October 1948 
October 1948 - June 1949 
June 1949 - December 1949 
January 1950 - July 1950 
July 1950 - May 1952 
May 1952 - October 1952 
December 1952 - March 1953 
April 1953 - October 1953 
October 1953 - October 1954 
October 1954 - January 1955 
March 1955 - September 1955 
October 1955 - September 1956 
October 1956 - February 1960 
February 1960 - May 1962 
June 1962 - December 1962 
January 1963 - June 1963 
July 1963 - September 1963 
February 1964 - October 1964 
November 1964 - December 1965 
J anuary 1966 - February 1967 
March 1967 - October 1972 
November 1972 - 


With his opening remarks. 
Mayor Weidenfeld held up a 
“Greenbelt Is Great” T-shirt/ 
“T-shirts like these are worn by 
over 1-000 citizens, in Greenbelt. 

. . he said. The jury’s eyes the 


campaign to raise $15,000 and 
gain 30 new staff members for 
the financially strapped volun¬ 
teer newspaper. ' 

What was the effect of the 
citizens to purchase the 


What is a Charrette? 
Or is It a Charette? 




Paying the bills and sending out the invoices keeps the News Review 
healthy according to Mary Halford, business manager. In the back¬ 
ground are Barbara Likowski, Elaine Skolnik and Mary Lou WilFam- 

son. — photo by J. Henson, July 25, 1985 




News Review Staff, October 1962 


The News Review staff in October 1962, Seated, from left to right, Bernice Kastner, Virginia Beau¬ 
champ, A1 Skolnik, Harry Zubkoff, and Bess Halperin. Standing, left to right, Dorothy White, Sid 
Kastner. Dorothy Sucher, Morv Lou Williamson, Margaret Thompson, Elaine Skolnik, Russ Greenbaum, 
Thea Lovell, Vic Fisher, Rita Fisher, and Isadore Parker, 


Since the sale of Greenbelt by the federal government, the newspaper office has been located in the 
basement of 15 Parkway in the meter room. The above photo, taken in 1968, is one of several sub¬ 
mitted a few years ago in the “ugliest office” contest. We lost. The 1985 fund drive provided the 
opportunity to acquire newer chairs, tables, and even typewriters. — photo by George Kalec 
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To Better Service Our Community 

ERA NYMAN REALTY 

Will Soon Be Expanding And Moving 
To Our New Location At 

7213 HANOVER PARKWAY!! 


• NOW WE CAN FIND YOU A NEW HOME IN GREENBELT, LANHAM, BOWIE, LAUREL, 
COLLEGE PARK OR SILVER SPRING! 

• SERVING GREENBELT FOR OVER 10 YEARS 

• EXCLUSIVE BUYER & SELLER PROTECTION PLANS 

• A TEAM OF 50 EXPERIENCED & PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATES 

• BUYER & SELLER DISCOUNT PROGRAM 

• "ERA HOMES FOR SALE" TELEVISION SHOW 

• GUARANTEED SALES PROGRAM 

• UNPARALLELED ADVERTISING PROGRAMS 

• WE ARE PROUD TO LIST & SELL MORE HOMES IN GREENBELT THAN ANYONE! 


WE SALUTE GREENBELT AND 50 YEARS OF HAPPY HOMEOWNERS! 


THANK YOU FOR YOUR PATRONAGE 
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Mary Lou Williamson Named 
Outstanding Citizen in 1985 


by Sandra Barnes 

Few perhaps realize the day-in 
and day-out efforts put forth by 
a small numoer of News Review 
staff volunteers to print an eight 
to sixteen-page paper each week. 
Much of the responsibility and 
the work rests with its editor, 
Mary Lou Williamson. It is often 
a 40-hour or more a week job. 
She attends to numerous busi¬ 
ness details involving advertis¬ 
ing. She can often be seen pick¬ 
ing up ads at the Co-op and at 
Greenway Center. She works 
Monday and Tuesday nights at 
the News Review office putting 
the advertising and copy together 
for each week's issue. On Wed¬ 
nesday night, she is helping with 
page layout and making those 
last-minute critical decisions on 
what goes in the paper that 
week. On Thursday she is at the 
print shop proofreading. And 
‘"free" moments in between she 
may be seen at the City Coun. 
cil meeting taking notes or say¬ 
ing to the assigned reporter, “I 
just came because I was inter¬ 
ested in what's going on." 

Why She Does It 

Why does she work so hard 
on the News Review? “I come 
from a family tradition of com¬ 
munity giving." she commented. 
"I was very much influenced by 
those in my family who gave to 
the community in which they 
lived." 

And as a student, she says, . 
she enjoyed the newspaper more 
than anything else. She was 
editor of her junior high school 
sports page and business man¬ 
ager of her college newspaper 
“because there were no men" at 
the women's college. 

| “I enjoy what I do. I don't feel 
ia strong need to earn money. 
I've been doing it for so long, 
it would be difficult to change," 
Moreover, she likes the autonomy 
of the News Review. . . , 

As she told a reporter for the 
Washington Post recently, “In a 
way, a newspaper has as much 


power as a City Council mem¬ 
ber. Somebody once asked me to 
run for City Council and I said 
T don't need to. I work for the 
News Review; ” 

Greenbelt Chauvinist 

Not only is Mary Lou com¬ 
mitted to the News Review but 
she also loves Greenbelt. Some¬ 
one once called her “a Greenbelt 
chauvinist," which was meant to 
be derogatory, she thinks. But to 
Mary Lou it was a compliment. 
“I can't see myself living any 
place else. It's a marvelous place 
to raise a family. . . . 

After twenty-three years on 
the News Review, with time off 
every now and then in the early 
years for maternity leave, Mary 
Lou still gets excited on Thurs¬ 
day nights when the paper comes 
out. U J really look forward to 
seeing it. I get a lot of pleasure 
from seeing it." 

Those who meet Mary Lou 
Williamson cannot help being im¬ 
pressed with her quiet assurance, 
her warmth, her humor and her 
strength. Few have seen her be¬ 
come angry over the years, as 
she deals with complex issues 
and irate citizens. She has a 
unique gift of being able to see 
all sides of an issue, even when 
some of the faces may be out¬ 
rageous and ones with which she 
does not personally agree. Nev¬ 
ertheless she rarely loses her 
temper. “I prefer to get the job 
done," she reasons, "not waste 
time being angry." 

Another unique quality is her 
ability to manage volunteers. 
“You have to be able to create 
a situation that works for other 
people." she comments. "You 
can't tell a volunteer ‘no' or you 
may never see him again. Flexi¬ 
bility and willingness to work 
with people of many different 
viewpoints are among her most 
striking qualities. 

Surprised 

With characteristic modesty, 
she never expected to be named 
Greenbelt's Outstanding Citizen. 

— September, 1985 


NIGHT SCHOOL CLASSES 

Apart from its crises and 
excitements, the News Re¬ 
view also has known mom¬ 
ents of happiness and a- 
chievement . Such a moment 
occurred one Tuesday night , 
when Rita Fisher brought a 
bottle of pink champagne to 
our basement office and in - 
vited everyone present to 
join in celebration of her 
raise in grade . You wonder 
what this has to do with 
our newspaper? Here is 
why - in Rita's own words, 
as they appeared in the 
News Review: 

I've been going to night school 
for over eight years without 
refally knowing it. And I have 
been doing lots of homework in 
the daytime, without realizing 
it. And I have enjoyed every 
minute of i ; t. Now, the "educa¬ 
tion" I received has finally paid 
off. Today I received notice that 
I have qualified for a position 
with the U.S. Government 
through the Federal Service 
Entrance Exam (FSEE). 

When I offered my services in 
any way possible to work with 
the Greenbelt News Review 
over eight years ago, and was 
asked if I had any previous ex¬ 
perience in newspaper work. I 


didn't have much to offer but imy 
willingness. So I went to work. 

It took a while for me to meet 
the regular Tuesday night crew 
because I started as a proof¬ 
reader, working silently many, 
many Wednesday nights with 
Editor Harry Zubkoff. I can re¬ 
member how quiet Harry's house 
was. While I sat reading over 
the printer's galleys for errors, 
Harry would be cutting up an¬ 
other set of galleys, measuring 
space needed for the ads and 
then setting them up on dummy 
sheets. I could then offer my 
services to help scotch-tape 
everything together. 

The Urge to Write 

Eventually, the writing bug 
hit me. Mind you, I am only a 
high school graduate with no 
formal training in journalism. 
But my words in print were ac¬ 
cepted and I was encouraged to 
do more. To this day, covering 
a city council or GHI meeting 
scares me to pieces but I am 
proud to do it. 

There undoubtedly are many 
residents of Greenbelt who might 
have wanted to write for the 
News Review but feel that they 
are not good enough. I dare 
you to try. The encouragement 
you will receive is very reward¬ 
ing. And frankly, the Tuesday 
nigh’t sessions down at the of¬ 
fice at 15 Parkway are the most 
exciting part of it all. Where 
else can you feel the pulse of 


the city but in a newspaper of¬ 
fice ? And the News Review 
on Tuesday nights is really 
jumping. 

Credit for N-R Work 

Recently, a program was 
started at the Civil Service Com¬ 
mission to explore the possibili¬ 
ties of promotions for employees 
in lower grades through the 
guidance of personnel counsell¬ 
ors. In discussing my background 
with one of these persons (I am 
a GS-4), ^he advised me to take 
the FSEE exam and use my ex¬ 
perience on the News Review as 
a basis for qualification. I pass¬ 
ed the written exam, submitted 
my application with a resume of 
my experience with the News 
Review which by the way equal¬ 
ed the necessary three years of 
regular full time experience and 
today, July 12, 1956, I was no¬ 
tified that I am qualified. The 
nicest part is that there is a 
job waiting for me. All I need¬ 
ed was the qualification and now 
I have it. 

So, I feel that I have been 
furthering my education for the 
last eight years. I am looking 
forward to another eight years, 
but from now on Pm taking a 
postgraduate course at the News 
Review College of News and 
Knowledge. Anyone care to en¬ 
roll? Come down to 15 Park¬ 
way on Tuesday night and meet 
the Faculty. 

—July 21, 1966 



Twelve of Greenbelt’s Outstanding Citizens line 
up in the order of their reign (from top left): 
Sandra Barnes, this year's choice; David Lange, 
1986; Mary Lou Williamson, 1985; Jose Morales, 
1984; Albert Herling, 1983; (fret row from left): 


Clara Brandt, 1980; Ralph Noble, 1979; Leo 
Gerton, 1977; Rev, Kenneth Buker, Sr., 1976; 
Henry Fisher, 1975; Elaine Skolnik, 1974; and AJ 
Cousin, 1973, —photo by J. Henson 
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Is a Fully Enclosed, 
All-Weather Regional Mall 

100 + Stores 

We are the biggest regional discount 
shopping mall in the metro area! 


Open 7 Days 
A Week 

Monday thru Saturday 
10 AM to 9:30 PM 

Sundays 
12 to 5 PM 


The Merchants Association of BELTWAY PLAZA MALL 

Sends Congratulations 

to The GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW on its 50 th Anniversary 
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Reflections and Reminiscenses 

by Harry Zubkoff 


It is a symptom of man¬ 
kind’s short-sightedness that we 
seldom recognize the true stature 
and worth of the giants among 
us until they are gone. So it is 
with A1 Skolnik. Though he re¬ 
ceived some measure of recog¬ 
nition while he was here, it was 
not nearly so much as he de¬ 
served The high regard in which 
he was held found some expres¬ 
sion in the community’s mass 
attendance at his funeral Sun¬ 
day morning, and in the moving 
eulogy so eloquently voiced by 
Rabbi Berger, But much remains 
to be said. We are not yet fin¬ 
ished with A1 Skolnik; more to 
the point, he is not finished with 
us His presence, his influence, 
will continue to touch all of us, 
felt not only by those who were 
close to him, but by the entire 
community he loved and served 
so well. 

Of course, he never realized 
the impact of his presence on the 
community. I remember the over¬ 
whelming support the people 
showed him when he and the 
News Review were sued for libel. 
Yet, with characteristic modesty, 
he preferred to believe that we 
were fighting solely for a prin¬ 
ciple — freedom of the press. He 
would not accept the fact that 
we were just as deeply com¬ 
mitted to supporting him per¬ 
sonally. Yet, he was the catalyst 
around whom the support was 
rallied and upon whose courage 
and steadfastness that most pre¬ 
cious of American freedoms was 
extended and strengthened. I can 
see him now. in the aftermath of 
that oh-so-sweet Supreme Court 
decision, declaring that it was 
a victory for principle. 

'‘But Al,” I said, “It was as 
much a victory for you person¬ 
ally.” 

“Me?” he said, a look of gen¬ 
uine bewilderment on his face. 
'But I didn’t have anything to do 
with it. I was just incidental ” 
Banquet 

When we held that grand ban¬ 
quet a year or two afterwards, 
it was billed as a tribute to Rog¬ 
er Clark, the defense attorney 
who had carried the case all the 
way to the Supreme Court and 
ultimate victory. in reality, 
though, it was a tribute to A1 
and Elaine, who had carried the 
heavy weight of responsibility 
during the years of trial and 
trouble. It represented a massive 
outpouring of warmth, good will 
and gratitude for their total 
commitment to the service of 
their community. We tried to 
persuade Al, beforehand, that he 
should get double billing with 
the attorney as the guests of 
honor, but he wouldn’t.Jiear of 



“I don’t want anything to de¬ 
tract from the tribute we’re pay¬ 
ing Roger,” he declared flatly. 
“This should be his night.” 

But despite his protestations, 
the community paid tribute to 
him that night anyway. And he 
enjoyed it. I have never seen him 
grin so broadly or so continuous¬ 
ly, He positively beamed. He was 
jovial And when the staff of the 
News Review presented him with 
an electric typewriter, he ac¬ 
cepted it gracefully and cheer¬ 
fully. But afterwards, just to 
keep his record intact, he said: 
“You shouldn’t have done it.” 
Like I said, incorrigible! 

Joins News Review 
I felt some sense of responsi¬ 
bility for Al. since I had re¬ 
cruited him to work on the News 
Review. At least, I persuaded 
Elaine to charm him into joining 
the staff and, as everyone knows, 
Elaine has the talent to do just 
that. Of course, we had to wait 
a few years, until he completed 
the requirements for his Ph.D„ 
but he finally joined the staff 
and the rest is history. I wish 
I could take some credit for the 
enormous contribution he and 
the newspaper subsequently made 
to the community, but he did it 
on his own. Anyway, when Al 
joined the staff, I felt obligated 
to pass my wisdom and exper¬ 
ience along. 

“Al,” I would say. “a news¬ 
paper is not obligated to be fair 
or abjective. It is obligated only 
to present the facts in its news 
columns, but it can be as unfair 
or as prejudiced as it wishes in 
its editorials.” 

“Everybody and every side de¬ 
serves equal consideration,” he 
would stubbornly insist ” 

“Not in editorials.” I would 
say. “Editorials can and do take 
clear, unequivocal positions, eith¬ 
er for or against any given 
proposition, witnout regard to 
the opposing views held by oth¬ 
ers. 

“Greenbelt deserves better than 
that.” he declared. “We ought 
to show the merits of all oppos¬ 
ing viewpoints so that people 
can make up their own minds,” 
“Al.” I said, defeated, “you 
are exasperating.” 

Influence on Community 
In essence, Al was an observer 
and reporter, rather th-*n a direct 
participant in the affairs of the 
city. I have no doubt at all that 
he could have been elected to 
any public office, had he so de¬ 
sired. but he preferred to remain 
in the background. He was not 
a public person; indeed, he was 
basically shy and reserved, a 
man who felt more at ease be¬ 
hind the scenes. Yet, he has 
been as instrumental in shaping 



STORK ■: fs this the vttr pool to Greenbolt? 



Mayor Francis W. White pre¬ 
sents the Resolution of the City 
Council congratulating the News 
Review on its 25th anniversary 
to Editor Virginia Beauchamp 
and President Al Skolnik at the 
News Review banquet held at the 
American Legion Post 136. 

—photo by George Hall, 
December 1962 

the nature and destiny of Green¬ 
belt as any elected official in 
the history of the community. 
The many background discus¬ 
sions he had with community 
leaders, and the suggestions and 
quiet recommendations he made 
at countless social gatherings, 
had a way of emerging later on 
as officially sanctioned policies 
and programs. 

The Movie Critic! 

The many social evenings we 
shared, say for dinner and a 
movie were illuminating. Al’s or¬ 
derly mind would not tolerate 
illogic. a quality that Holly¬ 
wood’s movies seem to cherish. 
Invariably, as we emerged from 
a thrilling and entertaining who¬ 
dunit film, Al would start dis¬ 
secting it. 

“Al,” I would say, “you are a 
born critic ” 

“It’s easy to criticize,” he once 
said thoughtfully. “The problem 
is to create—to build instead of 
to tear down,” 

A Summing-up 

And in a very real way, this is 
what Al’s life was all about. He 
brought a measure of order and 
humanitarian perspective to a 
sometimes chaotic public envir¬ 
onment. He brought a measure of 
sanity and rational analysis to 
the scrutiny of public issues. But 
most of all, by virtue of the ac¬ 
tive role he played on the News 
Review, he made the newspaper 
the kind of all-pervasive, unify¬ 
ing influence that makes a com¬ 
munity out of a development 
and gives its people a sense of 
belonging and sharing and to- 


Remembering Al Skolnik - - 


His Contributions to Greenbelt 


by Sandra Barnes 

Rarely does a person come along who, without being an elected 
official or an employee of a governmental body, influences nearly 
every important activitity in a community. Alfred M. Skolnik, pre¬ 
sident of the Greenbelt Nevis Review for 18 years, was such a person. 
Al died suddenly of a heart attack in March of this year. 

As a reporter, Al exhibited his own personal characteristics: an 
analytical style which stripped away at the extraneous to get to the 
basic issues. Former editor and long-time friend, Harry Zubkoff 
believes “He brought to his reports a measure of objectivity, preci¬ 
sion and coherence which added a dimension to the public understand¬ 
ing of public issues . . 

But Al was not only a reporter. When he covered a city council 
meeting, he often injected his own comments on affairs of the city. 
His was a strong voice in urging acquisition of parkland and major 
capital improvements, community planning and controlled growth. 
And council members listened to his views — not just because they 
found their way into the editorials of the News Re mew — but be¬ 
cause of, as city manager James Giese expressed it, “his good judg¬ 
ment.” 

One frequently saw Al stand up at a council meeting, his high- 
pitched voice bursting with impatience when members strayed from 
the basic issues as he saw them, “You shouldn’t worry about that,' 1 
he would lecture; “let the city manager take care of it,” In this way 
also, he expressed his strong support for the council-manager form 
of government, 

Al’s influence on the city was more low-keyed than his influ¬ 
ence in GHI policy matters. . . . One never found Al attending pre¬ 
election GHI strategy meetings or actively campaigning to get out 
the vote, but he was always involved . . . Beginning in the late 1950’s 
in one way or another, he participated in all important GHI policy 
decisions. 

The tersely-worded editorials printed in the News Review for 
20 years exemplified both Al’s writing style and his character. In 
one or two short paragraphs, he identified the issues and presented 
the paper’s viewpoint. 

Sacrifice 

One cannot begin to relate what the four-year (1966-1970) two 
million dollar libel suit against the Netvs Review and the Skolniks 
meant to their personal life. ., . But, in “reaffirming the freedom of 
the press,” Al’s long-time friend, Charlie Schwan recalled, “the Skol¬ 
nik family had to sacrifice for the rest of us . . . The libel suit 
dragged on for so long, that I almost forgot that Al smiled,” Schwan 
reflected. 

Besides the city council and GHI affairs, Al was devoted to the 
bi-monthly duplicate bridge games, now at the Youth Center, For 
many years, he directed these Friday night games. But, often, he 
himself did not play; he held himself in reserve to play only if some¬ 
one else showed up without a partner. 


getherness. He left his corner of 
the world a better place than he 
found it, and that’s not a bad 
epitaph for any man. 

I can see him now. scanning 
these pages coming out of the 
typewriter, as on so many pre¬ 
vious occasions, and frowning in 
concentration as he mentally re¬ 
jects clause after clause. 

“Sounds kind of pompous, 
doesn’t it?” he would ask mild¬ 
ly- 

Like I said, he was incorrig¬ 
ible. a challenging, exasperating, 
infuriating man, and—oh, dear 
God—how we loved and respect¬ 
ed and admired him. The sense of 
loss will be with us always, but 
for myself, I shall always be 
thankful for the years of friend¬ 
ship we experienced together and 
for the memories we accumulat¬ 
ed. For Elaine and his family, 
no mere words can lessen their 
grief, but perhaps they can take 
some small solace in the know¬ 
ledge that so many, many of us 
share it with them. 

—March 17, 1977 


News Review 

Without question, the News Review was Al’s passion. “He was 
the single thread of continuity which kept the paper not merely 
alive, but thriving for two decades,” Zubkoff stated. He devoted 
nearly every evening and many week-ends to the myriad tasks neces¬ 
sary to the publication of the newspaper. . . . Al and Elaine Skolnik 
were selected “Outstanding Citizens” in 1974 by the Greenbelt Labor 
Day Festival Committee. And Al, though he surely would not have 
sought the title, “enjoyed recognition,” said Charlie Schwan. 

Zubkoff quotes Thomas Jefferson who wrote, “This is man’s high¬ 
est calling, for the existence of democracy depends on an informed 
citizenry,” and Al devoted a good part of his life to that cause. 
Though he is gone, the News Review and the city have been forever 
shaped and colored by his presence. 

— November. 1977 

JUST ASK 

The proposal made by the new mayor at Monday 
night’s council meeting that another newspaper be started 
in Greenbelt to give proper coverage to town activities was 
received with gleeful approval by the Cooperator staff Tues¬ 
day night, and gave rise to a lot of wishful thinking about 
how much easier a reporter’s lot would be if there were 
some other sheet to take over a part of the burden. The re¬ 
sponsibility of giving unbiased news coverage to a one-pa¬ 
per town gets to be an awful strain sometimes. 

(October 12, 1945) 


















Page A18 


GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 


Thursday, November 26, 1987 


by Russ Greenbaum 

From time to time this column 
will offer helpful hints to new¬ 
comers to Greenbelt. This week 
I will toss out a few tips on 
how to be top dog—in any of 
the numerous organizations that 
make life exciting here. I as¬ 
sume, of course, that the fact 
that you’ve moved here means 
you're anxious to join an or¬ 
ganization and that you did not 
come here to be alone. This is 
the wrong place for isolation¬ 
ists—but a haven for those who 
want to be gregarious without 
being nefarious. In fact. GVHC 
(or is it GHI now) might do well 
to advertise their homes in the 
following manner: “Are you 
lonely? Art you looking for 
companionship ? Do you want 
someone around who will ’listen 
sympathetically while you com¬ 
plain what a louse your husband 
is? Do you want to feel impor¬ 
tant by finding out that people 
are gossiping about you? Then 
come to Greenbelt where there's 
no business like your business!'’ 

Actually, one of the main rea¬ 
sons that people join organiza¬ 
tions is that the meetings are 
the best places to pick up the 
latest dirt. Everyone here knows 
everyone else because it's the 
same people who join all the 
various activities. In the dis¬ 
cussions only first names are 
used so it sometimes takes weeks 
before a newcomer can fully 
identify his colleagues. (This. I 
think, may be a carefully cal¬ 
culated policy.) 

But I disagree. (This always 
happens when I eat fried oy¬ 
sters). The question before the 
house is how do you get in the 
swim in Greenbelt—or. to put it 
another way. how do you get 
to be a civic leader before peo¬ 
ple find that you're all wet. 
us take a purely mythical or¬ 
ganization — the Greenbelt Res¬ 
idents Interested in Promoting 
Esthetic Relaxation and Social¬ 
izing (GRIPERS). Let us say 
you want to become chairman of 
this new group. (After you've 
lived here a while, you’ll know 
better than to be a chairman of 
anything. You’ll learn to maneu¬ 
ver for the post of vice-chair¬ 
man. which identifies you as a 
big shot in the organization 
without having to do any work). 
The first thing you do is to 
arrive at the meeting on time. 
Since hardly anyone else will be 
there, you will stand out imme¬ 
diately. People will also know 
that you're a newcomer, which 
marks you as “new blood." This 
does not mean the oldtimers 
have “old blood!" They just have 
tired blood. 

Before the meeting begins, you 
circulate around and ask pointed 
questions about what the purpose 
of the organization is. No one 
will be able to tell you but you 
will be marked down as a person 
who asks intelligent questions. 
When the discussion begins, say 
nothing for the first half hour 
but nod your head sagely and 
vigorously when key people 
make resounding statements. 
You might take notes of all the 
points that are made which seem 
to meet with approval. Then at 
the appropriate moment you 
arise and abashedly ask. as a 
newcomer, if you might make a 
few suggestions. Reading from 
your notes (which shows that 
you’re a careful thinker) you 
then propose in summary what 
has been said by everyone else. 
Give credit to someone else for 
at least one of the ideas, and 
everyone will assume the rest 
■are all yours. Your election is 
automatic. 

The ultimate goal, of course. 


Greenbelt Grabbag 

by Punchin’ Judy 

Seasons Greetings, Greenbelt dear, 

Have a wonderful New Year. 

We wish to you in sixty-six, 

Preponderance of treats over tricks. 

A Master Plan we hope for you 
That lets a little green peak through. 

May builders come with less intensity 
And grant to you, we hope, low density. 

As for traffic jams, may you have none. 

But for a traffic light, you know which one. 

We hope for zoning that is not too commercial, 

And a high school site that is not too controversial. 

Your library building, may it really come true, 

If not right now, in a year or two. 

May the city officials be guided to act, 

To our advantage in theory and fact. 

Let your residents, Greenbelt, feel happy and proud, 

May you as a city, stand out from the crowd, 

May your citizens, but not all your buildings, stand tall, 
Happy New Year to you, Happy New Year to all, 

— December 30, 1965 
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If Greenbelt isn’t a heaven on 
earth (and don’t get me wrong, 
I don’t claim it is) it is a 
heaven from the hells that are 
on earth—in Europe and Asia, 
and even in our own country. 

Coming home from our jobs 
to the comfort and beauty and 
healthfulness that is here, it is 
hard to realize the misery that 
is abounding elsewhere. 

The headlines and the pictures 
can easily seem to be about 
things very remote from us. 

However, we can’t help but be 
impressed with our good fortune, 
and we must be filled with de¬ 
termination to preserve it. and 
to share it with all others pos¬ 
sible. 

The fact is that Greenbelt was 
created as an answer to the 
problem that is causing the 
world’s present misery. It is an 
effort to spread the advantages 
gained by modern machinery and 
modern knowledge to all the 
people. 

We must make our community 
successful that it will be an 
effective blow, not a help, to 
those who would create misery 
for their own selfish ends. 

That calls for serious thinking 
and earnest effort from us all. 

Howard C. Custer 
—October 20, 1938 



is ito get elected to the city 
council or the housing corpora- 
ton (what is their name now ?) 
board of directors. Then you get 
paid for doing what comes nat¬ 
urally. 

—June 20, 1957 


CINEMATTERS 

by I. J. Parker 

It is apparent to anyone riding 
around Greenbelt lately that our 
“skyline" has changed consider¬ 
ably. I mean the television aeri¬ 
als that have appeared almost 
overnight in such clusters. Tele¬ 
vision has brought with it a 
whole new way of life as any¬ 
one fortunate enough to own a 
television set can testify. 

First, getting accustomed to 
viewing television in your own 
home requires some adjustment. 
One friend, so long in the habit 
of watching the fights on the set 
in his favorite bar, can only 
watch his own set by standing at 
right angles to the set, twisting 
his neck and putting one foot up 
on the first sJhelf of his bookcase. 

One family uses the set as in 
inducement for getting tne child¬ 
ren to eat their dinners. What 
Geseil couldn't do, “Howdy Doo- 
dy" did! 

Another friend reports that he 
lived in his court for a year and 
never met any of his neighbors. 
After acquiring a television set, 
he gave up using Mum, quit 
reading Dale Carnegie and dis¬ 
carded his file of Henny Young- 
man jokes. His house is now jam¬ 
med every night with neighbors 
dropping in to see his set. 

The few programs I have been 
able to view (due to the kindness 
of a friendly neighbor) have 
been quite enlightening. Vaude¬ 
ville has returned! Back from the 
grave have come the juggling 
acts, the acrobats, the comedy 
routines, and the magician. It is 
a sweet revenge. Movies killed 
vaudeville, and vaudeville in the 
armor of television is slowly 
gaining strength and soon will 
prove the medium that will put 
movies as we know them today to 
a peaceful rest, 

—January 29, 1949 


The Way I See It 

by Charles F. Schwan 

If a fledgling columnist may 
begin his career with a boast, 
then I am about to boast. 

Recently I was fortunate 
enough to be able to move into 
Green Ridge House. It is a fine 
facility that even my brief ex¬ 
perience persuades me justifies 
the praise that its elderly or in¬ 
firm residents have heaped upon 
it 

The City Council plays a rela¬ 
tively small role in planning and 
constructing most projects. The 
City Manager and other staff 
members perform the tasks nec¬ 
essary to erect a Springhill Lake 
Recreation Center or an addition 
to the Municipal Building, In the 
case of Green Ridge House, how¬ 
ever, Council participated active¬ 
ly in determining what should 
be included for residents’ safe¬ 
ty, comfort and convenience. 
Make no mistake. Most of the 
credit for the decisions made be¬ 
longs to the City Manager, 
James K. Giese; to the former 
Assistant City Manager, Dennis 
Piendak; and to the late Buddy 
Attick, who was Director of Pub¬ 
lic Works; to their associates 
and an advisory committee of 
citizens. A good share, neverthe¬ 
less, can be claimed by the Coun¬ 
cil sitting at that time. 

My boast? I was a member of 
Council when Green Ridge House 
was planned and built. 

—July 14, 1983 


Poetry Column 

by Dorothy Sucher 

Go to sleep, my pet, my pretty, 
Mamma is a member of the Tele¬ 
phone Committee. 

We've formed a coalition 
To crush the opposition 
By signing a petition 
Defining our position . . . 

Hush, child, hush 

Close your eyes, lamb, don’t you 
pout 

Mama’s got a meeting and the 
time is running out. 

We plan a demonstration 

To express our indignation 

And urge the resignation 

Of the whole Association 

For its snide insinuation 

It's a baseiess fabrication . . . 

Hush, child, hush. 

Must you have a fever? Must 
you run a rash? 

Infant filibusterer, your mama's 
got to dash. 

* * * 

The Opposition's foxy 
Congealed in orthodoxy 
But baby's chicken-poxy 
And I don't have a proxy. 

* —May 24, 1962 


Congratulatons 

to the Greenbelt News Review 

Dr. Till Bergemcmn FAAFP 
Dr. David S. Granite FAAFP 
Dr. Leela Krishnamurthy ARFP 

115 Centerway 
Greenbelt, Maryland 20770 

474-2141 By Appointment Only 


When we 
ask lor your 
hard-earned 

money, 

you deserve 
a lot in return. 


Complete Investment Services 
Conveniently Available 
In Greenbelt 

Call or Visit Our Office 

© 

ESTABLISHED 1920 

Johnston, Lemon & Co. 

INCORPORATED 

Ms-oe 1 tow Yon Stock Exchange anfl olhe' leading exchanges 
Ma.-nbr Si PC 

STOCKS ■ BONDS ■ OPTIONS ■ Growth Fund of 
Washington and other Mutual Funds, Tax Free 
Maryland Bonds 

Capital Office Park, 6305 Ivy Lane 842-5303 


FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 
& Loan Association of Annapolis 

Member FSLIC* Member Federal Home Uian Bank System 


BOWIE: Freestate Mall, 15460 Annapolis Road, 

Rt. 450, Bowie, MD 20715,262-8822 • Bowie Plaza, 
6796 Laurel-Bowie Road, Bowie, MD 20715,262-3707 
CROFTON: Village Green, Crofton, MD 21114,721-7330 
ROCKVILLE: 2131 Viers Mill Road, Rockville, MD 20851, 
424-3377 • GREENBELT: 7910 Cherrvwood Lane, 
Greenbelt, MD 20770,220-0255 • MAIN OFFICE: 
2024 West Street, Annapolis, MD 21401,266-6100 
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Open a Mellon account and your life 
can be filled with music and light. 



When you open an account at Mellon Bank 
by December 31, we’ll give you more than no 
service charge checking and high interest on 
your savings. We’ll fill your nights with light 
or your mornings with music 

Open a checking account and get a free 
clip-on book light/clock. 

Open a Mellon checking account with a mini¬ 
mum of $400 and you’ll receive a free clip-on 
light to help you read at night. It also has a 
digital clock to let you know when it’s time to 
go to sleep. 

Of course, you’ll sleep a lot easier too, knowing 
that your Personal Checking Account is free 
of service charges with a minimum monthly 
balance of only $400. 


Open a checking account and a money 
market or statement savings account 
and get a free Soundesign™ AM/FM 
clock radio. 

When you deposit a combined total of $1000 
between a new Mellon checking account and 
a new or existing money market account or 
statement savings account, it will be music to 
your ears. Because you’ll receive a free AM/FM 
clock radio with convenient features, including 
snooze alarm button and lighted digital clock. 

You’ll also wake up feeling more rested 
because Mellon will calculate your combined 
average monthly balance in your Personal 
Checking and money market or statement 
savings accounts. And if you maintain a $1000 


combined average balance, your Personal 
Checking Account will be free of monthly 
service charges. Tb avoid monthly ser vice 
charges on your money market account you 
must maintain a minimum monthly balance 
of $1000. Your statement savings account 
minimum balance requirement is $100. 

Tb fill your life with music and light, and your’ 
bank account with money, visit any Mellon 
office in Bethesda, Bowie, Columbia, 
Gaithersburg, Greenbelt, and Wheaton, 
or call 332-1525. Outside our area, call 
1 800 332-1525. 

This offer good only at Mellon Bank (MD) and may not be used in 
combination with any other offers available at the same time. 
Member FDIC 

Mellon reserves the right to substitute the above items with mer 
chandise of equal value. One gift per household. 


© Mellon Bank 

Quality banking. 
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Pro Vox Pop 

Except for the inevitable limitations of space and deadline, the 
pages of this paper are open at all times to the public for its com¬ 
ment and criticism. News stories tell you what happened; editorials 
tell you what we think about the news; letters to the editor tell us 
—and the community—what YOU think about both. 

We believe in letters to the editor. We believe they nullify 
rumor and promote reason. We salute the citizens who, in the past 
tense weeks especially, have taken the trouble to make known their 
opinions so that others mav share and consider them. 

—May 8, 1952 


A Letter 

From Mrs. Roosevelt 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 
December 30, 1937 
My dear Mr. Sowell: 

I am very much interested in 
the copies of the Greenbelt Co- 
operator which you are sending 
me, but I think I am more inter¬ 
ested in the fact that you have 
formed a journalistic club and 
will carry this venture through 
on a cooperative, voluntary basis. 

I hope that the paper will 
prove a valuable instrument for 
the dissemination of news and 
that it will have the interest of 
the people of Greenbelt. 

Very sincerely yours, 
(Signed) Eleanor Roosevelt 


POISON IVY CLUB 

This week's candidates for the 
Poison Ivy Club are the people 
who insist on writing long-wind¬ 
ed letters to the editor and then 
kick when reminded that the lim¬ 
it is 250 words. 

—November 16. 1939 


STATED PUBLICLY 

I wish to state publicly that 
the views expressed by my hus¬ 
band in his column, particularly 
the one about the Center School 
PTA. are not shared by me. 

—Vivian Greenbaum 
October 24, 1957 


One of the things many of my 
friends in Greenbelt hold against 
me, as does the gentleman who 
thinks I am a “rabble rouser,” 
is that I do not believe in the 
sanctity of the coop (GHI). It 
does not take the place of God 
for me. . . . 

—December 20, 1979 


When reporting on Greenbelt 
City Council deliberations in the 
May 31. 1984 issue of the Green¬ 
belt News Review, reference was 
made on page 4 to remarks of 
“councilman Toni Bram”. Al¬ 
though council member Antoin¬ 
ette M, Bram is only in her first 
term of office and. perhaps, the 
Greenbelt News Review staff is 
not yet used to reporting on her 
activities. I find this reference, 
“councilman’’, insensitive and of¬ 
fensive. 

I am married to a council- 
woman, not a “councilman”. 

Ralph A. Bram 
Editor’s Note: Our face is red. 


While our reporter did use the 

word “eouncilwoman” in her 

story, our proofreaders did not 

notice that the linotype operator 

had set the word “councilman.” 
Our apologies to Greenbelt’s 
newest member of council, An¬ 
toinette M. (Toni) Bram. 

June 7, 1984 


This year is commemorative in 
many ways. For those of us 
who use Greenbelt Lake Park, 
a.k.a. Buddy Attick Park, it’s 
been 50 years of either nonexist¬ 
ent or minimal toilet facilities. 
As a well attended park, espe¬ 
cially in summer, this not only 
speaks poorly for Greenbelt city 
services, but is a source of real 
annoyance and derision as well. 
We treat our residents and our 
many visitors to a lovely lake 
park recreation area, but when 
they ask to use the john, we send 
them to the woods. . . . 

—May 28, 1987 


It is gratifying to hear that a 
large store such as Klein’s will 
be located at Beltway Plaza. 
Now has any provision been made 
for added roads to take care of 
the traffic that will be gener¬ 
ated ? One has only to see the 
bad situation at Wheaton Plaza, 
and at P. G. Plaza, both of which 
are served by two access roads. 
But judging from past perform¬ 
ances. nothing will be done until 
the whole city council gets 
caught, en toto. in a traffic jam 
on Greenbelt Road. 

—July 19, 1962 


“Credit where credit is due, 
please! Lately, the News Review 
has been giving me too much 
credit and others not enough . . 
Two weeks ago. in an Our Neigh- 



This will take care of the guy who simply MUST have the ear 


bors item about the birth of m> wfefdou?# open! 
son, I was named (with a slight __ 

mis-spelling), my son and my 
daughters were named, but—my 
wife. Rose, who had quite a bit 
to do with the whole thing, was 
not mentioned.” 

(1963) 


Happy Anniversary 
News Review 


“Greenbelt is not just a plain, 
ordinary town. In another hun¬ 
dred years it will be a national 
monument, and losing it to four- 
lane highways created by green¬ 
back-centered. fast buck zoning 
will be a loss to many more peo¬ 
ple than the few of us who pres¬ 
ently live here. Tf we are to keep 
Greenbelt we have to fight for 
it, loudly, clearly, and aggres¬ 
sively now. and later at the 
polls.” 

(1965) 


By the time I finished reading 
the letters-lo-the-editor page 
last week. I was laughing hy¬ 
sterically. I then read it to my 
husband who couldn’t believe his 
ears. Different ideas and opin¬ 
ions are what, help to make our 
lives and country interesting- but 
honestly the letters-to-the-editor 
page is beginning to read like 
a comedy revue, with the same 
characters week-in and week- 
out, , . . 


@ Mellon Bank 

Quality banking. 



Springhill Lake Apartments 
Congratulates 
The Greenbelt News Review 
On 50 Years of Excellence 



Three long-time residents, News Review staffers past and present* 
completed books in 1987. At left is Virginia Beauchamp, editor of 
A Private War: Letters and Diaries of Madge Preston, 1862-1867, 
published by Rutgers University Press. In the center is Bernice Kast- 
ner, author of Space Mathematics, a Resource for Teachers, distribu¬ 
ted by NASA. Dorothy Sucher, author of Dead Men Don’t Give Sem¬ 
inars, rounds out the group. Sucher’s book will be published by St. 
Martin’s Press in the spring of 1988. 

— Dec. 6, 1984 



DOT ITALIAN 



Enjoy Our Luncheon 
Buffet Salad Bar 


per person 
Served from 11.0G i ff - 

2:00 pm 


Sumptuous salads, plentiful pastas, homemade soup, big 
thick slices of pizza, and hearty chunks of our grande 
submarine sandwich - ALL FOR ONLY $5.95! 

Or select a delicious entree from our luncheon menu. 


JOIN US AT 



In The Holiday Inn Greenbelt 

7200 Hanover Dr ■ Greenbelt, MD 20770 «(301) 982*7000 


BEHAVIOR INDIVIDUAL, COUPLE, 

SERVICE 


CONSULTANTS* 


FAMILY & GROUP 
THERAPY 


• Depression 

• Stress • Anxiety 

• Marital Therapy 

• Communication/ 

Social Skills 

• Phobia Clinic 

• Sexual Functioning 

• Psychological & 

N europsy chological 
Testing 

• Psychiatric 

Consultation & Evaluation 

• Nutrition Weight 

& Health Management 

LICENSED 

PROFESSIONALS 



COGNITIVE 
BE HA VO RIAL 
APPROACH 


474-2146 


133 Centerway Road 
Greenbelt MD 




—May 25, 1978 
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We Get Bouquets . . . 


“I am writing to express my 
appreciation for the splendid 
work you and your News Review 
staff are doing. 

“I have noticed that you en¬ 
deavor to be fair in reporting 
both sides of controversial issues 
that arise in Greenbelt from 
time to time. 

‘‘You are to be congratulated 
on continuing your publication 
every week since November, 
1937 even though you have ex¬ 
perienced financial difficulty. We 
appreciate the fact that the 
News Review is delivered free to 
every home in Greenbelt.” (1960) 


Isn’t it nice -to know you’re 
officially middle aged? 

Seriously, completing your 
41st year of continuous publica¬ 
tion is a significant milestone 
and one you truly can be proud 
of. 

As a longtime reader of the 
News Review, I also can say 
your years of publication have 
been years of invaluable service 
to the Greenbelt community. Like 
the city itseif. you have grown 
up since your beginnings as 
a mimeographed newsletter in 
1937. 

The future should hold noth¬ 
ing but good things for a pub¬ 
lication with such a worthy past. 

Gladys Noon Spellman, 
Member of Congress 
—December 7, 1978 


W ords of Praise . . . 

In January 1963, a minority group on the Greenbelt Homes Inc , 
board of directors proposed that Greenbelt Development Corporation 
(a wholly owned subsidiary of GH1) charge the Greenbelt News Re¬ 
view a monthly rent of $50 for unused basement space it was making 
available to the newspaper at the Parkway apartments. Up to that 
time , the corporation had made the space available rent-free as a 
public service, with the newspaper reimbursing GDC for out-of-poekei 
expenses such as electricity ($3 a month). The issue was settled at 
the annual membership meeting of May 1963 when the GHI members 
voted (with less than 10 nays out of a possible 390 votes) to continue 
the policy of providing rent-free quarters to the News Review. As 
distressing as this was to the News Review volunteer staff, which 
considered the move an attempt to harass and intimidate the nevjs- 
paper and a threat to its editorial independence, a source of comfort 
was the flood of letters to the editor supporting the newspaper. Fol¬ 
lowing are a few choice excerpts: 


“Many citizens don’t realize 
that a majority of people who 
work on the News Review have 
a strong feeling of pride in the 
newspaper and in w r hat it stands 
for ... It means that most of 
the staff believe that the News 
Review stands for something 
special in the newspaper world, 
and that they identify themselves 
with its purposes and accom¬ 
plishments I know many of these 
people personally, and we do 
very little in helping them carry 
out their individually assigned 
tasks. 

(1963) 

“Could it be that just because 
the News Review reports the 
news as its reporters see it that 
there is such a hullabaloo?” 

(1963) 

“When we moved here two and 
one-half years ago our first im¬ 
pression of the vitality of Green¬ 
belt was gained from reading 
the News Review ... If GDC 
wishes to “tax” the News Review 
out of existence by imposing rent 
on a non-profit organization for 
space that is not suitable for 
commercial or residential use, we 
feel that it would be making an 
error which all of us would soon 
regret.” 

(1963) 

“No suburban community can 
support a real money making 
newspaper . . . But operated as 
a cooperative, we have a vital 
paper, open to anyone who can 
write and is willing to spend 
some time helping to produce the 
paper . , . And I believe our 
community is much the better 
because of it.” 

( 1963 ) 

“For a quarter-century the 
newspaper has been the voice of 
the people of this town . . . The 
volunteer working force has al¬ 
most miraculously renewed it¬ 
self through the generations. 
During that time, perhaps more 
than any other single voice, the 
newspaper has been a unifying 
agency in the town, causing resi¬ 
dents to feel and act as citizens 
. . . This sense of identification 


is not to be confused with con¬ 
formity or unanimity of opinion. 
In fact the paper has, in its 
variations of editorial policy, 
probably caused citizen action 
through heated dispute more 
often than through gentle per¬ 
suasion. Nevertheless this has 
kept Greenbelt from becoming 
just another suburban sprawl of 
sleeping quarters without char¬ 
acter or community spirit.” 

(1963) 

“I want to thank the News 
Review for providing a forum 
from which I could hold forth. 
I well know, and I am sure that 
all of Greenbelt likewise recog¬ 
nizes the fact that all the mem¬ 
bers of the News Review staff 
work long hours with no thought 
of personal reward in order that 
the paper is available for all of 
us. For that I thank all of 
you.” 

(1963) 

“My criticism of the News Re¬ 
view is that the paper is too, 
too polite in its endurance of 
jackassery and misrepresenta¬ 
tion.” 

(Jt% 3) 



Caterers 

From "A to V 

mouth watering meals- 
painstakingly prepared 
and "tastefully" 
arranged 

•Appetizers 'Pizza 
•Chicken ’Salads 
•Dessert ’Seafood 

•Pasta *Veai 

577-0070 


...And W e Get Brick Bats 



The Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt 
Democratic Club 


Salutes 


The Greenbelt News Review 


Fifty Years of Community Service 


The Club meets on the third Friday of the month at 8 p,m, at the Greenbriar 


Community Center, Newcomers welcome. 


This letter is addressed to the 
new and not so new citizens of 
Greenbelt who enjoy receiving a 
free copy of the News Review 
delivered to your door each Thurs¬ 
day night. I think this delightful 
informative publication is one of 
the ways Greenbelt has maintain¬ 
ed its cohesiveness throughout 
the years. Many former Green- 
belters from as far away as Eu¬ 
rope still subscribe to the News 
Review to keep posted on things 
at home. For some senior citi¬ 
zens, I have been told, this is the 
only contact with the outside 
world for weeks at a time. 

The News Review is a non¬ 
profit, volunteer paper; the car¬ 
riers receive very little monetary 
compensation — an average of % 
of a cent per paper. Since No¬ 
vember, when I took over the 
circulation, it has managed to 
rain or snow almost every Thurs¬ 
day night. Many of our carriers 
have had the flu and substitutes 
have been great — carrying 200 
paper over strange routes — in 
the dark; some even carried 
double routes. 

Please remember when you see 
a cold, wet and tired carrier in 
your yard on Thursday night 
some of it may may have rubbed 
off on your paper. But, like the 
carrier, it will dry and look a 
little less tired in half an hour, 

1974 

By brother . . . was a feature 
writer on the Chicago Daily 
News for 15 years and likes 
newspapers. Ever since I first 
discovered what a remarkable 
little paper our News Review is, 
I have saved copies for him, send¬ 
ing him two or three months’ pa¬ 
pers in a bundle. I received a 
Valentine from him and his wife 
in which he wrote: 

“Happy Valentine’s Day to 
Mayor Pilski, Charlie Sehwan, 
Roy Breashears, Mrs, Hutzler, 
Chairman Smith, Eunice Cozon, 
Thomas X. (White), Kathy 
Keene, A1 Skolnik, and all the 
other wonderful people that move 
through the pages of the Green¬ 
belt News Review like characters 
from a Dickens novel,” 

1975 

Fair Weather Brings Radar 

Police Chief O’Brien told the 
News Review that with the onset 
of nice weather there will be an 
increase in the number of State 
and County radar units in the 
area. Time and location of their 
use will not be announced. 

-March 5, 1964 


Since the Cooperator has been 
in existence we have put out 
some pretty lousy issues but last 
week’s issue really takes the 
cake. It stunk.” (From a former 
staff member. 1940) 


as we read MBH’s letter . . . 
Incidentally, the last person who 
wrote a letter along MBH’s 
lines ended up as the News Re¬ 
view Editor.” 

(1965) 


“After reading your minutely 
detailed and unfortunately inac¬ 
curate report of a routine meet¬ 
ing of the board of directors of 
the Greenbelt Health Associa¬ 
tion and after receiving several 
telephone calls from members of 
the association in regard thereto, 
we feel it necessary to bring to 
the attention of your readers, as 
well as the editor of the Coop¬ 
erator, a true report of at least 
one of the gross inaccuracies of 
your account, . . (1944) 

“Your newspaper has not been 
objective in its reporting of the 
news and its editorial policy has 
been lopsided ... It has been 
quite apparent to this observer 
for years that your newspaper 
in its alleged news coverage sin¬ 
gles out for favorable mention 
the actions of individuals whose 
cause you endorse.” 

(1963) 

“I have been a reader of the 
Greenbelt News Review for the 
last two years. During this time 
I have become accustomed to 
reading slightly slanted news and 
strongly partisan editorials . . . 
I strongly object to the News 
Review’s double standard in re¬ 
porting and editorializing!” 

(1963) 

“I am moved to take you to 
task gently (for, I judge, you 
are a lady) for some apparent 
sloppiness m the operation of 
your paper. 

“Most disturbing is the fact 
that the weekly issues are dated 
Thursday but never arrive at 
my door until Saturday . 
Assuming you intended to get 
the paper to me by January 28, 
why do you carry a meeting no. 
tice in that issue for Monday, 
January 25? . . * 

our copy editing is sloppy 
too. There is no “partially frozen 
ice” in this world. It is the lake, 
dear lady, that was partially 
frozen . . . 

“I think your paper has a 
definite valued place in the com¬ 
munity, But just because the ad¬ 
vertiser pays and not the sub¬ 
scriber—don’t get too compla¬ 
cent. If I stop reading, the ad¬ 
vertiser will stop paying.” 

MBH 

“Editor’s Note: A partially 
frozen smile played over our lip* 


I have read and re-read your 
“correction” of the News Re¬ 
view’s original article on the 
performance of the Parkdale 
Symphonic Band in both the 
County and the State Instrumen¬ 
tal Music Festivals. I can only 
conclude that the “correction” is 
more inaccurate or, at best, in¬ 
complete than the original story. 

1973 

If you are going to use my 
name in an article, particularly 
in a provocative way, quote me 
correctly. . . . 

(1985) 

It was very interesting to read 
in your account of the city coun¬ 
cil meeting that the Greenbriar 
issue can be likened to “Water¬ 
gate”. That may be truer than 
you realize. 

It is unfortunate that the rec¬ 
ord of the News Review can not 
compare to the vigorous report¬ 
ing of the Washington Post. I am 
sure that the several citizens 
who were in attendance at that 
meeting were probably wonder¬ 
ing if they really were there 
after reading the doctored ac¬ 
count of your reporter . . , 

Of course, we couldn’t expect 
the News Review to report as I 
am in this letter, but it would be 
nice to read accounts that ap¬ 
proach what actually happened, 
rather than the fairy tales we 
are treated to by your reporters. 
* * * —June 21, 1973 

“Don’t Fence Me In!” 

by Ai Skolnik 

Concerned about reports that 
adventurous young children were 
climbing under and over the 
newly-erected fences along the 
Washington-Baltimore Freeway 
David Kane, GVHC’s mainte¬ 
nance superintendent, undertook 
to discover the cause of the at¬ 
traction. 

“Well,” $aid one small boy, 
“We like to watch the cars go 
by.” Another chimed in “My 
mother often goes with us to 
sit on the guard rails and wave 
at the passing cars.” 

Exasperated, Dave asked, 
“What in the world do you think 
the fence was put up for?” 

“WhyJ’ came the prompt re¬ 
ply. “We thought it was to keep 
people out of Greenbelt!” 

—April 28, 1955 
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The development of Green belt has always been 
a major issue in the city. The next two pages contain 
editorials and responses concerning that development. 


Where Is Greenbelt Going? 

As more and more of the plans for the vacant land in 
Greenbellt come off the drawing boards, it appears obvious 
to us that our concept of Greenbelt as a planned community 
differs widely from that of the developers. 

Our concept, and one that we believe is shared by the 
majority of Greenbelt's citizens and officials, visualizes the 
future Greenbelt as a balanced community. There would be 
some apartment dwellings, some commercial zoning, some 
low-cost housing, some medium priced individual and duplex 
housing, and some high quality free-standing homes. 

Such a balance would provide the broad tax base needed 
to finance desirable city services. At the same time it would 
retain the present character of Greenbelt as a city primarily 
of homeowners who have a deep and abiding interest in the 
development of Greenbelt and its services. 

Already this balance has been thrown out of kilter by 
the development of Springhill Lake Apartments, which may 
eventually house more people than presently live in Green¬ 
belt. It is obvious {hat any further rental apartment and 
commercial zoning will further unbalance the community. 

Yet the developers keep pushing their plans for high 
rise and rental apartments. If these plans are adopted 
without change, about 80 percent of Greenbelt’s eventual 
population will be living in rental dwellings, compared with 
25 percent today. 

The developers boast that this will make Greenbelt the 
most densely populated area in Prince Georges county . . , 
that such development will bring Greenbelt out of its isola¬ 
tion and provide its citizens with many new' community ser¬ 
vices . that such development, as compared with that of 
individually-owned homes, will produce less of a burden on 
the city tax rate. 

Has anyone asked whether such a metropolis is what 
Greenbelt residents want? Has anyone asked whether 
Greenbelt residents are so desirous of tax relief they are 
ready to turn the rest of Greenbelt into a community like 
Langley Park, consisting primarily of commercial strips and 
rental apartments? Has anyone asked Greenbelt residents 
w r hether they are ready to accept the consequences of such 
development — traffic congestion, crowded schools, elimina¬ 
tion of green spaces? 

We think the developers would be well-advised to con¬ 
sult once again the Community Goals adopted bv the city 
council on November 25, 1963, This document, prepared bv 
the Advisory Planning Board as a guide for the future de¬ 
velopment of the city calls for the preservation of Greenbelt 
as a residential community and for development to the max¬ 
imum of individually-owned homes or apartments. 

It can safely be predicted that failure to heed these 
objectives will find the developers faced with constant, end¬ 
less opposition and controversy along every step of the wav. 

—March. 1984 


Students React to News Review Editorial; 
Pick Up Pens to Debate Greenbelt’s Future 


by Elaine Skolnik 

Little did the News Review 
realize that its March 5 editorial 
“Where Is Greenbelt Going?” 
would cause such a stir in Mr. 
Peter Whittaker's 9-C Social 
Studies class at Greenbelt Jun¬ 
ior High. The students, in the 
midst of a unit on metropolitan 
affairs, had been studying plan¬ 
ning. zoning and transportation 
in our local area. Therefore, it 
took little for the editorial and 
a letter by Sidney Kastner, 
which frowned upon the develop¬ 
ment of Greenbelt as a future 
metropolis composed of 80% 
rental units, to stimulate a live¬ 
ly discussion. 

In fact, the reaction was so 
intense that many students heard 
the familial Greenbelt “call to 
arms” and, with their trusty 
pens, commented on the editorial 
in the form of letters to the 
editor. Through the courtesy of 
Mr. Whittaker, these comments 
were made available for quota¬ 
tion 

In keeping with the Greenbelt 
predilection for green areas, the 
most common reaction was 
against apartment construction. 
According to Mr. Whittaker, at 


least two-thirds of the letters 
generally supported the position 
of the editorial. Not *to be ig¬ 
nored, however, was a strong 
minority who took the position 
that apartment development was 
most desirable. 

Majority Opinion 

The major concern of those 
who opposed apartment construc¬ 
tion was with the problems which 
would be created as a result of 
this type of development. 
Adrianne Cornett put it this way. 
“The builders of this new con¬ 
cept of Greenbelt are rushing 
headlong into their glorious 
dreams of Greenbelt as a metro¬ 
polis, not taking into account the 
nightmares they may create for 
its future residents. Greenbelt 
the metropolis! I can see it now 
with its people only digits in a 
population cdunt instead of the 
individuals that make up a town. 
With these dreams come over¬ 
crowded scnools and increased 
crime rate and the destruction 
of the green that so many 
Greenbelters consider the trade¬ 
mark of their town.” 

Concurring with this view was 
John Esaias who commented, 
“Right now. Greenbelt has many 


problems with its present popu¬ 
lation. Imagine what the prob¬ 
lems will be if there are 25,000 
more people in this town.” 

In fact, one student, Reba 
Schwimer, termed Greenbelt a 
future “Hazardbelt”. 

The fear that increased apart¬ 
ment development would destroy 
the planned-community concept 
of Greenbelt was revealed in 
many of the letters Cindy Fritz 
wrote, “For years classes in jun¬ 
ior and senior high, as well as 
college, have studied Greenbelt 
as a model community—a plan¬ 
ned community. One of the basic 
facts that has distinguished 
Greenbelt from other communi¬ 
ties is that much of the open 
space—the ‘green', has been re¬ 
tained for recreation and for 
general beauty. Today far too 
many of these open spaces, this 
‘green', is being zoned for use 
as apartment and commercial 
sites. Already, with the presence 
of Springhill Lake, Boxwood and 
Charlestowne, the wooded land 
surrounding the American Le¬ 
gion, the Greenbelt water tower 
and the Junior High are threat¬ 
ened,” 

—April 2, 1964 


CONGRATULATIONS ON 50 YEARS! 



WE'VE ALSO BEEN SERVING THE GREENBELT 
COMMUNITY I SINCE 1974 


TRAVEL-ON UP.^^ 


A FULL SERVICE TRAVEL AGENCY 

• AIRLINE TICKETS • TOURS • CRUISES • MUCH MORE • 

FIRST FEDERAL BUILDING ^T/l.iDHn ADJACENT TO 

*+/*+ IJUU FINNIGAN'S CARWASH 



50tA rftutuA&id&uf, 

tf’ieea&elt IRevcecv 

FROM THE 

GREENBELT RECREATION DEPARTMENT 



NATIONAL GOLD MEDAL AWARD WINNER 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN THE FIELD OF PARKLAND RECREATION MANAGEMENT 

Serving the city's residents with year round activities and 
special events for all ages. 

Informatio.n available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Phone 474-6878. 


George P. Rogala, Recreation Supervisor 
Anne M. Herink, Recreation Supervisor 
Cathy Corona, Recreation Coordinator 
Janet Goldberg, Recreation Coordinator 


Harry G. Irving, Director 
Harry J. James, Asst. Director 


Alexa K.. Kiefer^ Office Assistant 


Matthew S. Mills, Recreation Coordinator 
Julie McHale, Recreation Coordinator 
Betty R. Lehman, Secretary 
Pat P. Horsman, Office Assistant 





















GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 


Page A23 


Flight from the Facts 

As the day of decision on the purchase of Greenbelt approaches, 
several facts are taking shape through the rather hysterical atmos¬ 
phere which has characterized the pubilc reaction. 

For one thing, we have grown soft. Having lived for so long in 
a planned community, protected more fully than we have realized 
from housing standards outside our little “Eden”, we have been try¬ 
ing to stall off our inevitable fate. But we cannot evade the fact 
that the tenor of the times has shifted in the 15 years since the 
start of the experiment we have been privileged to share; and that 
we, like everyone else in the world, must perforce adapt to the 
change. 

We retain the physical advantages of a community whose orig¬ 
inal homes, lawns, playgrounds, playing fields, and landscaping were 
the best the most important talents of the Roosevelt administration 
could devise. We retain the swimming pool. We retain the lake and 
its recreational area, even now being improved by local organizations 
working with the state. We can look forward to the benefits of the 
proposed golf course, the continued development of the Department 
of Interior land, the improvement of the lake, the completion of the 
Baltimore highway. 

We retain, whether we realize it or not, a cooperative way of life. 
Very few residents have escaped getting involved in some kind of 
cooperative in Greenbelt, from nursery school to newspaper. It 
seems fitting that we continue in that spirit, to agree on our aim 
and work together towards its achievement. 

Those residents who wish to buy their homes in Greenbelt, and 
sincerely distrust the alternatives, can fie rghtly indignant at this 
evasion of reality on the part of wishful thinkers. 

We believe that all residents who want to buy should be guar¬ 
anteed their right to buy mutually, without interference from those 
who do not want to buy—and who must still adjust, like it or no, to 
the changes confronting them. — April 3, 1952 

“I told them I wanted no part of Co-op housing’’ 



The Real Greenbelt Story 

At last the real Greenbelt story is being heard by the outside 
world. That is the story of a special kind of spirit drawing together 
the people of this town. The word cooperate heard so often here 
flows from the volunteerism that has been a way of life since the 
town began. 

Yet that's the story which outside reporters have always missed. 

From time to time they come to check up on what has happened 
to the greenbelt concept. They look for the broad belt of forestland— 
the stretch of green—that was supposed to protect the inner city 
against the encroachments of urban blight. What they see instead 
are divided highways crisscrossing our town, separating neighbor¬ 
hoods one from another. Or they see the shabby commercial center 
in the original part of town—or the acres of highrise commercial 
buildings, shopping malls, and apartment complexes in the newer 
sections, where that forestland was supposed to be. What they con¬ 
clude is that “The Dream Is Dead.” 

We know better. Over the years we have repeatedly fought to 
preserve that green.. We have used pressure and legal means to 
control growth within the city and outside our boundaries. Often 
we have lost. But we have won a few, too. The brilliant green 
canopy which blankets the heart of the city with its still almost 
rural feeling is unique in the Washington suburbs. Even in the new 
parts of town, our city officials have wrung some concessions out 
of developers for parkland, green space, buffering and landscaping. 
Plans to bring new vitality to the old commercial center are pending. 

But all of the changes in the physical design are not the real 
Greenbelt. Greenbelt’s story resides in the people and what they do 
—how they pull together to deal with problems and to feel the plea¬ 
sures that sharing brings. 

Two recent decisions by organizations outside our town tell us 
that the real Greenbelt story has now been heard. One was the 
decision by the Maryland Humanities Council to fund with a sub¬ 
stantial grant a forthcoming conference on planned communities— 
an event to be held here during our 50th anniversary year. The other 
was our choice as a finalist in the All-America Cities contest —a 
national award celebrating citizen action. Neither honor would have 
come to us had it not been for our city's clear record of cooperative 
experience—the know-how to get things done by working together. 

That has always been in this city's style. We're glad that story 
is now being heard. — November 7, 1985 


Greenbelt- AFutureMetropolis Sex and the 


. . . The real surprise of the evening, however, had little to do with 
a new library site. This was Councilman Clifford Simonson's figures 
on the potential growth of the city's population. He reported that 
when the new development already planned is completed (with the 
time depending on the occupancy rate), the city would then have 
about 35,000 residents. This could come in five years. If zoning 
applications now pending, especially for apartments, are approved, 
the population could easily go to €5,000 — all this because Greenbelt 
is becoming the hub of major highways and expressways in the 
area. No one really dreams — or should we say nightmares — that 
this 65,000 figure will be reached or even approached. Nevertheless, 
the possibility that Greenbelt might someday be a huge metropolis 
cannot be lightly dismissed. . . . 


Voting Booth 

Voters in the city council elec¬ 
tion on Tuesday will find that the 
official ballot in the voting booths 
directs them to vote for five 
“councilmen.’’ It belatedly dawn¬ 
ed on the incumbent city coun- 
cilmen Monday night that this 
is not right: One of the candi¬ 
dates seeking to unseat one of 
them is not a man. 



X 

THE GREENBELT HILTON 

an vffawn 

6400 Ivy Line 
Greenbelt, MD 20770 

OUR EXCELLENCE SHOWS. 


After prolonged discussion, 
council agreed that (1) it is too 
late now to reprint the ballots; 
(2) the city's board of Elections 
is the only body with authority 
to make the necessary wording 
changes during the next two 
years; and (3) maybe the News 
Review could help enlighten the 
voters before election day. 

Here are some truly enlighten¬ 
ing thoughts compiled by the 
assorted Munchkins and Bunny 
Rabbits of the News Review 
staff: 

—“What levers consenting vot¬ 
ers choose to push in the pri¬ 
vacy of their own voting booths 
is between them and their con¬ 
sciences, and is not a matter for 
governmental mandate.” 

—“Voters should by all means 
be discriminating in their choices, 
but not discriminating as to gen¬ 
der.” 

—“Sex does not belong in the 
voting booth.” 

—“May the best human beings 
win!” 

(P.S.: Is this really the sort 
of things you guys on council 
wanted from us?) 

-—September 15, 1983 




The perfect location. Right off i-95, The 
Capital Beltway. Equally convenient to 
Baltimore, Annapolis and Washington. 
The perfect environment. Luxurious guest 
accommodations. An indoor and outdoor 
pool. Twin tennis courts. Superb meeting 
and banquet facilities. 

Excellent restaurants. Ample 
free parking. Top level 
Towers for added privacy. 

The perfect choice. A mere 
20 minutes from downtown 
Washington. Yet comfortably 
away from all the hassles. 

The perfect hotel for the 
discerning traveler. 

For reservations, 
call 1-800-HILTONS 
or (301)441-3700. 


Gaining Scarce Green Space 


Demands 'For’ Vote on Bonds 


A few years ago, Greenbelt was a small town beautifully sur¬ 
rounded by woodlands. Now, only scattered oases of green remain to 
offer respite from our urban clutter. Many of these spots are pri¬ 
vately owned and ripe for clearing and construction. If some of 
these forested areas are not acquired soon with public money for 
public use, the pleasure they give us will be lost forever. 

This is why passing the proposed municipal bond issue during 
the referendum next Tuesday is so urgent a matter for all of us. 
While other projects to be carried out with money from the bond 
sales have compelling claims of their own, at least some of those 
projects could conceivably be accomplished in later years. But loss 
now of the last remaining chances to buy green space for park land 
will be an irretrievable loss felt both by ourselves and the generations 
that follow us here. 

The city's wish list for use of the bond proceeds reflects the 
desires of the citizens. Among goals on the list, in addition to the 
acquisition of parkland, are improvement of existing parks; con¬ 
struction of a new, more efficient police station; repair and improve¬ 
ment of the old swimming pool and construction of an indoor swim¬ 
ming facility; and additions to the Youth Center and the public 
works building. All are worthy projects made necessary either by 
increased population of the city, with its needs for services, or by 
the longtime wear and tear of constant use. 

A bond issue will not be without cost, for city property taxes 
will have to be used to repay the buyers of the bonds. But city 
officials have proved through careful management of funds from the 
last bond issue that they know how to increase such monies with 
matching federal, state and county grants. As citizens we received 
more than any of us could have imagined. Passing the new refer¬ 
endum looks like the best investment any of us could make this year 
for our selves and for our children. 

The News Review supports the bond issue. We urge you to vote 
“For” in the special city election on May 14. —May 9, 1985 




































Page A24 


GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 

Allen the Printer 


Thursday, November 26, 1987 


My Point of View . . . by Bill Cornett 

There were times, when both the city of Greenbelt and 
I were considerably younger, when I thought there would 
always be things on which I could count. There would al¬ 
ways be hot summer days, and on those days the swimming 
pool would be filled with squealing, splashing kids. I used 
to be one of those kids, 'So I know all about it. 


A Tribute 


His full name is Herbert A . Allen . But to the genera¬ 
tion of editors who have struggled every zveek to get out 
the News Review, he tvas just Allen the printer (and this 
included his wife and family,) No disrespect was intended; 
it was simply that Allen has been an institution as far as 
the News Review tvas concerned . Always helpful in meet- 
ting our deadlines , sympathetic to the News Review's com¬ 
munity causes , and, most important, patient in our times 
of financial straits t Allen the Printer has always held our 
appreciation , The following stories, by former and present 
staff members, are a tribute to this warm relationship • 


After our skin was red from 
too many belly flops off the low 
dive, our faces were blue from 
underwater breath-holding con¬ 
tests. and our eyes burned from 
the chlorine, we had an important 
duty to perform, a duty still held 
sacred by children in Greenbelt 
to this day. We were going to go 
to the Ben Franklin five and 
dime store and spend the extra 
ten cents each of us had squir¬ 
reled away for candy. . . . 

Life is never sweeter than 
when you are ten years old, out 
of the pool on a hot summer day. 
and eating yourself halfway to 
diabetes on candy from Ben 
Franklin. 

Ben Franklin would never 
change, . . . (Pll swear they still 
have stuff ieft over from 1963 
on the back shelf)/ . . . 

But things do change. . . . 
But this is one change that I 
might not be able to take: The 
Ben Franklin Five and Dime is 
closing! . . . 

While I was growing up. Ben- 
jie's (as we used to call it) had 
more nifty toys for under a dol¬ 
lar. ... In the spring, it was 
squirt guns to take to school, and 
balloons for massive water fights. 

The people at the counter were 
nice. too. If you only brought 
25 cents in to buy something 
that cost a quarter, and forgot 


by Alexander E. Barnes 

Recently this newspaper ran a 
story which began “Veteran long 
distance runner, Alexander 
Barnes . . which has caused 
me to be the victim of comments 
on my age which border on slan¬ 
der. Comments about entering 
middle age were the kinder 
ones. . . . 

I was spared in some measure 
by the fact that this story of 
great interest was buried in the 
middle of the newspaper. How¬ 
ever. most experienced readers 
of the News Review skip the first 
page anyway, knowing that 
that is where the newspaper puts 
its most boring material. GHI 
and City Council meetings and 
the like. 

In addition there were those 
who noticed that I was getting 
slower. Perhaps, they said most 
cruelly of all, it was because I 
was carrying more weight. Let 
me obliterate that canard. 

The reason I am slower than 
the others is because I have re¬ 
fused to get a second-mortgage 
on the house in order to pay for 
the new equipment being worn 
by the modern (and sometimes 
younger) runners. Let me de¬ 
scribe to you the tremendous 
handicap I face every time I get 
out to compete against others 
who are restrained by no spend¬ 
ing limit. I do tend to spend 
substantially on shoes. On the 
day of the race I was wearing 
a pair for which I was paid $45, 
back when the dollar was worth 
something. These are generally 
available for $25 except that I 
have to buy an extra-wide size. 
What kind of chance do I have 
against those trodding along in 


to bring in the extra penny for 
tax, you could bring it by later 
(by now, with interest. I prob¬ 
ably owe them a couple bucks for 
the times I forgot to repay 
them). 

The store is still a different 
sort of place from any other re¬ 
tail establishment in the area. 
Dried flowers, yarn, sewing stuff, 
and other things of a feminine 
nature on the right side of the 
store, stationery, toys, hardware 
and housewares on the left. You 
could walk in right now and get 
an ironing board and a washer 
for your faucet, notebook paper, 
sunglasses, and still end up pay¬ 
ing a fair price, without having 
to cover six acres of store to 
find it all. 

I know, I can always zip over 
to Dart Drug and feel sort of 
like a mouse caught in a maze 
of giant merchandise canyons 
while I search through alpha¬ 
betically labeled aisles for some¬ 
thing that I could have found in 
ten seconds at good ole ? Ben- 
jy's. Then, while I’m fighting my 
way out of the parking lot and 
across the Parkway. I can think 
of a store I used to be able to 
walk to. owned by somebody my 
family knew, where I could get 
stuff I wanted with a lot less 
hassle. Ah. progress! 

—January 29, 1987 


ultralight, soft-cushion shoes for 
which they paid $100? 

It was a cool day, so that un¬ 
derneath my Sears $5 running 
shorts I wore my trusty long- 
johns which I brought with me 
when I migrated from New Eng¬ 
land a couple of decades ago. Is 
it any wonder that I would be 
passed by those wearing Dolphin 
Running Shorts ($15) over their 
Moss Brown Running Tights 
($25) . . with a non-binding 

body-hugging Lycra/Nylon blend 
. . ? I realize I may look a 

little funny in my old long-johns, 
but what about those guys run¬ 
ning around in panty-hose? 

My tee-shirt was one which 
I had received for having com¬ 
pleted the marathon in one of 
the previous years, which had 
the catchy phrase “Washing¬ 
ton's Birthday Marathon". Hu¬ 
mor is a serious requirement for 
the marathoner. So, I was clear¬ 
ly put down by those passing who 
had invested $10 or more in such 
as “Marathoners Keep It Up 
Longer”. Many of these weren't 
seen because of the tops worn 
over them. For the first part of 
the race I wore my Sears $15 
sweatshirt. I watched with envy 
those wearing their Gore-Tex 
Unisex (honest. I didn't make 
that up) Jackets with their Egy¬ 
ptian cotton spun in for $170. 

My gloves are those made for 
gardening and sold by Mr. Harry 
for less than $2. For only ten 
times as much I could have got¬ 
ten exactly the same gloves ex¬ 
cept that they would have said 
“Bill Rodgers" on them. 

Well, we all have to make sac¬ 
rifices. 

—March 28, 1985 


A Printer by Tradition 

by Rita Fisher 

Herbert A. Allen—"Allen the 
Printer"—has been in the print¬ 
ing business since he was 13 
years old. As owner of the Allen 
Printing Company, he has been 
responsible for printing the 
Greenbelt News Review (former¬ 
ly known as the Cooperator) 
for at least twenty of its thirty 
years of publication. 

His first contact with the News 
Review occurred when the paper 
decided to change from a mimeo¬ 
graphed copy to regularly print¬ 
ed issues, produced in the print- 
shop of the Prince Georges Post. 
Allen was employed by the Post 
at that time, and he personally 
supervised the first printed issue. 

By the time the Post, having 
grown to an 8-page paper, an¬ 
nounced that it could no longer 
handle the job for the News Re- 
view, Allen was ready to take 
over. He had just started his awn 
printing company and was rec¬ 
ommended by his own linotype 
operator. Sis Harvey from Glenn 
Dale, who had many friends in 
Greenbelt. Donald Cooper was 
the first editor Allen dealt with, 
soon followed by Sally Meredith. 

One of the most sacred insti¬ 
tutions for a newspaper is meet¬ 
ing the deadline—in our case, the 
Thursday night distribution. Al¬ 
len has been quite reliable in 
this respect, and if delays did 
now and then occur, there al¬ 
ways was a good cause, such as 
a little fire breaking out in the 
shop, or a form falling off the 
press and breaking into pieces. 
Once it was a water main that 
broke, but the paper nevertheless 
appeared the following day. 
Allen's Views About Greenbelt 

Being the News Review’s most 
avid reader (his job calls for it) 
Allen feels that the tail is out¬ 
growing the dog, as far as 
Greenbelt is concerned. He re¬ 
calls the days when there was 
"a tremendous interest" by the 
citizens of Greenbelt regarding 
what was happening to their 
town. And they let their feelings 
be known, both pro and con. 

There was a time, Allen also 
recalls, when it used to be a 
pleasure to take a ride to Green¬ 
belt. Travelling along an old 
country road, it was just like 
taking a ride to the country. Now 
it's gone, Allen reflects, and all 
you find is traffic to fight. 

Regarding himself, Allen feels 
that he is just a printer, like 
Ben Franklin. He would rather 
work among the machines in his 
shop than tie himself up with 
office work. The same feeling is 
held by his wife, Olive, and his 
son, Heif>ert, Jr„ "Red" who 
both work with him. Allen also 
has a married daughter who used 
to work in the shop when she 
was younger. The other Allen in 


the family is a son serving with 
the Armed Forces in Viet Nam, 

Allen and his family are very 
active members of the Hyatts- 
ville Seventh Day Adventist 
Church. Their shop is closed on 
Saturday in observance of their 
Sabbath and open on Sundays. 

The writer of this story has 
known Mr. Allen for quite a 
while herself. Her husband han¬ 
dled the weekly distribution of 
the News Review for about six 
years and, when you multiply 
that by 52, that's a lot of weeks. 
She remembers the times when 
the paper did not arrive on time 
and a hurried call had to be 
made to the printer. Then there 
were a few times when there 
weren't enough papers and an¬ 
other call had to be made to 
request additional copies, some¬ 
times delivered or picked up the 
same night or the next day. 

The News Review' is very for¬ 
tunate to have the Allen family 
printing its paper. Long may our 
association continue. 

November, 1967 


The Etaoin Shrdlu 

Dedicated to Mr. Allen 

Behind the walls of printshop 
halls 

It's lurking out of view 
A fearsome beast, to say the 
least— 

The Etaoin Shrdlu. 

O, printers cringe, with hearts 
atwinge 

When it lets off its roar 
Typesetters stumble, as they 
fumble 

and spill type to the floor. 

Proofreaders blink, at times they 
think 

They see it sneaking in 
Editors cuss, and raise great fuss 
At the mark of the Etaoin 

I have no cares of lions, bears 
Of beasts found in the zoo 
But this I fear, don't let it near— 
The Etaoin Shrdlu. 

David P. Stern 

(To the Uninitiated: Etaoin 
Shrdlu are the "words" formed 
when the typesetter runs his 
finger down the first two col¬ 
umns on his keyboard, generally 
in order to fill the rest of a line 
in which a mistake has occurred, 
before retyping it correctly. The 
line containing Etaoin Shrdlu is 
then spotted and removed by the 
proofreader. Usually.) 


Oh! The Weight of it All! 


I Remember Allen 

by Harry Zubkoff 

... It has sometimes been ex¬ 
citing, as when the ancient press 
breaks down. It has sometimes 
been educational, as when spe¬ 
cial editions or unexpected chan¬ 
ges require new make-up and 
layout when the forms are al¬ 
ready on the press. It has some¬ 
times been an adventure, as 
when, on occasion, we have had 
to search for an old plate in the 
incredible jumble of backdated 
material which litters the prem¬ 
ises, and found the most inter¬ 
esting treasures in memorabilia. 
It has always been pleasant. 

In the course of time, the 
whole Allen family became in¬ 
volved with the News Review. 
Mrs. Allen and their son, "Red." 
were most intimately involved 
when I was editor, sweating out 
each issue just like the rest of 
us on the staff. If they were not 
personally affected by Green- 
belt's many battles over the 
years, they were nevertheless 
infuriated by the same injustices, 
enraged by the same inequities, 
appalled or delighted, just as we, 
by the antics of various public 
figures on the local scene. 

They came to know the com¬ 
munity better than most of its 
residents. They knew the names 
of officers and members of local 
organizations; even more impor¬ 
tant, they knew how to spell 
those names and corrected many 
of our mistakes. I must confess, 
though, that we always blamed 
mistakes on Allen, but then, the 
printer's lot is not a happy one, 
at least in that respect. They 
carry the weight of the world 
on their shoulders; after all, if it 
were not for printers, what would 
we know about the world around 
us? 

—November 1967 


Only One Allen 

by I. J. Parker 

By default, the editorship of 
the News Review became mine 
many years ago. The latest editor 
had resigned, the staff had dwin¬ 
dled to a handful of diehards, 
and there was a debt of over 
$1000 owed to the printer—Mr, 
Allen. Debt had always been a 
constant companion to the News 
Review, but the size had grown 
to ridiculous proportions. After 
a survey of the situation, I spoke 
to Allen on the phone and told 
him I could carry on the paper 
with a one-page edition on a 
pay-as-you-go basis; and dimin¬ 
ish the debt from time to time, 
if possible. 

It would be dramatic here to 
say that Allen said forget the 
money and paint him as a hero 
of sorts, but it would not be true, 
Allen worked hard at bis trade, 
had a family to support, and had 
earned the money owed him. 

I suppose he had no choice. If 
the paper died, he might come 
into the ownership of a few bat¬ 
tered typewriters and a pencil 
sharpener. But we were deter¬ 
mined that the paper would "not 
miss an issue” both literally and 
figuratively. There followed a 
year of gradual financial recov¬ 
ery, punctuated by pleas from 
Allen for sums to "pay my elec¬ 
tric bill" at least, 

Allen will always be a hero to 
me, because of his patience and 
good humor There was never a 
dispute or ill-tempered demand. 
He printed the newspaper, wait¬ 
ed for the money, and the news¬ 
paper survived. There have been 
other editors, but only one 
Allen. 
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Beltway Plaza Merchants Celebrate 

The 50th Anniversary 

of the Greenbelt Ne ws Review 

ttTeodore ^ 1 


fee far <‘/ry 


Diamond Stud Earrings 

All Sizes 


25% OFF 


with this coupon 

now through Christmas 

Beltway Plaza Location Only 


BELTWAY PLAZA 
GHEENBELT. MD 
474-3600 


Douglas I. Malcom 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

• Uncontested Divorce $400 plus costs 

• Simple Wills $50 each 

• Auto Accidents & Personal Injury - NO 
FEE If No Recovery 

• Landlord Tenant Problems 

• Drunk Driving (1st Offense) $450 

• Bankruptcy $350 plus costs 

• Criminal 

Open Daily — Evenings and Saturday Hours 
by Appointment 

BELTWAY PLAZA MALL 

GREENBELT, MD • CENTER ENTRANCE 

m 474-8808 


2 FREf TOKENS 

with Ticket Stub 

C3 

from Academy Theaters 

ALL THE 
LATEST 
ELECTRONIC 



GOLDEN DOME j 


CANES 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
NO CLOSING DAYS 

Mon, - Thurs, - 9 a.m, - 11:30 p.m, 
FrL & Sat 
Sun. 

Holidays 


9 a.m, 

9 a.m. - 1 a,m. 
Noon - 11:30 p.m. 
Noon - Closing Time 


6000 Greenbelt Rd. Greenbelt, MD 

In Beltway Plaza 


Jhuzl/a£m 

Beltway Plaza Mall 

345-2662 


"Your Hardware Store 
f of All Your Home & Garden Needs.' 


$2 00 Off 

any purchase 


KIT’S 


(301)982-5050 


Beltway Pkwa McJI 


$3.00 OFF 

Any Purchase 
Of $10.00 Or More 

With This Coupon • Expires 12/24/87' 
One Coupon Per Customer Per Purchase 
Does not apply to 
already dTsWunted Items 




Expires 12/18/87 




SPORTING LIFE 


THREE BROS. PIZZA 

ITALIAN FOOD SPECIALTIES 



474-5330 

Beltway Plaza Mall 
6160 Greenbelt Rd. 
Greenbelt. MD 20770 


Congratulations to 
Greenbelt News Review 
on its 50th Anniversary 

$1.00 OFF ANY PIZZA 



* OFF 





“We Bring A Bit of Italy To You’ 
Expires 12/18/87 


3 


BELTWAY PLAZA MALL 345-4343 

Gre^nbfdt., MD 


ft 


KURLY'S 

JEANS STORE 

BELTWAY PLAZA 
GREENBELT 


Low Prices on 
Name Brand Jeans 
for Men, Ladies & Kids 



Lee 


345-8643 


JORD ACHE-CHIC-AJ'S 
SERGIO-CALVIN KLEIN 


ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS AND CHECKS! 


$5.00 0 ff 

Regular Price 
on any pair 

Designer Jeans 

Limit 2 Pairs 
with this ad 

Expires 12/31/87 
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This overnight change on Greenbelt’s Lake Park peninsula startled 
joggers early Monday morning. According to equally startled city 
officials, a Beltway Plaza spokesperson refused to comment beyond 
saying that “What’s sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander.” 

A hastily-convened city council met in special session Monday- 
night, and proclaimed city ownership of the structure based on an 
obscure legal formulation having to do with possession being ten 
percent of the law. The council then unanimously agreed 
Councilman White modestly abstaining) to call the new acquisition 
“The Thomas X. White Lake Park Gazebo.” —Photo by Bill Cornett 

—April Fool, 1982 


KeepGreenbeltGreen 

The latest to join the “Keep 
Greenbelt Green” campaign is 
the local developers’ association. 
Mr. Hi Rice, president, announ¬ 
ced this week. ‘ Our association 
is 100 percent behind this fight 
to keep Greenbelt green. After 
all. we developers deal with 
green stuff all the time and 
know how important it is. We 
are experts on the subject.” 

—April Fool’s, 1965 


Correction 

In the panic generated by 
the loss of last week’s copy, 
the captions of two pictures 
were unfortunately transposed. 
The two laid-back types with 
the microphone are in fact 
WLMD Dee-Jay Pat O'Leary 
and Bill Cornett. They are not 
to be confused with the dis- 
tinquished trio consisting of 
Gov. and Mrs. Hughes and 
Myrtle Yost. Just making sure 
vou were paying attention, 
folks. — April 11, 1982 

(No Fooling!) 


Bethune Parents Unite 
To Keep School Open 

In a hastily called meeting on 
Wednesday, the Prince Georges 
County Board of Education heard 
approximately 50 parents of 
Mary Bethune Junior High stu¬ 
dents protest the closing of the 
school. 

“Neighbornood schools are a 
thing of the past,” one parent 
declared. “We have developed a 
strong relationship with the 
school which mere close proxi¬ 
mity cannot erase.” 

Other parents recounted tales 
of their joy at the early school 
day opening, noting that children 
developed self-reliance in getting 
themselves up in time to meet 
the 7 a.m. bus. 

“The long bus ride on the Bal- 
timore-Washington Parkway it¬ 
self is as important as the aca¬ 
demic curriculum,” another par¬ 
ent commented. “It helps develop 
social skills.” 

Others pointed out that the 
neighborhood the school is lo¬ 
cated in is slated for urban re¬ 
moval. Its proximity to the Dis¬ 
trict line and the Metro Dean- 
wood station make it ideal for 
quality office buildings and high 
tech industry. The Silicon Val¬ 
ley of Prince Georges County 
could be located there. “What 
an opportunity that would be for 
Bethune kids,” noted one par¬ 
ent. 

The Board stated that it was 
unaware of development plans 
for that area of the county and 
promised to report back to the 
parents within two weeks after 
conferring with the staff. 


Kjo L’il RuS- Htvt AROUNO HERE, 
ain’t ya? K!7Q<iAr& ys& 

wmg‘ 

(IfOSH, All busses have names... 

Netro bus , school, bus, the 

SHUTTLE". - < ETVew Ot/ATO /VAMES LtKE 

s smm 



Many Greenbelters felt sorry for the little bus but it was Irene Fulton 
ond Robert Lewis who found the perfect name, “The Green- 
belt Connection.” They received free rides for a year for their win¬ 
ning entries in the city’s “Name the Bus” contest. 

Energy Crisis; Cuts Hot Air Off 
Early.” Then, in the parking lot, 
this reporter thought he had the 
makings of a real scoop when 
he detected, of all people, coun- 
cilmen Thomas X. White and 
Charles Schwan driving off to¬ 
gether. He stopped the car and 
asked White if he could write 
about this unusual teaming up 
of political opposites. White 
shouted in reply, “go ahead, the 
News Review won’t print it if 
it’s about me anyway.” So, here 
we are. You’ll forgive me if I 
just give you a summary of the 
items passed. 


Our Reporter 

by Bob McGee 

So there I’m sitting — aghast 
—because the regular Greenbelt 
city council meeting is all over 
. . . and it’s not even 9 p.m. on 
Monday, November 19. Would 
you believe? 21 agenda items 
they zipped through, and I 
don’t have a single note except 
vote counts. No shouting, no ar¬ 
guing, no political maneuvering 
. . . and me with a story to write. 
Sheeesss! Why more happened 
in the three minutes it took to 
get to the parking lot than dur¬ 
ing the whole meeting. 

Mayor Dick Pilski stopped me 
to suggest a banner headline to 
the story: “Mayor Contributes to 


SUPERMARKET 

474-0522 

HOURS 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 9-9 
SUNDAY 10-6 


$CMP 

SUPERMARKET/PHARMACY 


121 Centerway • Roosevelt Center • Greenbelt 


I got home so early that I 
caught my wife . . . watching 
television. 

—November 29, 1972 


PHARMACY 

474-4400 

Filled while you wait 
HOURS 

MONDAY-FRIDAY: 10-7 
SATURDAY: 10-6 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 


We Salute the Greenbelt News 
Review for its 50 Years of 
Service to the Greenbelt Community! 

Happy Anniversary! 
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Edmonston Highway 
Will Attract Truckers 

Construction has begun on a 
four-lane dual highway project 
that will turn most of Edmon¬ 
ston Road and part of Green-belt 
Road into a truckers’ route, a 
Washington newspaper revealed 
last week. 

The project, which will cost an 
estimated $3.1 million, will con¬ 
vert th'e northern part of the 
present Edmonston Road below 
Greenbelt Road into a dual high¬ 
way (Kenilworth Avenue.). 

—August 26, 1954 

State Rules Out 
Edmonston Bridge 

The State Roads Commission 
has notified the city that it will 
not build a “grade separation'’ 
(bridge) at the intersection of 
Greenbelt Road and the proposed 
relocated and widened Edmon¬ 
ston Road. The commission, how 
ever, proposes to construct a 
“high grade channelization" at 
the crossing with signals to con¬ 
trol traffic. 

The city council instructed city 
manager Charles McDonald iast 
Monday to consult with the 
county commissioners and urge 
them to press for a bridge. Ed¬ 
monston Road relocation and wid¬ 
ening is within this year's state 
roads program. 

—September 27- 1956 

Kenilworth Road Open: 
Watch Stop Signs 

Kenilworth Avenue between 
Good Luck Road and the Green¬ 
belt junior high school is now 
open for traffic. At present there 
are stop signs on Kenilworth 
Avenue wnere it intersects 
Greenbelt Road, but none on 
Greenbelt Road at the intersec¬ 
tion. It is planned soon to make 
the intersection a four-way stop. 
Eventually there will be a traf¬ 
fic light at this intersection. 

The newly opened road is un¬ 
der the jurisdiction of city, coun¬ 
ty and state police. 

—December 19 1957 


Fatality on New Road 
Mars Traffic Record 

A 68-year-oid Glenn Dale resi¬ 
dent, Bert Shaffner, died of in¬ 
juries following a collision be¬ 
tween his car and a truck be¬ 
longing to the County Board of 
Education. The accident occurred 
last Thursday morning at the 
intersection of Greenbelt Road 
and the newly opened Kenil¬ 
worth Avenue extension, . , . 

According to city manager 
ChaHes McDonald. it is the first 
traffic fatality within the Green¬ 
belt city limits in eight years 
and the first caused by a col¬ 
lision in 20 years, McDonald 
warned that planned communi¬ 
ties (like Greenbelt) are always 
in danger when new superhigh¬ 
ways come close, and that citi¬ 
zens must exercise greater cau¬ 
tion when on or near the new 
roads. 

The intersection was the sub¬ 
ject of serious comment by the 
city council during the public 
hearing on the budget the eve¬ 
ning before the accident, when 
it was disclosed that stop signs 
were placed for Kenilworth Ave¬ 
nue traffic, making Greenbelt 
Road the ‘‘through" street. 
Councilman urged the manager 
to request four-way stop signs 
from the State Roads Commis¬ 
sion, McDonald replied that he 
had already contacted the Com¬ 
mission regional engineer, and 
was informed that the matter 
was being considered. 

The day following the fata, 
accident, 4-way stop signs were 
erected on the Kenilworth 
Greenbelt crossing and the Ed 
monston-Greenbelt intersection. 

—One week later, 

December 26, 1957 

Preliminary results from the 
questionnaire sent to members of 
Greenbelt Homes, Inc, (GHI) un¬ 
der the auspices of the Long- 
Range Planning Committee were 
released last week. Fifty-one per¬ 
cent of the persons replying 
wanted to Know who GHI was, 
38 percent said they had heard 
favorable comments about GHI 
but didn't want to join now. and 
11 percent said that the size of 
their kitchens wouldn’t permit 
any long ranges. 

—April Fool, 1%5 


Congratulations 

GREENBELT NEWS REVIEW 
on your 50th ANNIVERSARY 

Greenbelt Federal Credit Union 

112 Centerway 
Greenbelt, MD 
474-5900 


IVideo Pius! 

i i 

of Greenwoy Center ■ 

wishes to extend 

Congratulations 
to the News Review 

■ for 50 years of Faithul Service 

I You have Served Us Well! 

■ * •■■Re ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ mmm m ■ 



NEW PLANS BY SHA 
FOR ROUTE 193/201 

The Maryland State Highway 
announced plans to cancel the 
reconstruction and regrading of 
Kenilworth Avenue - Greenbelt 
Road intersection. Citing a de¬ 
crease in traffic and a need to 
save money, the left turn sig¬ 
nals will be eliminated, and the 
cycle lengthened. 

April Fool’s Issue, 1982 


Gonsiruction Begins 
On Detour Ramps 
At Kenilworth Ave. 

In about two years one of 
Maryland's largest traffic bottle¬ 
necks will be gone, according to 
the State Highway Administra¬ 
tion. . . . 

—November 22, 1984 


To the Editor: 

Flourescent is the smell of 
Betty Crocker's line of goods. 
Fluorescent is an adjective ap¬ 
plied to a type of low pressure 
mercury vapor discharge lamp, 
using a coating which shifts 
ultraviolet light into the visible 
range. And may the twain never 
meet again, especially on the 
front page of the Greenbelt News 
Review. 

-April 19, 1979 


Kenilworth Ave. - Greenbelt 


Road: Worse than Before? 

WE GOOFED 


The opening of the new Kenil¬ 
worth Avenue underpass on July 
25 has created a new set of traf¬ 
fic conditions and problems that 
area motorists should be aware 
of. At the suggestion of Mayor 


NEWS REVIEW READERS 

Do Greenbelters read the News 
Review? Yes, according to a ques- 
tionaire put to voters during the 
city election in September, 1970, 
The survey showed that 7891 of 
local residents read the newspa¬ 
per. 

This figure would have been 
much higher but for Springhill 
Lake, where only 44' of the re¬ 
spondents read the News Review . 
In G.H.I. and single family areas, 
the percent of people who read 
the News Review was 97 c /c and 
9595* respectively. It should be 
noted that at Springhill Lake 
many residents indicated they 
didn't get delivery of the News 
Review or that leiivery was 
sporadic. The News Review has 
been aware of this situation and 
has taken steps to bring more 
complete delivery to residents of 
Springhill Lake. 


Gil Weidenfeld. a public meeting 
has been tentatively scheduled 
for September 10 to discuss the 
intersection. Michael Snyder. Dis¬ 
trict Engineer of the State High¬ 
way Administration, will be in¬ 
vited to attend, 

August 13, 1987 


Ms Blank ha* correctly poin. 
ed out an error in her letter-to 
the-editor in the May 4 issue 
of the News Re\iew. She referred 
to herself as "an optimist" no 
an opportunist The News Re- 
view' regrets the error. 

—May 18, 1978 


Jefferson Bank 

J and Trust Company 

The Business Bank For 


The Business Community. 


7505 Greenwav Center Drive Greenbelt, MD 

220-0733 

8703 Central Avenue Capitol Heights. MD 

350-8100 

6196Oxon Hill Road OxonHill MD n 

>7-2650 

Member FDIC 

f 

! 
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Greenbelt, we salute you 
on your half-century 
as a premier planned city. 
Thanks for paving the way for others... 

and for us. 



Building 5, Capital Office Park, Greenbelt, Maryland. 
Developed by Community Realty Co., Inc. 



The Corporate Address On The Capital Beltway 
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Say that Again 


Notable quotes in brief from the 
pages of the News Review 

1937 

“You have undoubtedly seen on 
the bulletin board a plea for the 
return of a hat which was taken 
by mistake at a Citizens’ Associ¬ 
ation meeting. The under likes 
the new' hat but unfortunately, it 
does not fit him. He requests that 
every Greenbelt wife look into 
her husband’s hat for the initials 
H.W.V.L. it is worth $1.15 to the 
family with whom this hat has 
made a two week rendezvous 
The hat in question cost $3.85. 
The one taken by mistake cost 
$5. Figure it out for yourself.” 

1938 

“Believe it or not ... a group 
of some thirty Greeubeltians met 
one evening last week for a so¬ 
cial evening, and they did not 
elect a group of oflicers and did 
not draw up a set of by-laws.” 

1910 

“ ‘The government will never 
sell the Greenbelt property,” 
commented Manager Roy Braden 
last week, adding that “it would 
only be leased, on long-term con¬ 
tracts.” 

1942 

“Superstitous . 

“Here it is Friday the 13th — 
and we publish the 13th issue of 
the CooperMor for the current 
year. If you want to make some¬ 
thing out of it go ahead. For us 
it is just the same headache as 
any oilier issue published any 
other Friday. We would like to 


have about 13 volunteers next 
week to help us make it a better 
paper for you.” (Editorial). 

1945 

“Community Manager Gobbel 
tells us that the town collects 
monthly more money in library 
fines than it does in police de¬ 
partment fines.” 

1946 

“The idea behind Greenbelt ex¬ 
isted long before the men who 
planned our town were born, and 
will survive regardless of what 
happens to this particular hunk 
of Maryland landscape. The writ¬ 
ers who derisively call it “Uto¬ 
pia” cannot be aware of how near 
they come to the truth; Green- 
belt’s greatness lies not only in 
the possibilities it has offered to 
all who have come to live in the 
community, but also in its actual 
accomplishments. Out of worn- 
out tobacco fields and lowJncome 
families, Greenbelt has built a 
town of tomorrow whose advan¬ 
tages are apparent even to its de¬ 
tractors, and a citizenry new in 
the realization that they have 
something here worth fighting 
for together.” (Editorial) 

1930 

“As a rule letters to the editor 
present the writers’ opinion rath¬ 
er than facts. The Cooperator’s 
supply this week bears out this 
general rule, with one exception. 
One letter presents a statement 
of fact.” (Editorial) 

1957 

“This is a typical Greenbelt 


story. A few weeks ago the city 
council relieved Eli Don Bullian 
of his responsibility as perma¬ 
nent chairman of the Labor Day 
Festival and turned the whole 
thing over to the Youth Advisory 
Board. This was logical 3ince the 
purpose of the Festival is to 
raise money toward the new 
Youth Center. The Board after a 
long search for a man to run the 
Festival, came up with a logical 
choice—Eli Don Bullian.” 

1959 

“There’s been a lot of talk a- 
round recently about the city 
council raising its salary from 
$300 to $1,000 a year—or at least 
advocating such a raise. Some 
people say they’re not woith 
what we’re paying them now, and 
others say that’s exactly what 
they are worth. Which reminds 
me of the old story about the en¬ 
emy who said I wasn’t fit to live 
with pigs, and the friend who 
stuck up for me and said I was. 
You wonder who is being more 
critical.” 

(The Long View) 


SCOOP! 

Mrs. G. R. Oldland of 2-H 
Gardenway announces the mar¬ 
riage of daughter Judith Ann 
McLaughlin to William Neff, «on 
of Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Neff of 
3-D Ridge Road, which took 
place June 2. 1950 at Forest 
Glen, Md. Rev. Baker officiated. 

—December 7, 1960 
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On Coble Television photo exhibit 
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1987 marked the City of Greenbelt’s 50th Anniversary. The 
year was celebrated with a series of special events beginning 
in January and ending in December. These headlines tell 
the story of many community activities sponsored by the 
50th Anniversary Committee during 1987. 


A Call to Arms 

Next Tuesday marks a good opportunity for Greenbelt citizens to 
register their protests against the proposed redistricting plan for the 
specified nine new county council seats. Did we say “register their 
protests”? Scream their outrage would be more appropriate. Rarely 
have politicians dared to act in a way so nakedly self-serving. 



GERRYMANDER OR PEEGEEMANDER? Whatever 
the name. District IV (Greenbelt-Bowie-Upper Marlboro) is 
the mirror image of the original salamander-shaped election 
district devised under Massachusett’s Governor Eldridge 
Gerry in 1812. The term gerrymander means “the practice 
of dividing a city, county or state into voting districts in an 
unfair way.” 

by Bill Cornett 

____ — October 8, 1981 


The Staff of 

Behavior Service Consultants, Inc. 

Congratulates 

The Greenbelt News Review 

for being the 
Longest and the Best! 

Yog help build our community 
Cheers! 


First 
Mortgage 

Loans 


Attractive rates and terms on Conventional Fixed 
Rate, VA, FHA, and ARM loans. 

Applications for mortgage loans taken at all 
Standard Federal Branch Offices or call our 
Standard Federal Mortgage Department at 258-1372. 

Standard Federal Savings 

The Personal Touch is Standard 

7515 Greenbelt Road, Greenbelt, MD 20770 

i1w 441-8055 







